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BALMORAL - 
$529,900

True Country Sanctuary 
- 320 Acres!! Endless 

Possibilities. 2 BR 2 Bath 1530 sqft home w/
bsmnt. Ideal for Hobby Farm, Equestrian Use 

or Just enjoying wide-open spaces. Rare blend 
of functionality & Serenity. MLS #202527539

RM OF ARMSTRONG 
- $349,900 Escape the 
City! 311 Acres mostly 

cleared w/hay production 
& endless possibility. Cozy 2 BR Country Home . 
Workshop Wonder: 40x32’ Insul Shop + multiple 

other outbuildings. Perfect for hobbies, equipment 
or your favourite toys. MLS #202524582

SOLDSOLD

SOLDSOLD

TEULON - $264,900
Beautifully Maintained 1.5 story 1215 sf 3 BR 
2 Bath home on spacious Lot (65’x213’). OC 
kit/LR & DR. Updated Sunroom/Porch. Main 

MLS#202528516

GRAHAMDALE - $1,150,000.00    
1749 Acres on 12 Titles! 

a Substantial Agricultural Property. Suited 
for Beef Production & Hay Cultivation. Apprx 
1269 Acres fully fenced Supporting rotational 

grazing & livestock management. 500 Ac 
previously cultivated & currently in Hay. Proving 

Productivity. Incls Functional Bunkhouse for 
workers/guests & small workshop. Located in 
2 key ag areas - Homebrook-Peonan Point & 

MLS #202526936

POPLARFIELD 
RM of Armstrong - $775,000 

481+ Deeded Acres w/Reno’d 1239 sf 4 
BR home. OC w/charming Stone FP. 930 sf 

Machine Shed; Calving Facilities w/ell 
& heated waterers; 3 wire tensile elect 

fencing & cross fencing. Mix of pasture/
cultivated & treed areas. MLS #202528136

SO MANY SOLD SMILES THIS SEASON
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Let Us Help you Find the Space You Need !204-467-8000

�������� ��������'�(��	�����)�	��
��
�� ����&�
���	����
&�*����

�(��'���+�	��
��
�� ����

�		�����
&�,�����

���	�
�����	�
���
������������������
�����������������

SHACHTAY
SALES & SERVICE

Arborg, MB
204-376-5233

STIHL MS 170 
Chainsaw Lightweight 
30cc, 16” bar, 8 lbs.

$$1991990000

$$2292290000

$$579579

$$395395

Echo Pressure 
Washer 
3100 psi Gas, 
rubber tire cart

Pure Power Generator
3600 watt, 
Comes w/cart, 
1 yr. Warranty, 
arecoil start 

STIHL MS 180 30cc 
16” bar, easy start, 
8 lbs. 

Reg $249

Reg. $790 

ChristmasChristmas
GIFTGIFT

IDEASIDEAS

LOCALLY OWNED HISTORY BOOK FOR THE COMMUNITY

VOLUME 16
 EDITION 49

www.stonewallteulontribune.ca

THURSDAY, 
DECEMBER 11, 2025TribuneStonewall TeulonStonewall Teulon

TRIBUNE PHOTO BY JO-ANNE PROCTER
Three-year-old Dillyn Burdett mails her Christmas wish list to Santa at the Magical Mailbox during the Warren Breakfast with Santa, 

hosted Sunday by the West Interlake Trading Company.

Dear Santa ...Dear Santa ...
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Co-operators Life Insurance

Your life is
one of a kind,
your life insurance
should be, too!
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By E. Antonio
A Lake Francis resident is speaking 

out about rising livestock predation 
after one of her cows was killed by a 
bear.

Dianne Riding discovered the dead 
animal on a Wednesday morning 
in November — an unexpected and 
costly loss.

“We have a big predation problem 
in this province and it’s getting worse 
and worse,” she said.

Riding has lived in Lake Francis her 
entire life and noted she never had is-
sues with predators until three years 
ago when she fi rst spotted a bear on 
her property. On Christmas Day 2024, 
a wolf killed one of her cows. The re-
cent attack has her increasingly wor-
ried about the future of her herd.

“Once these predators know there’s 
food here, they will have an easy meal 
to come back to,” she added. “Once 
they start killing the livestock, they 
are going to keep it up. I don’t want 
to be that cruel person, but we need to 
start eliminating some of the problem 
predators.”

Riding immediately fi led a claim 
through the Manitoba Agricultur-
al Services Corporation (MASC)’s 
Wildlife Damage Compensation for 
Livestock Predation program. The 
program compensates producers up 
to 90 per cent of an animal’s value, 
to a maximum of $7,000 (increasing 
from $3,000 as of April 1, 2025), when 
livestock is killed or injured by a bear, 
wolf, cougar, fox or coyote.

Although no one witnessed the in-
cident, the MASC adjuster confi rmed 
a bear was responsible, identifying 
characteristic throat markings and 
signs that the heart had still been 
pumping when the cow was attacked.

“She was an extremely healthy cow 
that I bought earlier this year. She was 
drinking water on Monday, then just 
completely gone the next day,” Rid-
ing said. 

The young cow will likely be valued 
at around $3,000. Even with approved 
compensation, she expects to lose out 
on several hundred dollars.

Riding describes herself as “very 
wildlife accepting person” but says 
that changes when predators threaten 
her animals.

“If they can take out livestock, they 
have the ability to harm somebody’s 
child,” she added. “If someone’s kid 
gets mauled, then what are we going 
to do?”

Riding posted a warning on social 
media after the kill, urging residents 
to be cautious as bears remain active 
and food sources diminish. She said 
predators are aff ecting livestock well 
beyond her community, and she’s 
heard of farmers losing upward of 
100 cows a year in other areas of the 
province.

Even with compensation programs, 
she says producers are still left with 
gaps.

“They’ve done studies and these 
studies show that for every kill com-
pensated, it’s likely you have already 
lost two more.”

During the 2024–25 fi scal year, 
MASC processed 2,920 predation 
claims, with 90 per cent confi rmed as 
predation-related. Coyotes account-
ed for roughly 75 per cent of cases, 
wolves about 20 per cent, and bears 
and cougars the remaining fi ve per 
cent.

MASC chief product offi  cer David 
Van Deynze noted to qualify for com-
pensation, a carcass must be present 

for inspection.
“Producers have reported losses 

to livestock where the entire carcass 
has been removed by the predator. In 
those instances, the producer is not el-
igible for compensation,” he said.

Compensation levels vary depend-
ing on inspection fi ndings: 90 per cent 
for a confi rmed kill, 45 per cent for a 
probable kill, and none when there is 
no evidence.

For claims where compensation is 
less than 80 per cent of the value lost, 
the payout is funded 60 per cent by 
the Government of Canada and 40 
per cent by the Province of Manito-
ba. Claims above 80 per cent are fully 
funded by the province.

Producers must report incidents 
within 72 hours. Inspectors assess 
the carcass and site for bite marks, 
scratches, blood, drag marks and oth-
er indications of a struggle.

MASC and Agriculture Manito-
ba recommend several deterrents, 
such as predator-resistant fencing, 
deadstock composting areas, solar 

foxlights, electronets, fl adry and tur-
bo-fl adry lines and livestock guardian 
dogs. Partial reimbursement is avail-
able for producers who adopt certain 
measures.

Riding said she has followed many 
recommendations, including fenc-
ing upgrades, foxlights, removing 
attractants and keeping donkeys as 
livestock guardians. But she says the 
number of predators in the region 
overwhelms these strategies.

“I try to follow those recommenda-
tions, but the problem is we have far 
too many bears and wolves on the 
landscape for them to work effi  cient-
ly,” she explained. “The resources do 
help, but they are a great expense, 
and depending on the size of your 
fi eld, that amount is not feasible.”

She is calling for stronger conserva-
tion measures and wants the province 
to consider introducing a bear and 
wolf bounty program. She said con-
servation offi  cers often relocate prob-

TRIBUNE PHOTO SUBMITTED
A farmer from Lake Francis had one of her cows killed by a bear this November. 

She wants stronger prevention measures when it comes to protecting livestock 

from predators.

Lake Francis producer raises alarm about predation after bear kills young cow

Continued on page 8
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Support local this holiday season: 
find gifts for loved ones… 
and boost the economy!

Quarter Page - $399.35
Sixth Page - $268.95
Eighth Page - $ 203.75
Deadline for booking in this 
section is Friday December 12th

December 18th

Buy 2 ads and get 
the 3rd for FREE

For more information
 please contact 
Christy Brown at 
ads@stonewallteulontribune or 204-467-5836

TribuneStonewall TeulonStonewall Teulon

TribuneStonewall TeulonS ll l

Merry Christmas & Merry Christmas & 
Happy New YearHappy New Year
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OUR OFFICE WILL BE CLOSED OUR OFFICE WILL BE CLOSED 
December 20December 20thth, 2025 - January 4, 2025 - January 4thth, 2026, 2026

Elves help spread Christmas cheer in Warren

 TRIBUNE PHOTOS BY JO-ANNE PROCTER
The West Interlake Trading Company hosted its annual Breakfast with Santa 

at the Warren Memorial Hall last Sunday morning. Children visited with Santa 

and listened to Christmas stories read by Mrs. Claus, while elves whipped up 

breakfast for a record crowd. Kids also made holiday crafts and posted letters in 

the Magical Mailbox. Santa’s elves volunteered their time to bring a little magic 

to the children. 
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Interlake’s Automotive & Agricultural Glass Specialists
We make the claim
We replace the glass
We have courtesy cars available

Phone 204-467-8929 
to book your appointment.
2 Patterson Drive, Stonewall

Autopac Accredited Glass Repair

ROYAL CANADIAN LEGION
STONEWALL BRANCH - 467-2261 Lic 

#418
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BiG DOLLARHOLIDAY HOURS
MONDAY - WEDNESDAY 10-6 

THURSDAY & FRIDAY 10-8
SATURDAY 9-6   SUNDAY 12-5

439 MAIN ST., SELKIRK
North of Manitoba Ave.
439 M ,MAIN SSTT., SSEELLKK YY HHOURS

MONMONDAY - WEDNESDAY 1
THURSDAY & FRIDAY 10

OHHOHOHOLLILIDADAAYYY
MONONDDAY WE

KKIIRRKK SSOO SYY HOHOURSAALILIDDAYY
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TRIBUNE PHOTO BY RAQUEL DUMAS
Emma Fontaine was among the crowd 

at The Flicks on Saturday for the 

Stonewall & District Lions Club’s free 

holiday movie, Sonic the Hedgehog 3. 

Approximately 130 people attended 

the annual event, which members say 

has been a community tradition for 

about 35 years. Simba the Lions mascot 

also made an appearance to welcome 

moviegoers and hand out candy canes.

Free Flicks feature

By Jo-Anne Procter
The Woodlands Wildlife Club 

wrapped up another successful sea-
son as hunters gathered at Meadow 
Lea on Dec. 6 for the annual Hunters 
Ball, where 42 deer, elk and bear en-
tries were scored by the Manitoba Big 
Game Trophy Association (MBGTA).

The competition featured some im-
pressive results across all categories. 
Kaden Stewart led the way in the 
adult men’s typical class, winning 
with a 158 4/8-inch buck. Hailey Dew 
topped the adult women’s typical 
class, claiming fi rst with a 149 7/8-
inch buck.

Blake Adams earned the title for 
most symmetrical rack over 120 with 
his 142-inch buck, which had just a 3 
6/8-inch variance, while Ashley Ad-
ams captured the non-typical catego-

ry with a 138-inch buck.
Youth hunter Armond Buors se-

cured fi rst place in the typical buck 
class after his entry scored 121 3/8 
inches.

In the big game divisions, Hailey 
Hueging and Robin Green took top 
honours in elk with a 198 1/8-inch 
bull, and Corey Pasichnyk won the 
bear category with an 18 9/16-inch 
skull.

The Hunters Ball remains a season 
highlight for local outdoors enthusi-
asts, off ering both competition and 
recognition for ethically harvested 
Manitoba game.

The MBGTA, founded in 1969, trav-
els throughout the province to score 
animals and maintain Manitoba’s of-
fi cial record book for big game.

TRIBUNE PHOTOS SUBMITTED
Left photo: From left, Woodlands Wildlife vice-president Dylan Hildebrandt, men’s 

fi rst-place typical winner Kaden Stewart and Woodlands Wildlife president Darrell 

Hueging. Right photo: Hildebrandt, women’s fi rst-place typical winner Hailey Dew 

and Hueging.

Hunters celebrate season, tradition at Woodlands Wildlife Club ball

Left photo: Blake Adams, centre, won the most symmetrical over 120 category. 

Right photo: Ashley Adams, centre, took top spot in the non-typical class.

Left photo: Armond Buors, centre, claimed fi rst in the youth typical class. Right 

photo: Hailey Hueging, centre, and Robin Green (not pictured) earned top spot in 

the elk category at the Woodlands Wildlife Club Hunters Ball.

News Tips? Story Ideas?
call the Tribune 204-467-5836
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ROCKWOODROCKWOOD Motor Inn 467-2354
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390 Main St. Stonewall

By Patricia Barrett
You might think that driving down 

back roads or tramping around in the 
bush during a bright, bracing Manito-
ba winter day while making ticks in 
a ledger is for the birds — and you’d 
be right. 

The annual Christmas Bird Count 
(CBC) is coming up, and fi ve Inter-
lake areas are playing host to the 
census that sees volunteers eagerly 
hitting the roads or sitting sentry at 
their living room windows to count 
the diff erent species (and numbers of 
each species) of bird they spot.

And there’s no better time than now 
for those who want to become better 
acquainted with the feathery dino-
saur descendants and give counting a 
go while enjoying the great outdoors 
— not to mention the satisfaction of 
contributing to data sets that scien-
tists use to determine bird population 
trends and the impact of the climate 
crisis or habitat quality.

“The Christmas Bird Count is ideal 
if you want to get into learning about 
birds because there are fewer birds 
around in the winter than there are 
in the summer when we’ve got a few 
hundred,” said Joanne Smith, who is 
the Hodgson CBC organizer, or com-
piler as the CBC head offi  ce calls their 
organizers. “Now is a good time to 
participate in a bird activity. And if 
people are not sure if they saw a hairy 
woodpecker or a downy woodpecker, 
we can talk about it and usually get 
a pretty accurate idea of what species 
they saw.”

The Hodgson CBC was started in 
2011, and Smith said it comprises a 
24-kilometre circle that includes Fish-
er Branch and Fisherton to the west, 
plus a bit of the southern part of Pe-
guis (using the road network).

The CBC is a census of early-winter 
bird populations that takes place from 
Dec. 14 to Jan. 5. It’s North America’s 
longest running citizen-science proj-
ect. Birds Canada oversees the Cana-
dian program in partnership with the 
National Audubon Society. The data 
is entered into an ornithology data-
base that’s used by scientists to assess 
bird population trends and distribu-
tion.

The fi rst Christmas Bird Count 

began in 1900 after American orni-
thologist Frank Chapman thought it 
might be better to start a tradition that 
helped preserve birds rather than car-
ry on the tradition of shooting them 
for fun. The fi rst offi  cial CBC in Mani-
toba took place in 1925.

There are two categories of bird 
census-takers: the fi eld counters and 
the feeder counters. The fi eld count-
ers can either get out in the bush or 
drive down back roads and periodi-
cally stop to count birds. They can opt 
for or be assigned a specifi c area or a 
certain road within their CBC ambit. 
The feeder counters stay home and 
count birds that come into their yard, 
whether to a feeder or a tree.

So, what job is more exciting? The 
correct answer is both.

“They can both be exciting. I 
wouldn’t say one is more exciting 
than the other. If you’re driving the 
back roads, you could see unusual 
species. But you could also get unusu-
al species showing up in your yard, 
too,” said Smith. “Some people got 
a gray partridge in their yard, which 
we don’t always see, or a bohemian 
waxwing [peach-coloured birds with 
sweeping black eye markings that re-
semble winged eyeliner]. Those of us 
driving last year spotted four great 
gray owls. Any owl is cool to get.”

Driving the back roads and stop-
ping to spot or listen for birds can be 
done individually — but don’t bird 
and drive — or in teams in which one 
person can drive, one person can spot 
and count, and one person can pour 
coff ee and distribute snacks.

Smith said she can always use more 
fi eld and feeder counters to take part 
in the Hodgson count. 

“If people can contact me before 
Dec. 18 (the Hodgson count is sched-
uled for Dec. 22), I can give them 
more information. If they want to 
help with driving, I can assign a route 
for them,” said Smith.

Field counters are advised to dress 
accordingly. Snowpants, puff er jack-
et, Arctic-quality snow boots are 
must-haves. So is a set of binoculars. 
People new to the census might want 
to bring a camera; they can snap a 
photo if they’re unsure and let their 

organizer have a gander.
From ravens and redstarts to thrush-

es and thrashers, Smith can identify 
most birds by sight and sound, and 
volunteers don’t need to be experts. 
They can write down the appearance 
of the bird and describe its behaviour 
for later review. 

And there’s always an app. Merlin, 
for instance, can help identify bird 
calls, although its not 100 per cent 
foolproof, said Smith. Those who pre-
fer old school can bring along a print 
bird guide.

People can also use the website All 
About Birds.org, which provides 
quality photos and soundbites. 

The fi ve Interlake Christmas Bird 
Counts are as follows:

Dec. 16 in Selkirk. Compiler Gerald 

Machnee. Contact: machneeg@gmail.
com

Dec. 18 in Gimli. Compiler Bonnie 
Chartier. Contact: cwe@mymts.net

Dec. 20 in Balmoral. Compiler James 
Duncan. Contact: owlfamily@mymts.
net

Dec. 20 at Oak Hammock Marsh. 
Compiler Paula Grieef. Contact: p_
grieef@ducks.ca

Dec. 22 in Hodgson. Compiler Jo-
anne Smith. Contact: picsmith@live.
ca

Visit the Birds Canada website and 
click on the map for information 
about Christmas Bird Counts in your 
area and how to contact a compil-
er. Field counter and feeder counter 
cheat sheets are also available.

TRIBUNE FILE PHOTO BY PATRICIA BARRETT
A woodpecker is shown in Loni Beach in the north end of Gimli. Birds are a 

barometer of ecosystem health, and counting them every year during annual 

Christmas Bird Counts helps scientists understand changes to the environment 

such as habitat loss or the impact of pollution and the climate crisis.

This is for the birds: Christmas Bird Counts help document species, ecosystem threats
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By Lana Meier
As holiday gatherings ramp up 

across the province, Manitoba RCMP 
are once again stepping up enforce-
ment on roads and highways with 
the launch of their annual December 
Checkstop campaign.

Beginning last weekend and con-
tinuing throughout the month, mo-
torists can expect to see a heightened 
police presence as offi  cers conduct 
roadside stops, check for signs of im-
pairment and complete mandatory 

alcohol and drug screenings.
“If enjoying your holiday season in-

volves consuming drugs or alcohol, 
then we strongly encourage you to 
plan ahead so you have a safe ride 
home,” said Insp. Robert Wusky-
nyk, head of Manitoba RCMP Traffi  c 
Services. “You can avoid a criminal 
charge and save lives by arranging 
for a designated driver or calling a 
cab, rideshare or Operation Red Nose 
to get you home.”

Offi  cers will be equipped with 
screening devices that detect alco-
hol and drugs, and anyone found 
impaired faces serious consequenc-
es — including criminal charges, li-
cence suspension, vehicle impound-
ment and costly fi nes. Beyond legal 
penalties, police stress the emotional 

burden and irreversible harm caused 
when impaired driving results in in-
jury or death.

Last year, 21 fatal collisions occurred 
in RCMP jurisdiction where drug or 
alcohol impairment was suspected 
as a contributing factor. An addition-
al 43 collisions led to serious injuries 
where impairment was confi rmed or 
believed to be involved.

Police say those tragedies were pre-
ventable, and are urging Manitobans 
to make responsible choices before 
heading out to holiday parties and 
family gatherings.

The message is simple — don’t 
drink or use drugs and drive. Plan 
a safe ride, look out for friends and 
loved ones, and help ensure everyone 
gets home for the holidays.

Increased roadside 
screening underway 
through December

Manitoba RCMP launch annual holiday Checkstop campaign

By Jennifer McFee
The article “RM of Woodlands off ers 

holiday sale for local history book” in 
the Dec. 4 edition of the Tribune con-
tained an error in the phone number 
for the RM offi  ce. The correct phone 

number is 204-383-5679.
The RM of Woodlands is reducing 

the price of its history book Where We 
Are to $65 including GST as a Christ-
mas promotion. Printed in 2021, this 

history book details the municipali-
ty’s history from 1980 to 2020. 

Purchasers will also receive an edi-
tion of the older history book Yester-
years for free. Yesteryears is the munic-

ipality’s prior history book from 1978.
The promotion will end on Dec. 24, 

2025. 
The municipal offi  ce accepts cash, 

cheque or e-transfer payments. For 
more information, call the offi  ce at 
204-383-5679.

The Tribune regrets the error.

Correction

By Jennifer McFee
Time is running out to share your 

opinion about Winnipeg Metropoli-
tan Region’s new regional plan. 

A public survey is now underway 
for community members to share 
their perspectives on economic devel-
opment, growth, housing, infrastruc-
ture and the long-term future of the 
region.

The Capital Planning Region is a 

statutory corporation established 
through provincial legislation and op-
erates as the Winnipeg Metropolitan 
Region. It is responsible for adopting 
a regional plan by Jan. 1, 2027. 

“The new regional plan is an im-
portant opportunity to consider how 
our region grows and how we plan 
for the future,” said Michael Moore, 
chair of the Capital Planning Region. 

“Hearing from people across the re-

gion will support the board’s work as 
we continue developing a plan that 
supports strong communities and a 
strong economy.”

The survey is until Dec. 12, 2025, 
and it takes about 10 to 15 minutes 
to complete. Visit https://winni-
pegmetroregion.ca/news/regional-
survey-launched-for-new-regional-
plan/ to take the survey.  

WMR survey open until Dec. 12
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By Patricia Barrett
The Manitoba Association of Health Care Profes-

sionals (MAHCP) says rural regions are still strug-
gling to hire and retain primary care paramedics 
despite the provincial government’s work on im-
proving emergency services that includes recent 
announcements to expand paramedic training 
seats in Winnipeg and the north and train emergen-
cy medical responders (EMRs) in rural areas.

The government announced Nov. 19 it’s expand-
ing paramedic training seats to strengthen emer-
gency medical services across the province.

Manitoba Premier Wab Kinew and health minister 
Uzoma Asagwara said a new, direct-entry prima-
ry care paramedics program at Red River College 
Polytech will add another 14 seats, increasing total 
primary care paramedic seats to 40. And to further 
support northern and rural communities, the gov-
ernment added 16 more seats for a total of 32 seats 
at the University College of the North. 

“Our government is opening doors for more Man-
itobans to pursue careers in emergency care,” said 
Asagwara in the Nov. 19 news release. “This will 
help stabilize emergency medical services staffi  ng, 
reduce wait times and ensure our paramedic work-
force refl ects the communities they serve. We’re 
committed to supporting workers from their fi rst 
day of training through to advanced practice.”

Paramedic losses (rural) have out-paced paramed-
ic gains, according to data analyzed by MAHCP, a 
union which represents allied health professionals, 
including rural paramedics. 

MAHCP president Jason Linklater gave the gov-
ernment credit for acknowledging the paramedic 
shortfall, but said the magnitude of the crisis re-
quires a “proportionate” response.

“Today’s announcement about direct-entry para-
medic training at RRC Polytech does not represent a 
signifi cant solution to the paramedic staffi  ng crisis. 
The magnitude of the crisis requires a proportion-
ate response, and we’re not seeing it. It’s good that 
the Red River training seats are now full, after years 
of being underfi lled. But those new students won’t 
be ready to work for years, and meanwhile rural 
Manitoba continues to lose full-time paramedics 
due to years of short-staffi  ng, mandatory overtime, 
diffi  cult working conditions and lack of opportuni-
ty,” said Linklater in a Nov. 19 news release. 

In terms of paramedic gain up to November 2025, 
Linklater said Shared Health had a net gain of only 
one paramedic as the authority is “losing them as 
fast as they can hire them.” 

Over a two-year period, rural regions/EMS zones 

saw 70 paramedics resign, retire or be terminated, 
according to MAHCP’s analysis, said spokesperson 
Karen Viveiros on behalf of MAHCP.

“By our count, and based on monthly turnover re-
ports from the employer, 70 paramedics resigned, 
retired or were otherwise terminated from full-time 
or part-time positions between October 2023 and 
October 2025 in all rural regions/EMS zones, ex-
cluding Winnipeg and Brandon,” she said. 

As far as data for the Interlake region in partic-
ular, MAHCP doesn’t have a breakdown of how 
many paramedics resigned, retired or were termi-
nated. But Viveiros said the union can say “with 
confi dence” that all rural regions have experienced 
“signifi cant turnover and diffi  culty retaining para-
medics due to diffi  cult working conditions and lack 
of opportunity to move to positions in other loca-
tions.” 

During the 2023 provincial election campaign, the 
NDP promised to hire 200 paramedics and re-open 
three Winnipeg emergency rooms (Seven Oaks, 
Concordia and Victoria hospitals) in Winnipeg that 
had been closed by the previous PC government, as 
well as rebuild the Eriksdale ER. Plans for Victoria 
and Eriksdale are already underway.

The paramedic vacancy rate in the Interlake is 
roughly 25 per cent, with 40 vacant, unfi lled posi-
tions — a number that does not include other po-
sitions that are vacant due to paramedics being off  
related to physical or psychological injuries.

“The 40 positions have remained vacant for well 
over a year because Shared Health does not want 
to post positions, which would give paramedics an 
opportunity to leave the west or the north to come 
to the Interlake,” said Viveiros. “Despite having 
approximately 200 vacancies across the province, 
(mostly permanent positions), Shared Health is 
only hiring for a handful of specifi c stations in Prai-
rie Mountain Health and the North.”

Linklater said the union remains willing to work 
with the government to meet its commitment to 
hire 200 net new paramedics in its fi rst term.

A shortage of rural paramedics and the ongoing 
temporary closures of emergency rooms at hospi-
tals in the Interlake-Eastern Regional Health Au-
thority have led at times to delayed response time 
and lengthy journeys on the highway to get to an 
open ER. Issues with the 911 telephone service re-
sulted in dropped calls in municipalities such as 
Fisher and Bifrost-Riverton, and may have contrib-
uted to the death of an RM of Fisher man whose 
family could not dial out to 911.

On the heels of its announcement to expand para-
medic training seats, the provincial government 
said it will help municipalities recruit emergen-
cy medical responders (EMRs) by off ering a new 
bursary program and in-community training pro-
grams. The training will “support” rural emergen-
cy response services.

“This initiative will help local municipalities re-
cruit emergency medical responders and it will start 
to reverse the damage done by the previous gov-

ernment which dissuaded people from pursuing a 
career in emergency medicine, especially in rural 
communities,” said Asagwara in a Nov. 26 news re-
lease. “We’re off ering fi nancial help to make enroll-
ing in a course more appealing and we’re putting 
trainees in rural municipalities, where they can get 
hands on experience on real-world emergency calls 
and fall in love with rural Manitoba.”

The province said it partnered with the Criti Care 
Paramedic Academy (in Winnipeg) to off er the 
emergency medical responder training and provide 
a new $5,000 bursary for students who complete 
the training. Graduates who receive the bursary 
will enter a one-year return-of-service-agreement 
once hired. This year, students will train in Arborg.

It’s expected that 50 to 60 EMRs will graduate by 
fall 2026, complete the Canadian Organization of 
Paramedic Regulators exam and be eligible for hir-
ing into provincial EMS, states the news release.

Criti Care’s website has an application form for its 
EMR program, but the Tribune could not determine 
what its training entails.

After seeing the province’s EMR announcement, 
MAHCP put together and published a “scope of 
work comparison” between EMRs and paramedics. 
Adapted from Shared Health’s patient care maps — 
which describes medical care and interventions — 

MANITOBA ASSOCIATION OF HEALTH CARE  PROFESSIONALS 
In response to the province’s plan to train emergency 

medical responders for rural areas, the Manitoba 

Association of Health Care Professionals put together 

a scope of work practice chart showing EMRs being 

unable to perform at the level of paramedics.

Shortfall persists in paramedic hiring, EMRs not a solution, says MAHCP
Province expanding 
paramedic training seats, 
training more emergency 
medical responders (EMRs)

Continued on page 9
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We believe in cherishing 
the small moments in life 

because they make the 
lasting memories

204-467-2525 • info@mackenziefh.com

Balmoral Al-Anon Family Group
Balmoral Community Hall basement

6003 E MB-236, Balmoral, MB
Contact: (204) 470-8972

Meets every Wednesday 7-8 PM
Everyone welcome

Selkirk Red River 
Al-Anon Family Group
Christ Church Anglican

227 McLean St., Selkirk, MB
Contact: (204) 482-6287

Meets every Monday 7-8 PM

Teulon AA
Christian Education Building

3rd Ave. SE, Teulon, MB
Contact: (204) 461-0155

Meets every Tuesday 8-9 PM

Stonewall AA
Parochial Hall

291 1st St. W., Stonewall, MB
Contact Denis: (204) 981-7747

Donna (204) 461-0892
Meets every Sunday 7:30-8:30 PM

Al-Anon and AA 
Meetings Information

By Jennifer McFee
Manitoba-based companies contin-

ue to fi ll gaps in Canadian markets 
while also growing the economy and 
contributing to accessible medical 
care — and a repayable federal gov-
ernment investment will help two of 
these companies scale up to meet the 
demand.

Two Manitoba companies are re-
ceiving more than $2.9 million in 
repayable federal investments, as 
announced in Rosser by Winnipeg 
West MP Doug Eylofson on behalf of 
Eleanor Olszewski, minister of Emer-
gency Management and Community 
Resilience and Minister responsible 
for Prairies Economic Development 
Canada.

MoveMobility, a Rosser-based acces-
sible vehicle manufacturer, is expand-
ing into the Canadian ambulance 
market, providing communities with 
a homegrown option for specialized 
medical vehicles. MoveMobility will 
receive $1.1 million in federal support 
to increase manufacturing capacity 
for its medical vehicle line, including 
new ambulances built on van plat-
forms that can be manoeuvred.

QDoc Inc. is a Manitoba-based vir-
tual health-care company that con-
nects patients with providers. QDoc 
Inc. will receive $1.9 million in fed-
eral support to expand its innovative 
virtual health-care delivery platform 
and invest in digital technology de-
velopment.

“As a physician, I am committed 

to building a stronger and healthi-
er future for Manitobans,” Eyolfson 
said. “That is why I am pleased that 
our new government is supporting 
MoveMobility and QDoc. These in-
vestments help strengthen our one 
Canadian economy while expanding 
access to medical care across the prov-
ince.”

Olszewski expressed pride in sup-
porting these two Manitoba compa-
nies that are creating jobs and help-
ing Canadians to access the care they 
need. 

“By investing in MoveMobility and 
QDoc, we are not only strengthening 
our local economy but also bringing 
innovative, homegrown solutions to 
communities across the Prairies and 
the country,” Olszewski said. “This is 
exactly the kind of collaboration and 
innovation that drives growth and 
makes health care more accessible for 
all Canadians.”

MoveMobility CEO Richard Jones 
also expressed enthusiasm for the ini-
tiative. 

“It’s inspiring to have PrairiesCan’s 
support for our mission to remove 
barriers to health care and transporta-
tion,” Jones said. “With this backing, 
we can accelerate our eff orts to de-
liver a Canadian-made solution that 
brings meaningful results and helps 
everyone we serve.”

Dr. Norman Silver, co-founder and 
CEO of QDoc, shared similar senti-
ments. 

“The support from PrairiesCan has 

been instrumental in helping QDoc 
scale our made-in-Manitoba virtu-
al care platform to delivering over 
250,000 virtual visits, expand access 
to health care across rural and north-
ern communities, and deliver on our 
mission of connecting every patient 
to the right provider — anytime, any-
where,” Silver said. 

These investments are expected to 
create 35 jobs and assist one addition-
al business. The Regional Economic 
Growth through Innovation (REGI) 
program is delivered by regional de-
velopment agencies across Canada to 
fuel economic growth through inno-
vation and create more well-paying 

jobs for Canadians. Funding off ered 
under the REGI Business Scale-up 
and Productivity supports high-
growth businesses that are scaling up 
and producing innovative goods, ser-
vices or technologies.

Jamie Moses, provincial minister of 
Business, Mining, Trade and Job Cre-
ation, highlighted Manitoba’s impact 
across the country. 

“Manitoba’s investment of $1.3 mil-
lion, now boosted by additional fed-
eral funding, shows how supporting 
manufacturing, health care and inno-
vation highlights Manitoba’s excel-
lence on the national stage,” he said. 

TRIBUNE PHOTO SUBMITTED
More than $2.9 million in repayable federal investments were announced last 

month for Manitoba-based companies MoveMobility and QDoc during an event 

in Rosser, where stakeholders and offi  cials gathered to highlight the impact of 

expanding locally built medical vehicles and virtual health-care services.

Two Manitoba businesses receive federal boost

 >  BEARS, FROM PG. 2 shifts the issue to other communities.
“Mr. Bear will keep coming — they don’t care about 

where they have lunch,” she suggested. “Bears are be-
coming too brave around people and one day someone 
is going to get hurt.”

Carson Callum, general manager of Manitoba Beef Pro-
ducers, said many producers across the province have 
dealt with rising predation over the past decade.

“Losing animals means losing part of your income,” he 
explained. “It’s stressful for these producers who care 
deeply about their animals.”

He noted MASC’s compensation program is helpful 
but does not cover every loss, especially when carcasses 
are not found. He also noted the 72-hour reporting win-
dow can be challenging on weekends or outside business 
hours, though MASC is working on improvements.

“I think there are areas we can work on — like the photo 
submission process — but, overall, the program has been 
supportive over the last number of years.”

Callum said management tools such as fencing and de-
terrents help but believes the “main solution lies in com-
pletely eliminating the problem in the fi rst place.”

Riding also wonders whether Black Bear Rescue Mani-
toba could be unintentionally contributing to habituation.

“If people are raising these bears and bottle feeding 
them, the bears are going to expect food from you,” she 
explained. “The rescue is doing amazing things for these 
bears … but in a roundabout way, we are setting them up 
for disaster.”

Black Bear Rescue Manitoba founder Judy Stearns said 
their protocols are designed specifi cally to prevent habit-
uation.

“Per protocols established in accordance with bear be-
haviour experts and authorized by the province, all nec-
essary steps are taken to ensure that bears who come to 
BBRM are not habituated and are released back into their 
natural habitat as wild bears,” she noted.

Riding emphasizes she wants to coexist with wildlife, 
acknowledging that displaced animals — especially fol-
lowing wildfi res — are increasingly moving through agri-
cultural land. But she added producers need more support 
and more eff ective long-term solutions.

“This is turning into less of a conservation and agricul-
ture issue and into a people issue,” she added. “Something 
more needs to be done.”

lem animals but believes this simply 
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Take care of details so they 
don’t have to. Just ask Ken.

55 Main St, Teulon  Call 204-886-0404  or visit www.klfuneralservices.ca
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Sounds of the season ring out at concert in Warren

 TRIBUNE PHOTOS BY JO-ANNE PROCTER
The holiday season is a time for gathering, joy and celebration. Families and friends fi lled every pew at Warren United Church for the annual Christmas Musical 

Evening on Dec. 4. Darryl Brunger opened the program with a solo performance that set a cozy tone, inviting the audience to settle in and embrace the holiday spirit. 

A surprise performance followed as Don and Cathy Horbas played familiar Christmas melodies — Don on clarinet and Cathy on organ. The Quarry Choristers later took 

the stage, delivering heartfelt renditions of traditional carols that warmed the room and stirred emotions throughout the evening. Guests enjoyed refreshments 

after the concert.

MAHCP determined that EMRs can-
not perform duties paramedics are 
trained to do.

For instance, EMRs cannot diagnose 
a patient’s illness or injury, insert an 
airway device to ventilate a patient, 
perform defi brillation with rhythm 
interpretation, perform EKG/ECG, 
remove foreign bodies from a patient, 
perform urinary catheter irrigation/
removal, insert an IV, insert a sub-
cutaneous line, give fl uid or medica-
tions via IV, give an injection into a 
muscle, give controlled medications 
for a heart attack, hemorrhages, sei-
zures, anxiety, psychosis, pain, nau-
sea and vomiting, and give medica-
tions during patient transport.

MAHCP said in a Nov. 27 post that 
it is not “advocating against” EMRs, 
but that an alternative level of care 
will not solve the paramedic staffi  ng 
crisis.

“This week, the province announced 
fi nancial support for students and 
in-community training programs to 
recruit emergency medical respond-
ers in rural Manitoba. While the an-
nouncement was framed as a way 
to increase ambulance coverage and 
shorten wait times, MAHCP is con-
cerned about the level of care EMRs 
can provide in a critical emergency, 
which … Minister Asagwara called 
an ‘alternative level of care,’” states 
MAHCP. “Manitobans aren’t look-
ing for an alternative; they want the 
200 paramedics the NDP government 
promised, only 18 of which have been 
added since October 2023.”

MAHCP’s president Jason Linklater 
added that EMRs are “valuable pro-
fessionals” who play an important 
role in supporting emergency med-

ical services (EMS), particularly in stable patient trans-
port and medical fi rst response. But EMRs’ limited scope 
of practice and clinical training “does not allow them to 
provide anywhere near the same level of care that para-
medics can.” And putting EMRs rather than paramedics 
on ambulances puts them and patients at risk. Two fully 
trained paramedics are required to deal with high-acuity, 
time-sensitive calls such as cardiac arrests, severe trauma, 
violent or unstable patients, obstetrical crises and complex 
medical emergencies.

“Shared Health and our provincial leaders are opting for 
fast and cheap — a long-term solution that isn’t good for 
rural Manitobans, or any Manitoban, when what you need 
is a highly skilled primary care paramedic to treat and sta-
bilize a patient,” said Linklater.

Among the measures to improve rural emergency ser-
vices, MAHCP said the government/Shared Health needs 
to ensure the continuous hiring of paramedics by posting 
and fi lling all vacancies promptly, make paramedic train-
ing more accessible to rural Manitobans, cover tuition for 
paramedic training including EMR-path students, require 
new EMRs to complete paramedic training with a set time 
period, and off er incentives and cover the costs of travel 
and accommodation in hard-to-fi ll areas.

The Tribune asked Shared Health how many paramed-
ics were hired for the rural region (up to November 2025), 
how many paramedics left the rural region (up to Novem-
ber 2025), a description of EMR training, when the EMR 
program starts in Arborg and how many students have 
enrolled.

Shared Health responded, saying it will look into the 
questions but did not provide answers by deadline.

>  MAHCP, FROM PG. 7



By Jennifer McFee
The Town of Stonewall has applied 

to the Public Utilities Board for re-
vised water and wastewater rates. 
The current rates have been in eff ect 
since Jan. 1, 2025. 

If approved, the quarterly service 
charge would remain unchanged at 
$22.50. Water per cubic metre would 
rise to $1.09 from the current rate of 
$1.04. Wastewater per cubic metre 
would rise to $0.95 from the current 
$0.91. 

The minimum quarterly charge 
would rise to $50.33 from $49.10, 
while wastewater only customers 
would pay a minimum quarterly 
charge of $72.97, up from $70.85. The 
wastewater disposal tipping fee per 
cubic meter would rise to $4.70 from 
$4.50. 

An emergency lagoon dumping fee, 
outside of regular operating hours, 
would be $75 per instance. 

“We go through this process every 
year,” said CAO Wally Melnyk.

Details of the application are avail-
able at the town offi  ce. Any comments 
or concerns can be shared at www.
pubmanitoba.ca by Jan. 6. 

IN OTHER COUNCIL NEWS:
• Stonewall resident Dean Full-

er is being inducted into the Manito-
ba Softball Hall of Fame in May 2026. 
The town will buy a one-page ad for 
$150 in the induction banquet pro-
gram to congratulate Fuller.

• Council hosted a public hear-
ing and gave fi rst reading to a pro-
posed special services plan for curb-
side waste and recycling as well as for 
special urban services. The proposed 
waste management levy would in-
crease by $14.25 (8.3%) in 2026 and 
$9.68 (5.2%) in 2027. 

• Council also hosted a public 
hearing and gave fi rst reading for a 
proposed special services plan for 
special urban services. On Jan. 1, 2024 
fi ve quarter-sections of land came un-
der the control of the Town of Stone-
wall after a six-year process with the 
RM of Rockwood. The town and RM 

have a formal agreement that outlines 
how taxes and services are addressed 
between the two municipalities after 
the annexation. 

For properties in the annexed area, 
the town committed to not raise taxes 
for services that aren’t provided. The 
town’s at-large “catch-all” mill rate 
would refl ect the RM’s at-large mill 
rate as best as possible. The town’s ur-
ban services levy would off set the cost 
of some of the services that aren’t be-
ing provided to the annexed lands or 
are being funded outside of taxation, 
such as street lighting, snow removal 
and parks and arena services. The dif-
ference between the two municipali-
ties is about $478,000, which will be 
moved from the town’s at-large mill 
rate to the urban special services levy.

As a result, the urban services levy 
will based on the current projected 
2026 assessment of 1.083 mills. There 
is an additional line item on tax no-
tices, but there is no fi nancial impact. 

• Council gave fi rst reading to 
a bylaw to authorize the expenditure 
and borrowing of $425,000 for a road-
work project to upgrade about 560 
metres of Limestone Bay from gravel 
to asphalt. 

• The federal government has 
imposed tariff s on Chinese electric 
vehicles, which resulted in recipro-
cal tariff s from China on agricultur-
al products from Canada, including 
canola seed, pork and seafood. The 
Town of Stonewall is joining other 
municipalities in asking the Feder-
ation of Canadian Municipalities 
to lobby the federal and provincial 
governments for compensation for 
aff ected agricultural and related food 
products in line with those made to 
support the automotive industry.

• Council accepted a $5,200 
quote from Crosier Kilgour to com-
plete an assessment for repairs to the 
bridge and stairs at the Heritage Arts 
Centre as well as the lake concession. 
The deteriorating infrastructure could 
pose a safety concern, so the town the 
assessment will identify the need for 
structural repairs.

• Council approved the next 

steps for the development of the age-
in-place campus from Braid Solutions, 
including site remediation. Manitoba 
Hydro owns a piece of land to the east 
of the site that supports their main 
distribution line access to Stonewall. 
The town needs Manitoba Hydro’s 
permission to acquire a portion of 
the lands to align the future road and 
service corridor. Braid Solutions and 
town administrators have negotiated 
an agreement with Manitoba Hydro 
for joint planning of the road and ser-
vice corridor. Council authorized the 
land acquisition. 

“We’re one step closer,” Mayor San-
dra Smith said. 

• Citizen representatives have 
been appointed to the town’s 2027 
board of revision: Glenn Leskiw, Da-
vid Cassidy, David Kalnuk, Lockie 
McLean and Susan Scrivens. Leskiw 
will be the presiding offi  cer, and the 
town’s corporate services manager 
will be the secretary. Each member 
will receive remuneration equivalent 
to paid members of council with a 
minimum of $110.  

• Council approved an off er 
to purchase agreement between the 
Town of Stonewall and Imperial Oil 
for a property located on 4th Street 
East. 

“When the most recent renovation 
and expansion to the current fi re hall 
occurred, there was a commitment 
made to look at space for a new facili-
ty before the next upgrade was neces-
sary. While the existing building is not 
in immediate need of replacement, 
the Stonewall Rockwood Fire Depart-
ment is increasingly limited by space 
as its operational demands continue 
to grow,” said town administration. 
“In response, the department identi-
fi ed several potential locations for a 
new facility, with the parcel of land 
on 4th Street East emerging as one 
of the leading candidates. Although 
further assessment is required before 
confi rming the site’s suitability, town 
administration said it was important 
to secure the land as an essential step 
in allowing due diligence to continue. 
Additional evaluations will be done 

in the months ahead before determin-
ing whether the 4th Street East prop-
erty will become the future home of 
the community’s fi re hall.”

• Council approved subdivi-
sion fi le for phases 10 to 15 of Quarry 
Ridge Park. 

“A development agreement to ad-
dress matters including but not lim-
ited to site service, drainage, roads, 
sidewalks, landscaping, design stan-
dards and capital lot levies was a 
condition of the site approval,” Smith 
said.

• Council is nominating Quarry 
Park manager to be Manitoba’s repre-
sentative on the board of directors for 
the Canadian Parks and Recreation 
Association. 

“Kelly Kimball possesses the 
strength, qualifi cations, knowledge 
and experience that would allow her 
to success in this vital liaison role 
in the parks and recreation sector,” 
Smith said. “It would be good to have 
her on the national stage representing 
not only Manitoba but the Town of 
Stonewall.”

Coun. Walter Badger echoed similar 
sentiments. 

“She would make a great rep, that’s 
for sure,” he said. 

• The 2026 Communities in 
Bloom theme will be “therapeutic 
gardening,” which recognizes the 
restorative power of green spaces to 
nurture the mind, body and spirit.

• Council approved the annual 
adjustment to indemnity payments, 
which is based on the cost of living al-
lowance calculated by the Consumer 
Price Index for Manitoba. As of Oct. 
31, 2025, the yearly Consumer Price 
Index is three per cent. As a result, 
the mayor’s indemnity for 2026 will 
be $24,740, up from $24,010 in 2025. 
The deputy mayor’s 2026 rate will 
be $21,960, up from $21,320. Council-
lors will get $18,180 in 2026, up from 
$17,650 in 2025. The daily per diem 
will rise to $230 from $220. In addi-
tion, citizen members will receive a 
2026 hourly rate of $28.75, up from 
$27.50.

Town of Stonewall applies for revised water and wastewater rates
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Gingerbread Dip
Servings: 8-12
4 ounces cream cheese, at room tem-

perature

2 cups whipped cream
graham crackers 
fruit
In medium bowl using electric mixer 

on medium speed, beat cream cheese 
and sugars about 1 minute. Add mo-
lasses and mix until combined.

Add Greek yogurt, ginger, cinnamon 
and nutmeg; beat until combined. Fold 
in whipped cream and mix until fully 
incorporated. Refrigerate 1 hour be-
fore serving or overnight.

Serve with graham crackers and fruit.

> MEAL IDEAL IDEA> M
1/4 cup brown sugar
1/4 cup powdered sugar
3 tablespoons molasses
1 container (16 ounces) Maple Hill 

Vanilla Greek Yogurt
1 teaspoon ground ginger
1 teaspoon ground cinnamon
1 teaspoon ground nutmeg
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By Lana Meier
When Dr. Jade Young walked into 

her new clinic for the fi rst time as 
owner and physician, the moment 
represented more than the start of a 
business. It was a return to the place 
that raised her — and the beginning 
of a medical model she hopes will re-
shape rural care in the northern Inter-
lake for years to come.

Young was born in Dauphin in 1993 
and raised in Eriksdale, later mov-
ing to Lundar Collegiate for Grade 
9 through 12 before graduating in 
2011. Like many rural students, she 
left home to pursue higher education, 
completing a Bachelor of Science at 
the University of Manitoba and later 
earning her MD at the Max Rady Col-
lege of Medicine in 2019. She fi nished 
her residency through the Northern 
and Remote Family Medicine Pro-
gram in 2021 — training built around 
the realities of practising where re-
sources are thin but needs are great.

Her path since then has been any-
thing but conventional. Instead of 
remaining in an urban centre, Young 
chose to work in remote First Nations 
communities through Ongomizwi-
win Health Services (OHS), begin-
ning immediately after graduation.

Since 2021 she has provided clinical 
care in Garden Hill and Red Sucker 
Lake, and recently added Cross Lake 
and Wassagamak to her rotation. She 
spends one week and one weekend 
per month in the north, also provid-
ing remote call coverage and serving 
as Chief of Staff  for the Island Lakes 
communities — a leadership role re-
quiring frequent off -site meetings 
and ongoing coordination with local 
health teams.

At the same time, Young returned 
to the Interlake to practise in Eriks-
dale. Between 2021 and 2025 she 
worked across settings — clinic, hos-
pital, emergency room, personal care 
homes, and at Lake Manitoba First 
Nation. She describes those years as 
formative, demanding, and deeply 
rewarding.

“I was fortunate to work with an 
amazing administrative team, skilled 
allied health, and a supportive group 
of providers in Eriksdale,” she said. 
“I loved many aspects of my job and 
learned to manage a lot during that 
time.”

But as she settled into motherhood 
and gained experience in system nav-
igation, she began to see gaps that felt 
increasingly diffi  cult to ignore. Young 
emphasizes that her decision to leave 
the regional structure was not about a 
lack of commitment — but about be-
ing unable to deliver care in the way 
she believed would actually move 
outcomes.

“Over the years it became apparent 
that the priorities and goals I had for 
improving health outcomes in my 
communities were not aligned with 
regional leadership,” she explained. 
“Reconciling the love for my job and 
my commitment to community with 
the inability to make that job either 
sustainable or authentic became im-
possible.”

Young submitted her resignation to 
the Interlake-Eastern Regional Health 
Authority in November 2024. The 
choice, she said, was painful — but 
necessary.

At the same time, an opportunity 
emerged. The RM of Coldwell and 
Sigfusson Northern approached her 
with the idea of building something 
new — a private clinic created from 
the ground up to refl ect community 
needs rather than system limitations.

“I am immensely grateful for the op-
portunity to open Prairie Sky Health 
& Wellness,” she said. “It allows me 
to honour the commitments I’ve 
made to my communities while par-
ticipating more fully in my family life 
and being true to myself.”

Prairie Sky Health & Wellness  offi  -
cially opened Oct. 20, 2025. It off ers 
primary care in Lundar and at Lake 
Manitoba First Nation, where Young 
provides two to three clinic days per 
month. The building in use today is 
phase one of a longer development 
plan made possible through infra-
structure partnerships with Sigfusson 
Northern.

Inside the clinic are exam rooms, 
therapy spaces, administrative offi  ces 
and room for growth. Mental health 
services are already off ered on-site 
through Newleaf Therapy with ther-
apist Amber Dregger, and massage 
therapy is scheduled to begin in 
March 2026.

Young is clear that the clinic was 
designed to evolve. Capacity exists 
— and is actively open — for addi-
tional family physicians, nurse prac-
titioners, physiotherapists, foot care 
nurses and other allied health provid-
ers, with fl exible participation models 
to attract diverse practitioners.

Students from the Masters of Phy-

sician Assistant Studies Program and 
Northern Remote Family Medicine 
Program also train at the clinic — 
something Young says is strategic.

“Hosting learners is an important 
part of recruiting medical profession-
als to rural and remote Manitoba,” 
she said. “It is also of benefi t to youth 
in our communities to connect with 
these learners. We look forward to 
working with Lundar Collegiate on a 
longitudinal wellness program.”

As staffi  ng grows, phase two will in-
clude furnished housing for visiting 
professionals — addressing a barrier 
familiar across rural Manitoba. Young 
also plans to begin biannual wellness 
days, community outreach events, 
and ongoing mentorship for local stu-
dents considering health careers.

Young identifi es proudly as Métis, 
emphasizing that the way she expe-
riences medicine — from patient re-
lationships to systemic navigation — 
cannot be separated from identity.

“My perceptions and experiences 
along this journey were often infl u-
enced by my Métis identity,” she said. 
“As an Indigenous person navigat-
ing medicine and now a woman in a 
position of privilege, I have not often 
felt like I belonged. More commonly 
I have felt I needed to make a place 
for myself — not just for me, but for 
others who have yet to come.”

Prairie Sky Health & Wellness she 
hopes, can be that place.

She does not have formal training in 
Indigenous healing practices, but val-
ues community-held knowledge and 

welcomes respectful learning.
“I believe in its value, and I am al-

ways thankful to patients and com-
munity members who share their 
knowledge with me,” she said.

Looking ahead, Young sees the fu-
ture of rural medicine rooted not in 
physician recruitment alone, but in 
multidisciplinary teams — a model 
expected to grow under Canada’s up-
coming funding changes recognizing 
“physician equivalent” services such 
as nurse practitioners.

“Broadening the disciplines of pro-
viders broadens the pool of people to 
recruit from,” she said. “When built 
thoughtfully, multidisciplinary teams 
utilize physician expertise more ef-
fectively and allow the team to reach 
more patients. I believe this model is 
the model to strive for.”

Her goal is a clinic environment 
where professionals feel supported, 
community-connected, and able to 
practise sustainably.

“There is more work here than I 
could ever hope to attend to on my 
own,” she said. “I look forward to 
sharing this work — and my commu-
nities — with new team members.”

The response so far has encour-
aged her. Community members have 
stopped in, sent gifts, and off ered 
thanks. Others simply say, welcome 
home.

And for Young, coming home — and 
building something built from home 
— is exactly the point.

TRIBUNE PHOTOS SUBMITTED
Dr. Jade Young with her parents and siblings. From left to right,  Megan Parkes, 

Tracy Parkes, Dr. Jade Young, Mark Parkes and Evan Parkes

Dr. Jade Young returns to Interlake to open Prairie Sky Health & Wellness

The Prairie Sky Health & Wellness logo 

was designed by Jade’s sister Megan 

Parkes.
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By Lana Meier
Residents of Gunton are invited to support the Teulon & Area 

Christmas Cheer Board during Craig Lamm’s 3rd Annual 
Gunton Christmas Cheer Food & Toy Drive on Saturday, Dec. 
13 from 11 a.m. to 2 p.m.

Lamm will be travelling through the community with his 
festive wagon, collecting non-perishable food items and new 
toys to help local families during the holiday season. Residents 
wishing to ensure a stop at their home can contact him directly 
to schedule pickup.

To arrange a donation or for more information, email cuglam-
m10plus@hotmail.com or call 204-467-5079.

Gunton resident 
hosts 3rd annual 
Christmas Cheer 

food and toy drive
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Conditions apply. Details at southbeachcasino.ca

Fans are encouraged to bring toques, mitts, socks, 
scarves, blankets or anything that helps keep 

neighbours warm this winter. Items must be bagged 
and can be tossed onto the ice after the Jets first goal.

All items will be donated to the 
Stonewall & District Christmas Cheerboard.

Drop the Gloves    Drop the Gloves    
      forfor Good Good

Game Day: Sunday, Dec. 14 at 7 p.m.
When they take on the 

St. James Canucks on home ice. 

Come cheer on our 
local Jets as they 
heat things up on 
and off the ice!

Sharing warmth and joy

 TRIBUNE PHOTO BY JO-ANNE PROCTER
There’s still time to donate to the South Interlake Regional Library’s Mitten Tree 

at the Stonewall branch. Staff  and patrons are collecting new mittens, scarves, 

hats, gloves and socks for the Christmas Cheer Board until Dec. 19. Pictured left 

to right: Kelsey Dingwall, Murray Paull, Brenda Paull, Scarlett and Hazel Dingwall.

By Jo-Anne Procter
The sound of a train whistle carried 

through Rosser on Dec. 5 as students 
from Rosser School lined the railway 
fence to watch the CPKC Holiday 
Train roll through the community on 
its 2025 route.

The brightly lit train, travelling west 
toward Portage la Prairie, Minnedosa, 
Neepawa and Shoal Lake, off ered a 
brief but memorable moment for local 
children, with some even catching a 
wave from the conductor as it passed.

The Holiday Train is making 196 
stops across Canada and the United 

States between Nov. 19 and Dec. 21, 
raising food, funds and awareness 
for community food banks. Manito-
ba stops included Whitemouth and 
Winnipeg, where a live outdoor con-
cert was held Dec. 3 featuring Cana-
dian artists Jade Eagleson and Teigen 
Gayse performing from the train’s 
stage.

Since its inaugural journey in 1999, 
the CPKC Holiday Train has raised 
more than $26 million and collected 
about 5.4 million pounds of food for 
food banks across North America.

TRIBUNE PHOTO BY AMANDA MULLIGAN
Rosser Elementary School students watch the CPKC Holiday train roll past their 

school on Dec. 5.

2025 CPKC Holiday train 
rolls through Rosser
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TRIBUNE PHOTO BY LAINE WILSON
Players and families helped kick off  the Fill the Net for 

Christmas Cheer campaign during the U15 Stonewall Minor 

Hockey and Ringette Association tournament at Veterans 

Memorial Sports Complex. Donations of toys, gifts and cash 

were collected for the Stonewall & District Cheer Board 

throughout the event.

Net full of cheer

TribuneStonewall TeulonStonewall Teulon

Christmas   
   Greetings

To advertise your Christmas Greeting 
in the December 18th & 25th, 2025 

Please contact Christy Brown 
at 204-467-5836 or email 

ads@stonewallteulontribune.ca

Booking Deadline is 
December 12, 2025 @ 4:00 pm

STONEWALLSTONEWALL

GIFT CARDS can be purchased in any 
amount for all of our services and products

Buy $100 Gift Card and get $10 For yourself

#5-408 Main St, Stonewall  204-467-7486
Mon-Thurs – 9 – 9 pm, Friday – 9 – 6 pm, Sat. – 9 – 4 pm

We offer;
• Hair Coloring • Highlighting/Lowlights
• Perms • Haircuts-Men, Women & Kids
• Blowdrys, Curling iron, Updos
• Waxing (facial only) • Tanning

We carry Matrix and KMS Product. We can also 
order in anything you might be looking for.
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 LOCALLY OWNED AND OPERATED
SHOP LOCAL FOR THE ‘HARD TO BUY FOR’ PERSON

Santa says buy a 
gift certificate for 

an interior car 
cleaning for that 
‘Hard to buy for’ 

person
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Santa says buy a 
gift certificate for 

an interior car 
cleaning for that 
‘Hard to buy for’ 

person
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Get the perfect 
gift for the golfer 

in your life
Gift cards may be used for 

Golf, Restaurant & Apparel

www.19thgolf.co     Call 467-PLAY

ChristmasChristmas
Gift  CardsGift  Cards
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2025 Holiday Events2025 Holiday Events

By E. Antonio
Moviegoers at The Flicks Cinema 

got an unexpected thrill on Dec. 7 
when three Hollywood actors slipped 
into Stonewall for a night at the mov-
ies.

Jon Hamm, Johnny Pemberton and 
Paul Walter Hauser arrived to catch a 
screening of Running Man while tak-
ing a break from fi lming Sticks and 
Stones in Winnipeg.

“They said that they wanted to see 
the movie, Googled it and found our 
website and decided to make the 
short drive out to Stonewall from 
Winnipeg,” a Flicks Cinema staff  
member said. “This is our fi rst ce-
lebrity encounter since the change of 

ownership.”
Co-owner Griffi  n Levenec was 

working that evening and had the 
chance to talk with the actors. He said 
the visit brought excitement to both 
staff  and guests.

“Turns out even Hollywood can’t 
resist a cozy cinema night right here 
in our community, and after the mov-
ie Jon Hamm thanked us for keeping 
the movies alive,” staff  shared in a so-
cial media post.

The quiet drop-in created big buzz 
among theatre-goers — a memorable 
night where the silver screen wasn’t 
the only star power in the room.

TRIBUNE PHOTO SUBMITTED
Hollywood actors Paul Walter Hauser, Jon Hamm and Johnny Pemberton made 

a surprise stop at The Flicks Cinema in Stonewall on Dec. 7 while on break from 

fi lming Sticks and Stones, posing for a photo with employee Griffi  n Levenec.

Stars surprise Stonewall audience with casual visit

Hollywood trio drop 
in for movie night 

at The Flicks

CALL OR TEXT 204-791-9856 
( b y  a p p o i n t m e n t  o n l y )

w S t o n e w o o d E l k R a n c h . c o m
m s t o n e w o o d e l k r a n c h @ g m a i l . c o m

 Farm
- t o -

Fork

D I R ECT I O N S  F R O M  B A L M O R A L : 1  M I L E  S O U T H  O N 
H W Y  2 3 6  & 1 .75  M I L E S  E A ST  O N  R OA D  8 4 N 

O R  1  M I L E  S O U T H  O N  H W Y  7  A N D  1 . 2 5  M I L E S  W E ST 
O N  R OA D  8 4 N  ( Watch for Stonewood Elk Ranch sign)

Celebrate the season with Stonewood Elk Ranch!  
Our ELK & WILD RICE SALAMI and  

flavourful BREAKFAST SAUSAGE are here to 
level up your Christmas morning spread  

and add something special to your  
New Year’s Eve charcuterie boards.

ALSO SELLING BISON AND LAMB
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By Jo-Anne Procter
Grade 2 French immersion students 

at ERWBB are on the hunt this holi-
day season after a mischievous class-
room craft took on a life of its own.

After reading Gingerbread in Dis-
guise, students created their own dis-
guised gingerbread characters — but 
sometime after, the cookies mysteri-
ously “escaped” and have since been 
spotted hiding around town.

Over the break, students will search 
for the runaway gingerbreads and 
record their sightings on a chart so 
teachers Mme. Millar and Mme. Tes-
luck can round them up in the new 
year. If a student fi nds their own gin-
gerbread, they’re encouraged to snap 
a selfi e and send it to their teacher.

A light-hearted project turned com-
munity adventure, the hunt has stu-
dents watching closely in hopes of 
bringing their gingerbread creations 
safely back home.

TRIBUNE PHOTO BY DANA SCRIVENS
Ecole RW Bobby Bend School French 

Immersion Grade 2 student Brooks 

Scrivens found his gingerbread man 

hiding in the window of the Stonewall 

Town Hall building.

Run as fast as 
you can; you can’t 
catch me — I’m the 
Gingerbread Man

SHOP LOCAL - SUPPORT LOCAL BUSINESS



The Stonewall Teulon Tribune   Thursday, December 11, 2025    17

�������		

�

�
��������
�

�

���
����
��
����
����	
���	�����

inmotionnetwork.ca   
K e e p i n g  t h e  I n t e r l a k e  i n M o t i o n  s i n c e  19 94

MASSAGE
GIFT 

CERTIFICATES 
AVAILABLE

Best Wishes
from our 

inMotion Team

By Lana Meier
The Teulon Curling Club youth bon-

spiel held this past weekend deliv-
ered competitive curling, community 
spirit and emotional support for a lo-
cal family, raising over $3,000 to sup-
port area kids fi ghting cancer, includ-
ing 10-year-old Revan Louis, who is 
undergoing treatment after a recent 
brain cancer diagnosis.

The bonspiel — hosted in partner-
ship with Curl Manitoba and the 
Jonathan Watson Memorial Bonspiel 
(JWMB) committee — featured six 
U15 teams from across the region. Af-
ter a full day of round-robin action, 
the Reynolds rink out of Gladstone 
captured gold, the Einarson rink of 
Petersfi eld/Gimli earned silver, and 
the McLean rink from Ste. Anne se-
cured bronze.

Alongside the on-ice competition, 
spectators packed the lounge and 
lobby for silent auctions, 50-50 draws 

— with $105 going to Chris Dawson, 
$333.50 to Lisa Taylor and $125 to 
Karla Willis — a Toonie Broom raffl  e 
won by Michelle Andersen, and gen-
erous drop-off  donations throughout 
the weekend.

Funds raised will go directly to 
the Louis family to help with travel, 
parking, meals and household needs 
while Revan receives treatment.

For Revan’s mom, Nancy Louis, the 
community support has been over-
whelming.

“Revan is a strong boy, and I’m so 
proud of him because he’s been such 
a trooper through most of this,” she 
said. “He had his biopsy four weeks 
ago and we’re just waiting for pathol-
ogy results to confi rm the type of tu-
mour.”

Nancy said the fundraiser will make 
a real diff erence in the weeks ahead.

“I am so grateful for the community 
we live in and the bonspiel,” she said. 

“It’s going to help a lot with things 
like parking, fuel and any extra medi-
cation he will need. I’ve been off  work 
since Oct. 23 and the extra money sure 
helps because, like everyone know, 
something always comes up.”

Revan is described as a caring kid 
with a love of humour, games and 
YouTube shorts.

“He’s a very loving child who likes 
to make people laugh,” Nancy said. 
“Hospital stays are hard on him — 
he’d much rather be home with his 

dogs and his sisters. He misses them 
a lot.”

She said the hardest moments have 
been eased by how quickly friends, 
family and neighbours stepped in.

“I’m very grateful for my close 
friends and family who jumped in 
and helped when this all came crash-
ing down on us,” she said. “The best 
part about living in a small town is 
how wonderful the community is 
when something happens — every-
one gathers to help support you.”

TRIBUNE PHOTOS SUBMITTED
Team Reynolds captured U15 gold at the Teulon Youth Bonspiel held Dec. 5–7. 

Weekend proceeds support local youth Revan Louis and his family as he undergoes 

cancer treatment.

Youth bonspiel crowns champions, raises support for Revan

Team McLean earned the U15 bronze. 

Team Einarson earned U15 silver.



18   The Stonewall Teulon Tribune   Thursday, December 11, 2025

By Lana Meier
Interlake School Division (ISD) is ex-

panding Indigenous education with 
a new land-based learning program 
that takes students outdoors to learn 
from the land, alongside First Na-
tions and Métis knowledge keepers. 
The program aims to deepen cultural 
understanding, increase engagement 
and help students develop mean-
ingful relationships with nature and 
community.

Kathy Simcoe, Indigenous education 
support teacher for ISD, said under-
standing Indigenous culture cannot 
happen solely within four classroom 
walls.

“To truly understand Indigenous 
culture is to understand the relation-
ship with the land, including the wa-
ter and all of nature,” she said. “Ed-
ucation, as we know it, has typically 
been taught inside a classroom. Indig-
enous land-based education is a dif-
ferent way of approaching learning 
where the focus is on the land as the 
teacher, curriculum and classroom, 
with the help of elders and knowl-
edge keepers.”

Simcoe said one of the core goals is 
ensuring students remain connected 
and engaged in learning.

“Ultimately, the goal is that all stu-
dents succeed, and for that they need 
to stay engaged. At this crucial time 
in our world, it’s about introducing 
them to the land so they care about it, 
and having them walk alongside oth-
er people so they learn how to work 
together,” she said. “My job is to build 
capacity in teachers, most of whom 
are non-Indigenous, so they feel com-
fortable infusing what knowledge 
they can and knowing when to call on 
knowledge keepers.”

In addition to divisional high school 
gatherings, Grade 7 and 8 teachers are 
being supported to off er land-based 

learning either through coursework 
or extracurricular programs. A year-
end celebration is planned to bring 
participating middle-years students 
together for land-based activities and 
community learning.

The division has now held two ses-
sions — the fi rst on Oct. 9 in part-
nership with Peguis Special Projects, 
where students helped erect a tipi, lis-
tened to elders and received an intro-
duction to traditional teachings. 

“Students were respectful and re-
ceptive, and expressed interest in 
learning about harvesting wild 
game,” Simcoe said. “Almost all of 
the students returned for Day 2, with 
a few added.”

The second session took place 
Thursday, Nov. 20 at the Manitoba 
Métis Federation building in Teu-
lon, where students immediately got 
to work chopping wood, preparing 
soup and bannock and building a fi re. 
Once classmates arrived from Stone-
wall and Warren, the group — 35 in 
total — rotated through three activi-
ty stations: deer harvesting, trapping 
and beaver skinning, and bannock-
on-a-stick cooking.

Knowledge keepers Joe Sutherland 
and Kinnan Stevenson-French from 
Peguis, along with Métis trapper Bob 
Church of Swan River, opened the 
day with cultural protocol. Tobac-
co and jam were off ered — gifts that 
show respect and request teachings. 
Each knowledge keeper shared their 
own practices for honouring animals 
taken from the land.

“As they guided the students 
through hunting, trapping and pre-
paring meat and furs, they empha-
sized sustainability,” said Simcoe. 
“The teaching of respect using the 
buff alo robe was reinforced, showing 
that as many parts of the animal as 
possible are used to avoid waste.”

Students learned to carve roasting 
sticks, prepare bannock from scratch, 
chop vegetables safely and refl ect on 
gratitude before eating — ensuring 
knowledge keepers were served fi rst.

The goal, Simcoe said, is not only 
cultural literacy but community con-
nection. ISD’s continuous improve-
ment plan prioritizes high-quality 
learning experiences that are accessi-
ble, equitable and responsive, espe-
cially for students who may not see 
themselves refl ected in school envi-
ronments. About 20 per cent of ISD 
students identify as Indigenous, most 
of them Métis.

“The hope is that the spark will be 
lit for students who need it — that 
small successes and opportunities for 
leadership will carry over into their 
educational experience and beyond,” 
she said. 

Teachers are also building long-term 
relationships with knowledge keep-
ers through Treaty Education for All 
and a growing contact network acces-
sible to staff  division-wide.

One example of integration at the 
school level is the work of industrial 
arts teacher Garret Groves at Collège 
Stonewall Collegiate. Groves previ-
ously partnered with Simcoe on an 
annual fi shing trip when both taught 
at Teulon Collegiate and continues to 
bring Indigenous perspectives into 
his courses. His involvement in the 
land-based program adds another di-
mension to that work, supporting the 
division’s goal of increasing capacity 
among staff .

Meaningful shifts are already hap-
pening. Teachers have reported in-
creased confi dence and engagement 
from students who attended, and 
Simcoe observed youth naturally 

stepping into leadership roles during 
the gatherings. 

“Students have begun to make 
connections with each other across 
schools, creating a sense of communi-
ty,” she said.

Future plans include a traditional 
Métis fi sh harvest and shore lunch 
in St. Laurent with knowledge keep-
er Allan Gaudry. Eventually, Simcoe 
hopes older participants will return 
to mentor younger students, building 
a program that grows year after year.

“The biggest take-away I hope for is 
connection,” said Simcoe. “Connec-
tion between students, with knowl-
edge keepers, with the land. I hope 
they leave understanding that all of 
us and all things are connected — and 
that they carry that forward as car-
ing citizens who honour ‘all our rela-
tions.’”

TRIBUNE PHOTOS BY KATHY SIMCOE
Students from Teulon, Warren and Stonewall spent the day learning on the land 

during Interlake School Division’s Indigenous land-based education gathering on 

Nov. 20 in Teulon. Guided by First Nations and Métis knowledge keepers, students 

participated in deer harvesting, trapping and bannock-making while learning 

cultural teachings, protocols and the importance of showing respect for the 

land.

A student assists with the deer harvest 

under the guidance of knowledge 

keepers during ISD’s Indigenous Land-

Based Education gathering on Nov. 20 

in Teulon.

Indigenous land-based learning grows in Interlake School Division



The holiday season is an ideal time to 
support the businesses in your region. 
Here are six ways to make buying local a 
part of your Christmas celebrations.

1. GIFT GIVING
If you plan to participate in a holiday gift 
exchange with your friends or family 
members, take this opportunity to intro-
duce them to local merchants. For exa-
mple, regionally made body care pro-
ducts, handcrafted jewelry and artisanal 
foods make great gifts.

2. ALCOHOLIC BEVERAGES
Alcoholic beverages and the holiday sea-
son go hand in hand. This year, serve 
beers brewed in your region, wines made 
at a local vineyard and spirits distilled 

nearby. To add to the fun and sample an 
assortment of products, consider organi-
zing a tasting event at your next holiday 
party.

3. PERSONAL WELLNESS PRODUCTS
Entice your guests to buy local products 
themselves by placing a handmade bar of 
soap in the bathroom, lighting locally 
crafted candles or providing an all-natu-
ral hand cream to relieve dry hands.

4. FOOD
If you’re whipping up a homemade meal 
for your holiday guests, plan your menu 
around seasonal and local products. If 
you’d rather take a break from cooking, 
hire a caterer who uses regional goods. 
Don’t forget to purchase dessert from a 

486 Main St. Stonewall
(204) 467-5589

Shop LocalShop Local
FOR ALL YOUR HOLIDAY NEEDSFOR ALL YOUR HOLIDAY NEEDS

• PLUMBING • ELECTRICAL• PLUMBING • ELECTRICAL
• PAINT • BBQ• PAINT • BBQ
• HOME IMPROVEMENT• HOME IMPROVEMENT
• SEASONAL DECORATIONS• SEASONAL DECORATIONS
• GIFT CARDS• GIFT CARDS

Stonewall PharmacyStonewall Pharmacy
467-8385 Mon-Fri 9am-8pm

Sat 9am-6pm
Sun 12pm-5pm333 Main Street, Westside Plaza��Stonewall, MB

Free Local Delivery

Pharmacy and Travel Needs, 
Toys & Games, Stocking 

Stuffers, Holiday Confection 
and Gift Cards.
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Come and see us Come and see us 
for all your pet for all your pet 

care needs! care needs! 

Gift Cards and Gift Cards and 
much much more much much more 

available.available. Dog ToysDog Toys
& Treats& Treats

nearby pastry shop or bakery.

5. CLOTHING
Create head-turning holiday ensembles 
by shopping at local clothing stores. 
Shirts, dresses, skirts, pants and accesso-
ries come in many stylish and comfor-
table options.

6. DECORATIONS
Spruce up your holiday decor with 
unique, locally crafted items. Wreaths, 
vases, sculptures and other handmade 
treasures are sure to infuse your home or 
office with the Christmas spirit.

This holiday season, be sure to boost 
your community’s economy by suppor-
ting your local businesses.
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For over 20 years, Family Foods has been proudly 
serving Stonewall & the surrounding communities.

When you shop with us, you:
*Support local jobs & families
*Help fund local sports & community fundraising events
*Keep your grocery dollars working here at home

Give the Gift of Groceries - Family Foods Gift Cards are 
available at any checkout!

We are pleased to offer a variety of holiday catering 
options, including:

* Elegant dainty or cookie platters.
* Savory cold cut, sandwich, or wrap platters.
* Fresh vegetable or fruit platters

For your Christmas stocking or entertainment needs, we 
invite you to explore our curated selection of cherished 
British Christmas products. We also offer an extensive 
assortment of other holiday snacks and chocolates.

Thank you for your decision to 
support local businesses.

Shop Local. Shop Local. 
Support Stonewall.Support Stonewall.
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Are you tired of handing 
over your hard-earned 
dollars to online retailers? 
If so, offline shopping is 
a trend that’s becoming 
increasingly popular. The 
principle? Focus on 
in-person shopping ex-

periences rather than anonymous exchanges on the 
internet. Here are seven great reasons to do all your 
holiday shopping offline.

1. TO SUPPORT YOUR COMMUNITY
Making purchases from your local merchants at this 
busy time of year is a concrete way of giving back to 
your community. Your money goes directly into your 
neighbours’ hands and helps to create — and keep! 
— jobs in your region. In contrast, ordering a gift 
online from the other side of the world doesn’t help 
the people closest to home.

7 reasons to do 
your holiday shopping in person STOP IN 

AT ONE 
OF OUR 
LOCAL 

STORES

Get the perfect 
gift for the golfer 

in your life

www.19thgolf.co     Call 467-PLAY

Gift cards may be 
used for Golf, 

Restaurant & Apparel
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 LOCALLY OWNED AND OPERATED
SHOP LOCAL FOR THE ‘HARD TO BUY FOR’ PERSON
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Santa says buy a 
gift certificate for 

an interior car 
cleaning for that 
‘Hard to buy for’ 

person
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Sirry 
Gudjonsdottir 

Massage Therapist

Offering cupping 
massage

Sirry is now offering lymphatic 
drainage massage

2. TO CONNECT WITH PEOPLE
When you visit the businesses in your region, you 
get to interact directly with local merchants. Of 
course, shopping online (in your pajamas?) has its 
advantages but talking to salespeople and fellow 
shoppers is even better. 

3. TO STIMULATE THE LOCAL ECONOMY
The more people support local retailers, the longer 
their businesses can continue to thrive and serve 
the community, thereby creating a strong local 
economy. What’s more, dynamic neighbourhoods 
are much more pleasant to live in than those 
whose shops have been forced to close and are ac-
cumulating dust, dirt and graffiti.

4. TO STRENGTHEN YOUR SENSE 
OF COMMUNITY
Visiting businesses in your neighbourhood will in-
crease your ties to the region. When you explore 
the area around you, you’ll rub elbows with your 
neighbours and discover amazing goods and ser-
vices a stone’s throw from your home.

5. TO BENEFIT FROM EXCELLENT SERVICE
Returns and exchanges are a breeze when the pro-
duct you’ve purchased comes from a nearby store. 

And local merchants know they need your business 
to survive, so they’ll do everything they can to en-
sure you’re happy. Conversely, returning and ex-
changing items bought online is sometimes diffi-
cult. 

6. TO ENJOY A VARIETY OF PRODUCTS
Are you familiar with all of the goods and services 
available in your region? Probably not. In fact, 
there are likely more businesses in your area than 
you realize! Consider spending a day visiting them. 
You’ll find that in just a few hours, you’ve comple-
ted all your holiday shopping and are still close to 
home. 

7. TO BE KIND TO THE ENVIRONMENT
Shopping locally not only eliminates the cost of 
shipping, but also tends to reduce the distance pro-
ducts travel before reaching you. In addition, you 
can avoid the need for extra packaging materials 
when you shop in person, especially if you bring 
your own tote bags. 

This year, go ahead and get your holiday gifts, goo-
dies and decorations a few minutes from home — 
you have nothing to lose and everything to gain.
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By Lana Meier
Most Manitobans know the North only through 

postcard images — endless tundra horizons, drift-
ing snow, the distant shadow of a caribou herd. 
But for Stonewall resident Murray Gillespie, those 
landscapes shaped not only a career but a lifetime of 
memories, risk, and wonder. Over more than four 
decades as a wildlife biologist, Gillespie worked 
in remote camps from Hudson Bay to Nunavut, 
travelling by bush plane, canoe and snowmobile, 
often without communication, comfort or a second 
chance if things went wrong.

His new book, A Wild Life, captures that northern 
life in vivid stories—moments when instinct mat-
tered more than protocol and when the unexpected 
arrived on four paws, through a tent fl ap or out of 
the sky. He will share those experiences during a 
book signing downstairs on Saturday, Dec. 13 from 
noon to 4 p.m. at Quarry Park Heritage Arts Cen-
tre in Stonewall, where readers can meet him, ask 
questions and take home a signed copy.

Gillespie’s connection to wildlife began long be-
fore he held a fi eld notebook. Growing up in rural 
Manitoba, he spent spring watching for the fi rst 
returning birds and fall counting geese against the 
horizon. He remembers the creak of the wind, the 
smell of poplar and the thrill of new life moving 
across the Prairies.

One fi gure stands out from those early years: a 
local naturalist, Alec MacKay, who taught him not 
only how to see wildlife but how to respect it. In 
his book, Murray recalls MacKay calmly setting the 
broken leg of a pet crow — a moment that showed 
young Murray the quiet skill and empathy behind 
conservation work.

“That relationship shaped the course of my life,” 
he said. “I had many childhood dreams of working 
with wildlife or becoming an archeologist. My fam-
ily supported that direction.”

Raised in Manitoba with a deep appreciation 
for nature, Gillespie’s path to wildlife biology be-
gan long before he carried a rifl e for bear safety or 
logged fl ight time in a bush plane or helicopter. A 

childhood spent outdoors led to a career with Man-
itoba Natural Resources and Canadian Wildlife Ser-
vice that took him across the Arctic and subarctic, 
studying migratory birds, managing game popu-
lations and supporting fi eld research. He became 
known for his calm presence in windy radio tents, 
his ability to jury-rig broken equipment in camp 
and his commitment to collecting wildlife data 
even when weather or wildlife had other plans.

Still, biology was not his fi rst path. After high 
school he joined Manitoba Telephone System as 
a lineman and later an installer, a job he remem-
bers as fun and rewarding. It wasn’t until he took 
leave to attend the University of Manitoba — fi rst 
intending to study engineering — that everything 
changed.

“I found my passion in biology,” he said simply.
What followed was a working life many can only 

imagine. As a young biologist, Gillespie spent sum-
mers and weekends working for Manitoba Natural 
Resources. Tasks shifted fast — one day banding 
birds, the next responding to a disease outbreak. 
Crews worked as long as wildlife windows al-
lowed.

“We worked seven days a week when necessary, 
without overtime or holiday pay,” he said. “It 
wasn’t about money. It was commitment to the pro-
gram and following through.”

Field seasons meant long stretches away, some-
times weeks, sometimes months. Weather was 
unpredictable. A survey might involve crawling 
through black spruce bog, living in a tent beside 
a windswept shore or waiting for fog to lift so the 
helicopter could return. In the far North, adversity 
was part of the job — and communication was of-
ten non-existent.

“You needed to solve problems without support,” 
he said. “And you had to learn how to deal with 
bugs without going mad.”

The work also meant close calls — experiences 
that shaped his instincts for risk. Once, while con-
ducting goose surveys over Hudson Bay Lowlands 
in a Cessna 180, the engine quit at low altitude.

“There was nowhere to land except trees and wet-
lands,” he said. “We drifted toward the ground 
preparing for impact. Just before we hit, the pilot 
restarted the engine and pulled us out.”

Other near misses included remote canoe expe-
ditions, polar bears ap-
proaching camps and 
the kind of silence that 
makes a biologist sud-
denly aware they are not 
the only one watching.

Gillespie’s book shares 
these moments not as 
tall tales but as lived 
truth. The wolverine 
story, already a favou-
rite among early read-
ers, is one example. He 
recounts sitting alone in 
a Perry River wetland 
with a lawn chair, cam-
era and three goose de-
coys — hoping to pho-
tograph spring migrants 
— when a wolverine 
appeared on the horizon 
and walked straight to-

ward him, closing the distance to just 12 yards.
“It stood up on its hind legs and stared me down,” 

he writes, “so close I could see the teeth.”
Other encounters blur the line between danger 

and delight — an Arctic fox with a Coca-Cola habit 
(page 52), a polar bear punching through a helicop-
ter windshield (page 45), and countless quiet hours 
waiting for birds to land or muskox to wander into 
view. Gillespie refuses to choose a favourite species.

“I love them all,” he said. “People overlook lem-
mings, but they’re fascinating. I’ve spent countless 
hours following caribou, photographing foxes, 
watching muskox walk by within feet.”

Some memories are small but unforgettable — ly-
ing so still that caribou heard the click of his shut-
ter and turned to fi nd the hidden photographer, or 
feeling an Arctic fox nudge his camera bag out of 
curiosity.

After 40 years, Gillespie has seen landscapes shift 
before his eyes.

“Climate change, the timing of ice breakup and 
freeze-up, and warming summers are changing the 
North,” he said. “Many people in the south don’t 
understand how fragile those ecosystems are.”

If he could pass one message to the public, espe-
cially youth, it would be responsibility.

“The land and wildlife can’t speak for them-
selves,” he said. “We need informed citizens who 
will stand up for habitat and ecosystems — not just 
decisions based on economics.”

Gillespie never set out to write a book. He wrote 
stories fi rst for his children — and later for grand-
children — so they would know the world he lived 
in.

“My stories come from memory,” he said. “I was 
fortunate to have vivid recall, and I was even more 
fortunate to have the support of a wonderful wife. I 
couldn’t have done any of this without her.”

Encouraged by family, he shaped those memories 

TRIBUNE PHOTO BY MURRAY GILLESPIE
A curious wolverine approaches Murray Gillespie’s goose decoys on the tundra 

near Nunavut’s Perry River — one of several unforgettable encounters featured 

in his new memoir A Wild Life, chronicling 45 years as a wildlife biologist in the 

North.

Meet the author Dec. 13, 
12–4 p.m., at QPHAC

A Wild Life: Stonewall biologist shares stories from 45 years in the North

Continued on page 22

Murray Gillespie with his new book A Wild Life, a 

collection of stories from four decades working with 

wildlife across the Arctic and Subarctic. Gillespie will 

host a public signing in Stonewall on Dec. 13.
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into A Wild Life with the help of an 
editor. He still has many stories not 
included, but rather than writing a 
sequel, he hopes to continue shar-
ing his knowledge in schools and 
seniors’ homes across the province.

“Students are so thirsty for re-
al-world knowledge,” he said. “I 
try to get them excited about eco-
systems, animals they’ve never 
seen, the importance of the land.”

Launching his fi rst book signing 

in Stonewall feels fi tting.
“I know many people here,” 

Gillespie said. “I hope the book 
inspires conversations — stories 
of their own. Maybe it encourages 
someone to talk with a grandpar-
ent or a young person to follow 
their curiosity outdoors.”

Whether you arrive for the wol-
verines, the bears, the Arctic foxes 
or the quiet moments under North-
ern light, expect to leave with 
something rare: a true story from 
a man who lived the wilderness, 
one footstep and one heartbeat at 
a time.

By Jennifer McFee
Local students created colourful art-

work that’s cute as a button and made 
a lasting impression on Parliament 
Hill. 

On Saturday, Nov. 22, Laine Wil-
son travelled to Ottawa to advocate 
for community parks and recreation 
through her work on the Canadian 
Parks and Recreation Association 
(CPRA) board. Wilson represents 
Manitoba, alongside colleagues from 
across the country. 

To showcase the community’s cre-
ative fl air, Wilson brings items made 
by local school kids that off er a 
glimpse into Manitoba life. In previ-
ous years, she has brought friendship 
bracelets to share on Parliament Hill, 
and last year Stonewall Centennial 
students created a brightly coloured 
suit for her to wear. During a previous 
visit, she also donned a pair of shoes 
decorated with designs by Grade 2 
students at Ecole R.W. Bobby Bend.

This year, Grade 4 students from 
Ecole R.W. Bobby Bend crafted artis-
tic buttons for Wilson to share with 
members of Parliament, while Grosse 
Isle students created artwork for the 
occasion. 

Susan Hannah, a Grade 4 teacher 
at ERWBB, expressed enthusiasm for 
the Parliamentary button project. 

“In preparation for her visit to Otta-
wa, Laine provided our students with 
a button maker and all necessary sup-
plies, inviting them to design buttons 
to share with politicians across Cana-
da,” she said. 

“To guide our work, students from 
4H selected a theme aligned with 
outcomes from the social studies cur-
riculum, specifi cally the expectation 
to identify and research provincial 
monuments and symbols. Students 
explored various roadside and com-
munity monuments throughout Man-
itoba, selected one that captured their 
interest and developed several design 
drafts using diff erent colours and 
backgrounds.”

Throughout the process, the stu-
dents collaborated with peers, ex-
changed ideas and used maps to lo-
cate the communities connected to 
each monument.

“Students engaged in the project 

with great enthusiasm and were ex-
cited by the idea that their designs 
would reach Parliament and help 
others learn more about Manitoba. 
Popular selections included the Three 
Mushrooms from Meleb, Gilbert the 
Golfer from Gilbert Plains, Chuck 
the Channel Cat from Selkirk, Hap-
py Rock from Gladstone, the Hockey 
Stick from Winkler, the Crocus from 
Arden and Sara the Camel from Glen-
boro,” Hannah said.

“We also shared this project with 
Mrs. Rudge’s class 4R, and together 
our two classes proudly created more 
than 150 buttons.”

At the same time, teacher Justin 
Anderson’s students at Grosse Isle 
School worked on artwork for Wil-
son to bring with her to the nation’s 
capital. The Grade 5 and 6 class was 
tasked with creating an art piece to 
be distributed to community leaders 

from across Canada. 
“We chose to tie this in with a re-

search project for social studies. Each 
student chose a province or territory 
to research and then came up with an 
artist from their province or territory 
to study. The students then created an 
art piece in the style of their chosen 
artist that included features of their 
province, such as the landscape,” An-
derson said. 

“We are really proud of how they 
turned out and excited to see them 
make their way across Canada. This 
project allowed students to gain an 
appreciation for the diversity of both 
artists and styles of art across Cana-
da. Our goal was to be able to put all 
of the art pieces side by side and see 
how each art piece represents its re-
spective province or territory.”

While in Ottawa, Wilson shared the  

buttons with federal government of-
fi cials, while the Grosse Isle artwork 
went home with CPRA representa-
tives from each province and territory. 
Continuing with the made-in-Mani-
toba theme, she also wore a coat dec-
orated by Stony Mountain students 
last spring.

 “The students’ artwork, buttons and 
coat were more than creative pieces 
— they were proof of the strength of 
our community partnerships. Bring-
ing them to Parliament showed how 
collaboration can uplift young people 
and amplify their voices,” she said. 

“I’m so grateful for the students and 
community partners whose creativity 
and collaboration made a huge im-
pact on the hill. Their work is a pow-
erful reminder that when we come 
together, our impact stretches from 
coast to coast across Canada.”

TRIBUNE PHOTOS SUBMITTED
Top photo: Grade 5 and 6 students at Grosse Isle School proudly display the 

artwork they created for Laine Wilson to take to Ottawa as part of her visit to 

Parliament Hill on Nov. 22. Bottom photo: Students in Susan Hannah’s Grade 4 

class at École R.W. Bobby Bend show the buttons they designed as part of a social 

studies project highlighting Manitoba monuments and symbols.

Laine Wilson stands proudly on 

Parliament Hill wearing a coat decorated 

by Stony Mountain School students 

and holding student-made art pieces 

and buttons. Wilson promoted parks 

and recreation while sharing Manitoba 

creativity with federal leaders through 

her role with the Canadian Parks and 

Recreation Association.

Local kids’ colourful creations travel to Ottawa and beyond



By Kieran Reimer
Celebrations continued last week for the Varsity 

Interlake Thunder.
It’s been just over a month since the Thunder de-

feated the St. Vital Mustangs in the 2025 Rural Man-
itoba Football League Championship in Stonewall. 
The Thunder fi nally got past the Mustangs this sea-
son after falling to them in the fi nals the previous 
two years.

They did it with their most dominant roster in that 
stretch, fi nishing the season a perfect 9-0.

On Saturday, Nov. 29, the Thunder gathered for 
their year-end awards banquet at the Royal Cana-
dian Legion Branch 52 in Stonewall.

Eight players received awards for their contribu-
tions this season, as selected by head coach Christof 
Hasselfi eld and staff .

Hasselfi eld has coached many of the players for 
multiple seasons, including graduating seniors 
who he has guided throughout their varsity careers.

“It’s some of my favourite, most cherished mem-
ories,” said Hasselfi eld. “Not just talking about a 
championship, but even just growing as a coach 
while those guys are growing up as players and 
kids and everything. Them being there when I 
make mistakes and forgiving me for it and vice 
versa. It’s an awesome group. I look forward to the 
other guys, but this one will always be special to 

me.”
AJ Nadon was named the team’s Most Valuable 

Player after once again leading the Thunder’s run 
game. The 2025 season was his fi nal year of eligi-
bility for the senior running back from Winnipeg 
Beach.

Handling the ball often in 2025 was Gimli’s Jessie 
Batenchuk, recipient of the Thunder’s Most Out-
standing Off ensive Player Award. Batenchuk took 
on the starting quarterback role in 2024 after pre-
viously playing receiver. It proved to be a smooth 
transition for the now-senior QB, who capped his 
RMFL career with a championship.

A favourite target of his was Jamie Dandeneau, 
who received the Charlie Cook Leadership Award. 
The wide receiver from Stonewall was also a senior 
this season.

Paving the way for the Thunder off ence was Gim-
li’s Jakob Samborski, named Most Outstanding 
Lineman.

On defence, Stonewall’s Cooper Ponton earned 
the Most Outstanding Defensive Player Award in 
his senior year.

Gimli’s Dylan Maclean was also recognized in his 
fi nal season with the Ed deLaroque Impact Player 
Award.

Rounding out the honours were Fraserwood’s 

Marlo Lapierre and Gimli’s Caleb Miyai. Lapierre 
received the Most Outstanding Special Teams Play-
er Award, while Miyai was named Most Outstand-
ing Rookie. Both are eligible to return in 2026.

TRIBUNE PHOTOS SUBMITTED
The Varsity Interlake Thunder held their year-end awards on Saturday, Nov. 29 at the Royal Canadian Legion Branch 52 in Stonewall, just weeks after defeating the 

St. Vital Mustangs for the 2025 RMFL Championship.

Winnipeg Beach’s AJ Nadon was the recipient of the 

Thunder’s Most Valuable Player Award. The senior 

running back was one of eight award winners.

Varsity Thunder conclude championship season with year-end awards
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By Kieran Reimer
The softball season runs year-round — even for 

Manitobans.
The start of the 2026 Manitoba Premier Softball 

League season is still months away, but the Inter-
lake Phillies AAA Softball Program is already deep 
into indoor training.

“We’ve had some indoor practices, some hitting, 
and our pitching and catching goes every week, 
so they’re getting lots of reps in,” said U15 Phillies 
head coach Mike Hammond.

Interlake will ice three clubs next season — U13, 
U15 and U17.

Hammond returns to the U15 dugout after guid-
ing the team to provincial bronze and a sixth-place 
fi nish at the 2025 Canadian Championships. Join-
ing him behind the bench are Jon Reimer, Chelsea 
Snively, Emma Wirgau and Kenna Reimer.

The U15 roster features a strong mix of majors and 
minors — and several athletes are keeping sharp 
through winter ball. Krystal Crampton, Lily Ham-
mond and Kardyn Reimer are among players get-
ting game action with Minnesota-based Midwest 
Speed this off -season, while others are currently in 
hockey season.

Come summer, the Phillies will be chasing a re-
turn trip to the Canadian Championships, sched-
uled for July 29–Aug. 2, 2026, in Fredericton, N.B.

“The core of this group has been together for a 
while now,” Hammond said. “The minors coming 
up are very strong. We’ve got two new girls from 
AA that we’re excited about, so we’re looking for-
ward to seeing what they can do this year.”

The Phillies will also enjoy home-fi eld advantage 
during Softball Manitoba U15 AAA Provincials, set 
for July 9–12, 2026, at Stonewall’s Quarry Park — 
the same venue where the program last hosted and 
captured the title.

“It’s going to be nice,” Hammond said. “We host-
ed it a couple years back when we won it there, and 
it was great having the community come out and 
support us and having all the families there.”

At the U17 level, Kirt Swanson returns as head 
coach alongside staff  members Maddy Fines, Denis 
Woods, Tom Rinn and Robyn Deprez.

The reigning Western Canadian champion U13 
Phillies, meanwhile, will be led by new head coach 
Colin Ballantyne, with Mel De Pena, Maddy Fidler, 
Heidi Fingas and Deana Ballantyne rounding out 
the staff .

TRIBUNE PHOTO SUBMITTED
Lily Hammond, Krystal Crampton and Kardyn Reimer 

are spending their winter playing with the Minnesota-

based Midwest Speed. The trio will suit up for the U15 

AAA Interlake Phillies this summer in the Manitoba 

Premier Softball League. 

Phillies putting in the work ahead of 2026 season

TRIBUNE PHOTO SUBMITTED
Warren Collegiate’s Camryn Oliver capped off  her high school volleyball career in 

style at the MHSAA Volleyball Manitoba A/AA/AAA Graduating All-Star Game and 

Banquet in Winnipeg over the weekend. Oliver was recognized as a Graduating 

All-Star and later named to the All Manitoba Team, placing her among the top 

seven players in A–AAA schools and earning top libero honours. Adding to the 

celebration, her father and coach, Tyler Oliver, received AA Female Coach of the 

Year. Adria Vandersteen of Stonewall Collegiate also earned a spot on the All 

Manitoba Team.

Oliver makes Top-7

By Kieran Reimer
The Warren Wildcats boys’ hockey 

team is in a share of second place 
after a successful week on the ice.

Warren opened with a 5–0 win 
over Linden Christian at Sam 
Southern Arena.

Mason Klassen stopped all 21 
shots he faced for the shutout, while 
Braeden Ivany and Jonathan Gilm-
ore led the off ence with two goals 
apiece. Ty Olson added the other 
Wildcats marker as they claimed 
their ninth win of the season.

They made it 10 victories with 
a 4–2 win over the Windsor Park 
Royals on Friday at St. Vital Cen-
tennial Arena.

Josh Tristam got the start for War-
ren and made 20 saves in the win. 
The Wildcats led 4–0 in the third be-
fore Windsor Park spoiled the shut-
out with back-to-back goals. Layne 
Noren scored the game-winner as 
part of a two-goal performance, 
with Lexon Hogg and Ashton Bald-
win also fi nding the back of the net. 
Warren improved to 10–1 in Win-
nipeg High School Hockey League 

Price Division play.
They then faced Niverville on 

Monday with an opportunity to 
take sole possession of second 
place. Due to press deadlines, the 
result was unavailable at print time. 

Their next game is set for Thurs-
day at 1 p.m. in Lundar against the 
Lundar Falcons.

GIRLS BLANKED BY ST. MARY’S
The Wildcats girls’ hockey team 

was also in action last week, play-
ing a single game Tuesday against 
St. Mary’s Academy.

Warren was shut out 4–0 on home 
ice as St. Mary’s netminder Kate 
Bru stopped all 17 shots. The Wild-
cats dropped to 5-7-0-3-0, sitting 
sixth in the Manitoba Women’s 
High School Hockey League Divi-
sion 1/2 West.

Next up is a Wednesday matchup 
against Garden City at 3:45 p.m. at 
Seven Oaks Sportsplex, followed by 
a Thursday game at 4 p.m. against 
John Taylor at Hockey For All Cen-
tre.

Wildcats in battle for second 
place after another perfect week
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By Haley Cvar
The Warren 67’s are aiming to re-

set and fi nd traction this weekend as 
they prepare for a back-to-back on the 
road, looking to build on the lone win 
they’ve earned so far this Hanover 
Tache Junior Hockey League season.

Warren (1-13-0-2) has battled 

through a challenging opening 
stretch, earning four points in 16 
games while showing brief fl ashes of 
the structure and compete level that 
carried them to their early-season vic-
tory. The team has scored 46 goals this 
year but continues working to tighten 
its defensive zone play after surren-

dering 122.
Despite the standings, the 67’s have 

stayed competitive in stretches, rely-
ing on a young core still adjusting to 
the league’s pace. 

With two road tests this weekend, 
the focus remains on internal prog-
ress rather than standings pressure. 

Warren continues to lean into de-
velopment, resilience and gradual 
growth as they search for another 
breakthrough performance to build 
on.

The 67’s visit Grunthal on Saturday 
at 8 p.m. before travelling to Stein-
bach on Sunday at 7 p.m.

Warren 67’s seeks momentum heading into road weekend

By Kieran Reimer
The U15 AAA Female Interlake 

Lightning continue to fi ght for their 
fi rst win of the 2025-26 regular season.

Playing in the Winnipeg AAA Hock-
ey League this year, the Lightning 
have gone 0-10-0-1 through their fi rst 
11 games of the season, which sits 
them seventh in the league.

Last Sunday they played a sound 
defensive game but couldn’t fi nd a 
way to get goals against the Winni-
peg Avros Red at Veterans Memorial 
Sports Complex.

They went on to lose 4-0 for their 
10th regulation loss of the season 
which brings them into a three-game 
December, looking to earn their fi rst 

win before the Christmas Break.
January will include eight games for 

Interlake, four of which on home ice.
February will run similarly with two 

of their fi ve games at home before the 
start of the Winnipeg AAA Hockey 
League’s postseason.

UPCOMING GAMES:
Tuesday, Dec. 9 vs Winnipeg Ice 

Navy, 7:45 p.m. at Eric Coy Arena
Saturday, Dec. 20 vs Winnipeg Ice 

White, 5:15 p.m. at Kinsmen-Allard 
Arena

Sunday, Dec. 21 vs Winnipeg Ice 
Navy, 3:45 p.m. at Stony Mountain 
Community Centre

The winning search 
continues for U15 Lightning

TRIBUNE PHOTO BY JO-ANNE PROCTER 
Interlake Lightning’s Paige Bernier forces an Avros Red player to the boards in her 

team’s 4-0 loss last Sunday in Stonewall.

By Lana Meier
The Stonewall Jets are turning game night into a 

chance to give back.
On Sunday, Dec. 14, the local Manitoba Major Ju-

nior Hockey League team will host its “Drop the 
Gloves for Good” fundraiser — sponsored by In-
terlake Kneads Massage Therapy — when they 
face off  against the St. James Canucks on home ice. 
The event encourages fans to bring winter cloth-

ing items to help support the Stonewall & District 
Christmas Cheerboard.

Spectators are invited to bring toques, mitts, 
socks, scarves, blankets and other warm-weather 
essentials. Donations must be bagged and can be 
tossed onto the ice following the Jets’ fi rst goal of 
the night, transforming the rink into a wave of gen-
erosity in true holiday spirit.

Organizers say the goal is to help keep local fam-
ilies warm this winter while creating a memorable 
community moment inside the arena.

All collected items will be donated to the Christ-
mas Cheerboard for distribution to residents in 
need throughout the holiday season.

Puck drop is scheduled for 7 p.m.

Items tossed after fi rst 
goal to support Christmas 
Cheerboard on Dec. 14

Stonewall Jets to ‘Drop the Gloves for Good’ in winter fundraiser
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WARREN MERCS HOCKEY — SEMHL ACTIONWARREN MERCS HOCKEY — SEMHL ACTION
Fri, Dec. 12 • 8:00 p.m.

Winkler vs Mercs  (Home game)
Sun, Dec. 14 • 7:30 p.m. 

Portage vs Mercs (Away game)

THURSDAY, DEC. 11 • 8:00 PM — 
vs St. Boniface Riels

VMSC, Stonewall
SUNDAY, DEC. 14 • 7:00 PM — 

vs St. James Jr. Canucks
VMSC, Stonewall

STONEWALL JETS HOCKEY — MMJHL ACTIONSTONEWALL JETS HOCKEY — MMJHL ACTION

Fast-paced junior hockey  • Family fun for all ages

By Lana Meier
The Stonewall Jets lit up the score-

board Thursday night, routing the 
Raiders Jr. Hockey Club 9-3 at the 
Veterans Memorial Sports Complex 
before falling 4-1 on the road to the 
league-leading Transcona Railer Ex-
press on Sunday.

On Thursday, captain Karson King 
scored twice in the opening fi ve min-
utes and the Jets never looked back, 
burying fi ve in the fi rst period alone. 
Alex Kaczorowski also struck twice, 
while Peyton Bateman earned fi rst 
star with a four-point outing, includ-
ing a late third-period marker to seal 
the win.

Stonewall outshot the Raiders 42-
27 and fi nished 1-for-3 on the power 
play.

King opened the scoring just 1:09 
into the game, converting a feed from 
Rylan Slatcher and Gavin Holod. He 
added another on the power play at 
5:11, before Raiders forward Logan 
Ashe cut the lead at 7:29. The Jets re-
sponded with goals from Evan Mc-
Murtry, Slatcher and Kaczorowski to 
take a commanding 5-1 lead into the 
fi rst intermission.

Kaczorowski added his second of 
the night in the middle frame, fol-
lowed by Evan Deprez, who fi nished 
off  a setup from Holod and Adam 
Newcombe at 18:57. In the third, Tal-
on Hogg and Bateman rounded out 
the scoring, while the Raiders added 
singles from Riley Kushnier and Riley 
Yourchenko.

Goaltender Spencer Hunnam 
stopped 24 of 27 shots for the win.

Sunday matchup tighter versus 
league’s top team

Three days later, Stonewall ran into 
a red-hot Transcona squad, dropping 
a 4-1 decision at Ed Golding Arena. 
The Railer Express, who sit atop the 
MMJHL standings with an .875 win 
percentage, secured their 10th straight 
victory.

Wylie Garchinski scored the Jets’ 
lone goal just eight seconds into the 
second period, converting a pass from 
Kaczorowski to tie the game briefl y. 
Transcona answered late in the period 
with a shorthanded tally from Keaton 
Johnson, then added two more in 

the third — including a power-play 
marker from Hayden Kochen, who 
fi nished with two goals and an assist 
to earn fi rst star.

Hunnam turned aside 31 shots in the 
loss, while Transcona’s Thomas Wyatt 
was sharp, stopping 28 of 29.

Standing tight in the middle of the 
pack

The Jets sit fi fth in the MMJHL at 
10-10-1 (21 points, .525), battling in 

a crowded mid-table race. The club 
is led off ensively by Peyton Bateman 
(10G, 19A) and Gavin Holod (7G, 
22A) — both tied for third in league 
scoring with 29 points.

UPCOMING HOME GAMES
• Dec. 11 – Stonewall vs. St. Boniface 

Riels – 8 p.m.
• Dec. 14 – Stonewall vs. St. James Jr. 

Canucks – 7 p.m.

TRIBUNE PHOTOS BY LANA MEIER 
Peyton Bateman led the way with a four-point night and later added a third-

period goal as the Stonewall Jets defeated the Raiders Jr. Hockey Club 9-3 on 

Thursday at the Veterans Memorial Sports Complex. Bateman sits tied for third 

in MMJHL scoring with 29 points.

Gavin Holod picked up multiple assists 

in Stonewall’s 9-3 win over the Raiders 

Jr. Hockey Club on Thursday. Holod also 

sits tied for third in MMJHL scoring 

with 29 points.

Jets explode for nine-goal win, split weekend games

By Kieran Reimer
There was just one game on the 

Warren Mercs’ schedule last week — 
a date with the Springfi eld Winter-
hawks on Saturday at Access Credit 
Union Arena.

After going down 1-0 early in the 
fi rst, the Mercs did what they do well 
which is scoring goals.

Eric Swanson and Drake Lindsay 

netted back-to-back tallies for War-
ren’s fi rst lead of the game.

Dasek Sobkow then tallied for War-
ren in the second as things shifted to 
the third knotted up at threes.

Warren’s Sam Mollot, Gianluca Es-
teves and Kyle Lundale then netted 
goals in the third with only one goal 
scored by the opposition in the frame.

With the help of 36 saves from Evan 
Baty, Warren fi nished off  the Winter-
hawks 6-4 for their fourth win of the 
season.

They now sit fi fth in the 10-team 
South Eastern Manitoba Hock-
ey League entering a new week of 
games.

Warren will play Friday and Sun-

day this week for their fi rst two-game 
weekend of the season.

UPCOMING GAMES:
• Friday, Dec. 12 vs Winkler Royals, 

8 p.m. at Access Credit Union Arena
• Sunday, Dec. 14 at Portage Island-

ers, 7:30 p.m. at Stride Place

Mercs offensive push results in victory over Winterhawks
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TRIBUNE PHOTO SUBMITTED
The U15 Stonewall Blues won the A1 division at their home tournament on the 

weekend, which featured 16 teams — eight in A1 and eight in A2.

Stonewall opened round-robin play with a 5-3 win over St. James, tied Royals White 

1-1, and defeated Dryden 2-0 to fi nish fi rst in their pool. In the semifi nal, the Blues 

edged Brandon 2-1 to advance to the fi nal, where they met Royals White for the 

second time. Stonewall sealed the tournament with a 2-1 victory in the gold-

medal game. Pictured back row (left to right): Coach Ryan Richen, Coach Darryl 

Peters, Gabe White, Logan Deprez, Reed Moran, Liam Kauk, Alex Walker, Ashton 

Kozyra, Stetson Chartrand, Coach Kyle Kauk, Coach Scott McFadyen; Front row: 

Dyson Chura, Elliot Davidson, Beck McFadyen, Kris Sheldon, Hunter Krahn, Elliott 

Peters and goaltender Noah Willis.

Blues win U15 home tournament Provincial gold for golden gals

 TRIBUNE PHOTO SUBMITTED
The Arlene Deprez team from Stonewall was crowned Provincial Golden Gals 

champions in Petersfi eld after going undefeated in six games from Nov. 26–28. 

They edged the Susan McRae rink from the Granite Curling Club 8–7 in an extra 

end to secure the title. Pictured left to right: Arlene Deprez, Janine Pruneau, 

Diane Mauthe and Phyllis Klimpke.

By Lana Meier
The Stonewall Rams mounted a 

strong second-period comeback 
but couldn’t hold off  a late surge, 
falling 6-4 to Sanford in Winnipeg 
High School Hockey League action 
Wednesday at the Veterans Memorial 
Sports Complex.

Sanford opened the scoring with 
goals from Nathan Baxter at 7:55 and 
Jake Johnston at 4:10 of the fi rst. The 
Rams answered with energy in the 
middle frame, scoring three straight to 
erase a 3-0 defi cit. Liam Cox sparked 
the rally at 10:26 from Mason Berni-
er and Brody Slatcher, then struck 
again less than three minutes later on 
a setup from Nate McIvor and Dustin 
Campbell. With 36 seconds left in the 
period, Bernier buried Stonewall’s 
third from McIvor and Matthew 
Hawryluk, sending the game to the 
third tied 3-3.

Sanford responded with four in the 
fi nal period — all from Cooper Rode-
wald, including an empty-netter — to 
take control. Campbell cut into the 
lead at 1:33 from Jacksyn Arbez and 
Hawryluk, but the Rams ran out of 
time. Cox fi nished with two goals 
while Bernier and Campbell each 
posted a goal and an assist.

Rams battled again in 7-5 loss to 

CPET Friday.
Stonewall returned to Winnipeg 

Free Press Division play Friday at 
home, falling 7-5 to CPET in another 
high-scoring matchup.

The opening period was a back-
and-forth aff air with Stonewall goals 
from Cox and Bernier, while CPET’s 
Landon Huot struck twice to leave the 
game tied 2-2 after 20 minutes. CPET 
gained momentum in the second with 
markers from Luke Ford and Andrew 
Augert-Yarema to lead 4-2 heading 
into the third.

A determined Stonewall push saw 
three goals in the fi nal frame — Chase 
Corbett at 8:59 from Slatcher and 
Alec Harrisko, Cox again at 2:50, and 
Arbez at 2:17 from Hawryluk and 
Corbett — but CPET answered each 
time, including two third-period tal-
lies from Braxton Caruk, one into an 
empty net, to seal the win.

Cox had another strong outing with 
two goals, while Corbett and Ar-
bez each recorded a goal and an as-
sist. Slatcher added two helpers, and 
Hawryluk, McIvor and Harrisko also 
found the scoresheet. Goaltender Jo-
nah Van Den Bogaard made 12 saves 
on 18 shots for Stonewall.

The Rams continue WHSHL league 
play next week, hosting St. John’s Ra-

venscourt on Wednesday, Dec. 10 at 4 
p.m. at the Stonewall Veterans Memo-
rial Sports Complex.

TRIBUNE PHOTO BY JO-ANNE PROCTER
Stonewall Rams’ Liam Cox scored twice in his team’s 6-4 loss to the Sanford Sabres 

in Winnipeg High School Hockey League action on Dec. 3.

Rams rally in second but fall 6-4 to Sanford in WHSHL play
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METAL
RECYCLING

Autos, farm scrap, 
brass, copper & bat-
teries wanted. 47 
Patterson Dr. Stone-
wall Industrial Park. 
Interlake Salvage 
& Recycling Inc. 
204-467-9344.

SCRAP METAL
Buyer for all farm-
yard scrap, machinery 
and autos. No item 
too large! Best prices 
paid. Phone Alf at 
204-461-1649.
––––––––––––––––––––––
BUYING SCRAP 
METAL, CARS, TRAC-
TORS, COMBINES, 
FARM SCRAP, ANY 
METAL MATERIAL, 
ANY FARM MACHIN-
ERY. PH LONNIE AT 
204-886-3407 LVE. 
MESSAGE OR CELL 
AT 204-861-2031.

ANTIQUES
Antique 48-49 Field 
Marshall tractor. As is, 
but restorable. Good 
rubber. Previous modi-
fi cations removable. 
Asking $2000. Bob 
204-642-2787.

HAY & STRAW
FOR SALE

Small squares, Flax 
straw, Brome and 
June Grass hay. Call 
204-482-5101.

PROPERTY
FOR SALE

Have 20 acres & 1,500 
sq. ft. House for Sale, 
3 miles West of Bran-
don. Immediate pos-
session. Should be 
worth $650,000. Will 
take cows on trade. 
204-723-0083 any-
time.

APARTMENT
FOR RENT

2 bdrm. apartment 
for rent, approxi-
mately 1,000 square 
feet. 278 Main Street, 
Stonewall, Manitoba 
above Grantham Law 
Offi  ces. Available De-
cember 1, 2025. Rent 
is $1,600 per month, 
hydro, water, internet 
and cable are extra. 
Stove, fridge, dish-
washer, washer, dryer 
and security system 
in a secured build-
ing are included. No 
Smoking. No pets. 
Minimum 1 year lease. 
For more information 
please call Lynne at 
204-467-5527 or email 
lynnet@granthamlaw.
ca

WANTED
Firearms wanted. 
Looking for all un-
wanted fi rearms. Fully 
licensed for both non-
restricted and restrict-
ed. Anywhere from 
individual items to es-
tates. Cash buyer, pay-
ing top dollar. Please 
call or text Adam at 
204-795-2850.

UPCOMING
EVENTS

Fifth Avenue Collec-
tion OPEN HOUSE. 
Quality Fashion Jew-
ellery. Gifts for mom, 
wife, girlfriend, daugh-
ter, niece & friend! 
*Gift With Purchase* 
Fri., Dec. 12, 3 p.m. – 7 
p.m.; Sat., Dec. 13, 10 
a.m. – 2 p.m. & Sun., 
Dec. 14, 10 a.m. – 2 
p.m. (or by appoint-
ment). 418 2nd Street 
West in Stonewall. Call 
204-513-0654 www.
fifthavenuecollection.
com/debbiemurdock 

NOTICES
URGENT PRESS RE-
LEASES - Have a 
newsworthy item to 
announce? An exciting 
change in operations? 
Though we cannot 
guarantee publication, 
MCNA will get the in-
formation into the right 
hands for ONLY $35 + 
GST/HST. Call MCNA 
204-947-1691 for more 
information. See www.
mcna.com under the 
“Types of Advertising” 
tab for more details.

NOTICES
Have an On-line busi-
ness? Need CLASS 
1 DRIVERS OR SEA-
SONAL STAFF? SELL-
ING LAND? HAVING 
AN EVENT? Let us help 
you book a blanket 
classifi ed ad! Adver-
tise! You will be seen 
in the MCNA Member 
Newspapers, in over 
368,000+ homes in 
Manitoba. Please call 
2 0 4 - 4 6 7 - 5 8 3 6 
or MCNA at 
204-947-1691 for more 
details or to book ads. 
Take advantage of our 
great pricing! MCNA - 
Manitoba Community 
Newspapers Associa-
tion. www.mcna.com

HEALTH
Are you suff ering from 
joint or arthritic pain? 
If so, you owe it to 
yourself to try elk vel-
vet antler capsules. 
Hundreds have found 
relief. Benefi ts hu-
mans and pets. EVA is 
composed of proteins, 
amino acids, minerals, 
lipids and water. Key 
compounds that work 
to stimulate red blood 
cell production & car-
tilage cell regenera-
tion & development. 
Stonewood Elk Ranch 
Ltd., 204-467-8884 
or e-mail stonewood
elkranch@gmail.com
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THE RURAL MUNICIPALITY OF ROCKWOOD
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Curbside waste pickup schedule 

over Christmas holidays.
December 25th pick up 

will be changed to December 29th
January 1st pick up 

will be changed to January 2nd
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> GAMES

Sudoku answer 
on page 26

SHOP LOCAL
SUPPORT 

OUR LOCAL 
BUSINESSES

Ever y th ing Ever y th ing 
you  need  to you  need  to 

promote promote 
your  bus inessyour  bus iness

Call Today!

204-467-5836

Interlake

GGraphicsraphics
For all your printing 
and publishing needs

News Tips? 
Story Ideas?

call the Tribune 
204-467-5836ADVERTISE IN THE TRIBUNE

Everything you need to promote your Everything you need to promote your businessbusiness
•  F lyers
•  Brochures
•  Business cards
•  St ickers
•  Window decals

•  Socia l  t ickets
•  Door  hangers
•  Let terhead
•  Envelopes
•  Invoices

•  Est imate sheets
•  Posters
•  Memo pads
•  Post  cards
•  Presentat ion Folders

Call Today! 204-467-5836

ADVERTISE YOUR 

PROPERTY FOR 

RENT OR SALE 

IN THE TRIBUNE
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OBITUARY

Joyce Elizabeth Stewart
With family at her side, Joyce Elizabeth Stewart passed away 

peacefully, November 29th, 2025 at Stonewall’s Rosewood Lodge. 
She lived a full life over 91 years, fi lled with strength, joy and love 
of family.

She was the devoted wife of Alex Stewart until his untimely 
passing in 2014. The two married in October 1958 and built a life 
together in Balmoral raising four children Wendy Lillies (Kimo), 
Rick Snell (Marg), Jim Stewart (Lee) and Lori McEwen (Terry). She 
cherished her nine grandchildren Cindy (Murray), Gord (Amy), 
Geoff  (Leslie), Kristle, Don, Eric, Dan (Kelsey), Jodie (Tyler), and 
Shawn (Steph) as well as her 11 great-grandchildren.

Mom was vibrant, generous and ambitious. She delighted in the 
company of others and welcomed anyone who came to the door, 
no matter what the hour. The hospitality and baked goods were 

shared with a laugh and a cup of tea.
In her early years, she attended Brant-Argyle School and we would marvel at the stories she 

would share about travelling by horse and buggy, plowing fi elds with horses, milking cows and 
cutting wood. Mom willingly pitched in on these physical tasks on the McCulloch homestead 
working alongside her dad, Howard. Her mother, Isabelle, was an excellent cook and Mom 
perfected the recipes of scones and shortbread handed down for many generations.

Mom was the youngest of three girls with sisters Irene Pearson and Bernice Fraser (deceased 
2000). Life was not without heartache, but she forged ahead with two young children following 
the death of her fi rst husband Gordon Snell in April 1957.

She found work rewarding in the Rosewood Lodge kitchen and excelled in the social aspects 
of working in the Hallmark store. Her true passion was the farm in Balmoral, where she raised her 
family. The grandchildren visited often and her rolling pin was the busiest. She worked tirelessly 
tending to the garden, preparing meals and helping anyone in need. Mom thrived in the kitchen. 
It’s where she beamed with delight in serving another family meal. Those gatherings would bring 
the beautiful chaos of all the grandchildren together and the aroma of freshly baked buns. She 
was our family matriarch and a passionate community volunteer. She had a great appreciation of 
music, dance, and singing along to her favourite tunes.

In Balmoral, Mom and Dad were avid curlers enjoying the company of neighbours, playing 
cards, following sports teams and making special memories. In 2008, life slowed down some as 
they gave up grass cutting and moved to a house in Stonewall. Phone calls kept her connected 
to family friends and the Free Press fi lled her mornings. Then word of a baseball or hockey game, 
home renovation or any celebration meant grabbing something from the freezer and hitting the 
road.

The grandkids were extra special to her and she valued each relationship. The most dedicated 
fan, she was always proud to be present to cheer at a sporting event or celebrate a milestone.

We were so grateful for Mom’s resilience when she moved to Lion’s Manor in 2019 where she 
continued to tend fl ower beds, deliver baked goods to neighbours and clear snow long into her 
80’s.

She will be remembered for her outgoing spirit, kindness and unwavering support of family.
Mom embraced all the seasons along with the birds, challenges and beauty each would bring.
Those sharing in our loss are the Snell and the Stewart families, many nieces and nephews, and 

those gone before her and her dear friends.
You are missed every single day, for you were someone special, who meant more than words 

can say. By strength and courage, we love you. May you rest in peace.
Thank you to the caring staff  at Goodwin Lodge and Rosewood Lodge 

for her exceptional care.
A private family service will take place.
In lieu of fl owers, donations can be made to the Victoria Cemetery in 

Balmoral, MB.
204-886-0404

OBITUARY

Jason David Schroeder
October 17, 1973 - November 27, 2025

With great sadness we have to announce that Jason has passed 
away way at the early age of 52.

Jason will be remembered as a proud Stonewall boy.
He is reunited with his late parents, Keith and Colleen, and Nanny 

Joyce.
Jason will be deeply missed by his loving wife Roxanne. His 

children Melissa, Cole, Kody and his partner Abby.
Held close by his chosen family Bill and Felicia Archer, Brad 

Dann and partner Kris Lobay; along with extended family and 
many Railroad Industry buddies.

Jason’s kindness, humor, and big heart will be cherished and 
celebrated forever.

A Celebration of Life will be held Saturday, February 7, 2026 from 
1 p.m. – 4 p.m. at Warren Memorial Hall, 145 Macdonald Ave., 
Warren, MB.

IN MEMORIAM

Remembering Our Beautiful Daughter,
McKenna Riley

September 10, 2000 – December 15, 2020
Five years have passed since we lost our 
sweet, vibrant girl to an AVM at only 20 years 
old. It still doesn’t seem real. Time has moved 
forward, but our love and longing for her have 
stayed exactly the same. McKenna lived her 
life with a warmth that touched everyone 
around her — a bright smile, a kind heart, and 
a way of making even ordinary moments feel 
special. She was a daughter, a sister, a friend, 
and a light in this community.
We miss her laughter, her hugs, her big dreams, 
and the joy she carried with her everywhere 
she went. We honour her by trying to live as 
she did: with kindness, courage, and love.

-Forever in our hearts,
Mom, Dad, Brooke, Griffi  n

and all those who loved her

CARD OF THANKS

Marion Woloshyn – My heartfelt thank you 
to my friends and family for all the support 
following my sister Marion’s passing. Thank 
you for the visits, messages, cards, baking 
and donations during this diffi  cult time. Your 
thoughtfulness is deeply appreciated and will 
always be remembered.

-Love Joan

IN MEMORIAM

Trevor John Mollard
February 6, 1967 – December 17, 2019

As the day goes by, my heart is fi lled with 
sorrow,
If we could share just one more day,
If there was one more tomorrow
I’d hold you close within my arms and never 
let you go.
I love and miss you so much, more than these 
words could ever show.
You were my world, my rock, my best friend.
A love so strong and true.

-Love Lisa xoxoxo
Forever loved and remembered by

your family and friends
Miss and Love you Papa T – Eastyn

Sudoku Answer

Everything Everything 
you need you need 

to promote to promote 
your your 

businessbusiness
FLYERS

BROCHURES
BUSINESS CARDS

STICKERS
WINDOW DECALS

SOCIAL 
TICKETS

DOOR HANGERS
LETTERHEAD
ENVELOPES
INVOICES

ESTIMATE SHEETS
POSTERS

MEMO PADS
POST CARDS

PRESENTATION 
FOLDERS

Call 
Today! 
467-5836

204204 88886 06 0404404
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BizBiz
CardsCards

Call 204-467-5836Call 204-467-5836

Owner: 
Scott

Miskiewicz
commercialcomfort16@gmail.com

Heating & Cooling • Refrigeration 

HEAVY DUTY TOWING
FLAT DECK SERVICE

MPI TOWING
ESTABLISHED 2011

YOUR 
LOCAL 
HEAVY 
DUTY

- LIGHT 
TOWING 

PROVIDER

YOUR 
LOCAL 
HEAVY 
DUTY

- LIGHT 
TOWING 

PROVIDER

Call 204-461-4443
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It’s time for a second opinion 
on your Farm Insurance.

Meet Janessa! 
• 7+ years in the insurance industry
• Multiple Insurance Markets
• Available for Farmyard visits

204.461.3279
Call for a Free Quote!

stry

Ag Insurance Advisor ���������	
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OBITUARY

Matthew Thomas Porteous
August 31, 1985 – December 1, 2025

It is with great sadness we announce the sudden passing of our 
son and brother, Matthew Thomas Porteous, at the young age of 
40 years of Inwood, Manitoba.

He was predeceased by his father Gregory Porteous, 
grandparents Evelyn and Tom Porteous and Leona and Abe 
Redekopp.

He is survived by his parents Doreen and Darrell Tomchak, his 
brother Dustin and his sister Katerina (Caleb), his step siblings 
Kyle, Clinton, Shane, Laura and Ashley and their families. Also 
aunts, uncles, cousins and many great friends.

Matt was born in Teulon, MB. and raised on a farm near Inwood, 
MB. He was educated in Teulon. Although his best education 
was his own life experiences, good or bad. He was a truck driver 

and equipment operator since the age of 18, that caused him to move around a lot. He was a 
responsible, conscientious, and comical individual, always enjoyed a good laugh. He enjoyed 
quading, hunting, fi shing and music. He also liked to be in nature and interacting with animals 
(“Lucky the dog”). One of his favorite things to do was joking around with family and friends. If 
you needed a hand, all you had to do is ask. Matt was a wonderful son, brother and friend. He 
will be missed by all. I’ll miss his big hugs.

A celebration of Matt’s Life will be held on Saturday, December 20, 2025 at 11:00 a.m. at the 
Komarno Hall in Komarno, MB. Lunch to follow. As cremation has taken place, interment will take 
place at a later date.

In lieu of fl owers, if so desired, donations may be made to the Heart and Stroke Foundation or 
the Manitoba Humane Society.

Thank you to the EMS and Gimli RCMP for their immediate response 
and support. Also thank you to Ken Loehmer for his care and support 
in this time of great need.

204-886-0404

OBITUARY

Jennifer Essery (nee Smith)
It is with deep sadness that the family announces the passing of 

Jennifer Ann Essery (Smith) on November 29, 2025. She passed 
peacefully at the Gilbert Plains Care Home in Gilbert Plains, 
Manitoba after a courageous battle with Dementia.

She is survived by her two children Stephanie (Philllip), Shawn 
(Cally) and her sister Susan, along with her eight grandchildren 
Nicholas, Shailee, Riley, Maya, Noelle, Chris, Mackenzie and 
Brianne, and two great-grandchildren Kalicee and Leliana.

She is predeceased by her husband Art, her mother Jean and 
her father George.

Born January 6, 1953 in London, England, she immigrated to 
Canada with her family when she was fi ve years old. They settled 
in Regina and spent most of her formidable years growing up in 
the Saskatchewan capital. She met her fi rst husband and married 

him late in her teens. The couple was blessed with two children, Stephanie and Shawn. After a 
short marriage, the couple went their separate ways. This allowed for a move to Stonewall. While 
working at Interlake Publishing, she met Art, embarking on a lifelong romance. Married in June 
1981, they spent the next 42 years by each other’s sides.

Jenny started her career as a graphic artist after attending classes at Red River Community 
College. After a short stint in the fi eld, she joined a start-up division of MTS, exploring emerging 
technology, being one of the fi rst employees of MTS Cellular. For two decades she was a fi xture 
in the cellular/mobility industry and made countless friends and had countless adventures along 
the way. 

In the early 2000’s, she moved away from the mobility industry and moved towards her lifelong 
passion of helping people. Through her Qi Quest business, she focused on the health and 
wellbeing of everyone she came in touch with.

Jenny always lived her life with love, laughter and a contagious excitement when it came to 
career, friendships and above all family. She will truly be missed but never forgotten.

A private memorial service will be held in the coming weeks with family and close friends.
In lieu of fl owers, if friends desire, please donate to the Alzheimer’s Society of Manitoba, the 

Parkland Region Health Authority or the Gilbert Plains Personal Care 
home.

The family would like to thank the nurses and staff  at Gilbert Plains 
Personal Care Home and the staff  at Happy Haven assisted Living in 
Dauphin, for all the love and care they have shown to Jenny over the 
last period of her life. 204-886-0404
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FOR EVERYTHING YOU NEED TO PROMOTE YOUR BUSINESS...FOR EVERYTHING YOU NEED TO PROMOTE YOUR BUSINESS...
Flyers
Brochures
Business cards
Stickers

Window decals
Social tickets
Door hangers
Letterhead

Envelopes
Invoices
Estimate sheets
Posters

Memo pads
Post cards
Presentation 
FoldersCall  204-467-5836
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COMMERCIAL/RESIDENTIAL

Cell: (204) 792-0675
Email: maxpro@mts.net

Box 275, Stonewall, MB R0C 2Z0

MAXWELL’S
PROFESSIONAL PAINTING

Derek Fotty
Ph. (204) 467-RITE(7483)

Fax. (204) 467-2000
Email. electrowright@mts.net

Electrical Contractors
24       HR 
Emergency 

Services

• Weddings • Socials • Showers • Meetings
• Capacity 220 persons • Kitchen available

Odd Fellows Hall

374 1st St. West, Stonewall
Hall 204-467-5556

stonewalloddfellowshall@gmail.com

Billing to Autopac,
Blue Cross, WCB

Also

• Acupuncture • Custom Orthotics 
• Massage Therapy • Athletic Therapy

204-467-5523

R i t c h i e

H E AT I N G LT D .
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Call or Text 204-467-5287

Auto Service • Maintenance & Repair

napaautopro.com

Brake Family Auto
Sales & Service Ltd.

214-2nd Ave North, Highway 67
Stonewall 204-467-9156

FULLHOUSE MOVERS
ALEX FOTTY

HOME: 204-467-2419
CELL: 204-461-2352

NOTHING BEATS A
FULLHOUSE MOVE

BizBiz
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EAVESTROUGH
and everything else

mwgventures@gmail.com  
204-461-0737

Call Call 
467-5836467-5836

469 1st Street West, Stonewall 
(204) 467-7333

uarry Ridge
PHARMACY Q

317 Main St., Stonewall

Supplying All Supplying All 
Your Pet’s NeedsYour Pet’s Needs

(204) 467-5924

PETS
Supplies & More

QuarryQuarry

CardsCards MacMillan 
Plumbing

204-461-0485
Serving the Interlake area.

countrycolourspainting@gmail.com
Serving The Interlake and Winnipeg Area

CO   NTRY COLOURS
painting

CO   NTRY COLOURS
painting

GRANTHAM
LAW OFFICES
Lawyers & Notaries Public

STONEWALL OFFICE:
#1-278 Main St., Stonewall 467-5527

INTERLAKE
TOWING

 & MPIC Approved

204-278-3444

24 Hour 
Service

INTERL

Stonewall Parochial Hall
435 - 1st Street N.

For information & hall rentals 
Call 204-467-8466 

Email cotasecretary@gmail.com
*Table sitting 100 people; Theatre Style 150 people

*Kitchen available * Meetings, showers, family gatherings
ALL YOUR HALL RENTAL NEEDS!

7 Patterson Dr., Stonewall, Industrial Park

garentals.ca   204-467-7368

Small engine repairs & general equipment service

InterlakeGGraphicsraphics
For all your printing 
and publishing needs

Everything you need to Everything you need to 
promote your businesspromote your business
Call 204-467-5836Call 204-467-5836

InterlakeGGraphicsraphics
For all your printing 
and publishing needs

Call 204-467-5836Call 204-467-5836

Everything you need to Everything you need to 
promote your businesspromote your business

Rockwood Landscaping 
& Tree Service

467-7646
Free Estimates

Certified Arborist

*Complete Landscaping
*Barkman Concrete Products
*Concrete Breaking
* Aerial Tree Pruning & Removal
*Chipping
*Stump Grinding

*Tree Planting
*24HR Storm Service
*Snow Removal
*Skid-Steer
*Compact Track Loader
*Excavator
*Bucket Truck

Call TodayCall Today
Unit 5, 325 Parkdale Rd, 

St.Andrews MB
info@eco-metallics.ca

Office: 
(204) 404-4747

“From rust to riches, your scrap 
could be treasure with our 

unbeatable prices!”
Purchasers of ferrous/non-ferrous materials

Commercial & Residential
New Installation & Service
Plumbing & In-Floor Heating
Water Softener Installations

Water Filtration/
Reverse Osmosis

Well Pumps, Septic Pumps

PLUMBING

RILEY PATTERSON
Journeyman Plumber

Cell 204-461-0035
PATTERSON
MECHANICAL
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MPI ACCREDITED
TOWING AND STORAGE

P    WS
& BOOTS
P    WS
& BOOTS
P    WS
& BOOTS

C a n d a c e . M a c 1 4 @ g m a i l . c o m   |   2 0 4 - 4 6 1 - 1 1 3 5

Dog Walking 
& Pet Sitting 

Services
STONEWALL & 

SURROUNDING 
AREA

Candace 
MacMillan 

Your Heating, Cooling and Geothermal Specialists

204-467-9578
info@airwiseinc.ca   www.airwiseinc.ca
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461-0815204

• Excavation & Demolition
• Roads, Driveways
• Clay/Gravel Pads
• Lowbedding & End Dumps
• Topsoil Screening 

Excavator & Dozer Services

.com

Grosse Isle, MB
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Phone 204-467-8929 Phone 204-467-8929 to book your appointment.to book your appointment.
2 Patterson Drive, Stonewall2 Patterson Drive, Stonewall

Residential & CommercialResidential & Commercial
PVC & AluminumPVC & Aluminum
Windows & DoorsWindows & Doors
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