
��������	��
�
����	�	��	�

Past Director - Winnipeg Realtors® 
Past Chair - Professional StandardsA Real Estate Boutique Practice with A Real Estate Boutique Practice with 

Concierge ServiceConcierge Service

baron@mymts.net  www.ljbaron.com    baron@mymts.net  www.ljbaron.com    
204-886-2393 Toll Free 888-629-6700204-886-2393 Toll Free 888-629-6700

ESCAPE THE URBAN LIFE – CHECK OUT RURAL LIVING Share your dreams with me and I can help make them come true!

“Selling the Interlake, and 
Beyond, one Yard at a time”!

“Selling the Interlake, and 
Beyond, one Yard at a time”!

The

Group

remainder is Pasture. Plenty of parking on yard site for remainder is Pasture. Plenty of parking on yard site for 
large equipment or recreational vehicles. Guaranteed to large equipment or recreational vehicles. Guaranteed to 

be YOUR Country Sanctuary! be YOUR Country Sanctuary! MLS# 202505297MLS# 202505297

BALMORAL - 
$648,000

320 Acres 320 Acres w/possibility w/possibility 
of creating 4 separate of creating 4 separate 
titles. Lovely 3 BR 2 titles. Lovely 3 BR 2 
Bath 1530 sqft OC Bath 1530 sqft OC 

home on home on Very PRIVATE Very PRIVATE 

bsmnt. 40 Acres Hay, bsmnt. 40 Acres Hay, 

TEULON - $98,000                     
IDYLLIC 5 Acres beautifully IDYLLIC 5 Acres beautifully 

treed, NO Time limit to treed, NO Time limit to 
Build. Survey available.Build. Survey available.  

TEULON - $80,000                      
HUGE 111x424’ lot w/Hwy HUGE 111x424’ lot w/Hwy 
Frontage. Ideal for Home Frontage. Ideal for Home 

Business. NO Time limit to Build.Business. NO Time limit to Build.
TEULON - $112,500         

Looking for Acreage? This Looking for Acreage? This 
20 Ac parcel has an older 20 Ac parcel has an older 

well & some fencing/Hydro well & some fencing/Hydro 
& outbldgs included.& outbldgs included.

 TEULON - $200,000         

lunch room, storage, 2 bathrooms, lunch room, storage, 2 bathrooms, 
Huge Reception/Lobby. Tons of Huge Reception/Lobby. Tons of 

Natural light. Newer well & bollard Natural light. Newer well & bollard 
protection; newer carpet tile; protection; newer carpet tile; 

asphalt parking lot w/9 spaces. asphalt parking lot w/9 spaces. 
MLS #202505525 PLEASE contact MLS #202505525 PLEASE contact 

Claudette directly for viewing.Claudette directly for viewing.
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SHACHTAY
SALES & SERVICE

Arborg, MB
204-376-5233

ALL IN STOCK NOW

EU2200itc
Inverter Generator
2200 watts
3 yr Warranty

$$134913490000
(ALL IN PRICE)

EU3000ic
Electric Start
Inverter Generator
3 yr Warranty

$$261926190000
(ALL IN PRICE)

$150 DISCOUNT
REG $1,499

$500 DISCOUNT
REG $3,119

ON SALE FOR

WB20XT Water Pump   
2”  Easy Start   
3 year warranty                           

ALL IN PRICE

$$6156150000

WB30XT Water Pump
3”  Easy Start   
3 year warranty                           

$$7997990000
ALL IN PRICE

LOCALLY OWNED HISTORY BOOK FOR THE COMMUNITY

VOLUME 16
 EDITION 12

www.stonewallteulontribune.ca

THURSDAY, 
MARCH 27, 2025
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TRIBUNE PHOTO BY JO-ANNE PROCTER
Collège Stonewall Collegiate shreds the stage with “Rock of Ages.” From big vocals to bigger hair, students at Collège Stonewall 

Collegiate brought the electric energy of the 1980s to the stage in their dynamic production from March 19 to 21.

Don’t stop believin’Don’t stop believin’
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Co-operators Life Insurance

Your life is
one of a kind,
your life insurance
should be, too!

By Jennifer McFee
Many Teulon residents feel that the 

pending closure of the town’s TD 
Bank branch just doesn’t add up. 

They had the chance to voice their 
opinions and ask questions at a re-
cent meeting at Centennial Hall about 
the upcoming closure of the Teulon 
branch. The local branch will close its 
doors on Friday, July 25 at 3 p.m. to 
merge with the Selkirk TD branch.

Michael Warren, TD’s Manitoba 
north district vice-president, told the 
crowd of nearly 100 people that the 
decision to close the Teulon branch 
was not easy. He encouraged attend-
ees to ask questions about the branch 
closure and the transition to off er 
services at the Stonewall and Selkirk 
branches.

Nicole Beaton, TD’s vice-president 
and region head for Manitoba, Sas-
katchewan and northern Ontario, em-
phasized that the decision to close the 
Teulon branch will not change and 
was based on several factors. 

“We’re seeing a decline in traffi  c; 
we’re seeing a decline in transactions 
— and, ultimately, we’ve seen this de-
cline over the last few years. Our Sel-
kirk branch has been identifi ed as the 
preferred location as a high percent-
age of customers are already transact-
ing at that branch,” she said. 

“With this in mind, as we have ad-
ditional considerations like operating 
costs and the service that we have in 
branches nearby, we made the deci-
sion to close this full-serve location. 
We know this is hard to hear and 
we’re focused on supporting you and 
supporting the community in serving 
our customers in a number of diff er-
ent ways.”

For in-person 
transactions, 
Beaton recom-
mended visit-
ing the Selkirk 
or Stonewall 
b r a n c h e s , 
where many 
of the Teulon 
staff  members 
will also be 
working. 

“You have 
our branch-
es nearby in 
Selkirk and 
in Stonewall, 
both of which have the same or lon-
ger hours with parking and addition-
al services for personal and business 
customers. We’re confi dent that we 
will be able to continue to provide a 
great experience in those locations,” 
she said. 

“Colleagues who are currently 
working in the Teulon location will be 
transitioning to roles in some of these 
locations, so they will be there to wel-
come you as familiar faces.”

She added that TD’s community in-
volvement would also continue, so 
Teulon residents can still reach out to 
the company to request sponsorship 
or involvement in local events. 

An attendee asked why the Teulon 
branch was recently upgraded if it’s 
closing, and Beaton said that market 
reviews are conducted on an annual 
basis. 

“We consistently look at the branch-
es and when we made those decisions 
to keep up the branch appearance, it 
wasn’t with the intent that we were 
going to close. But we would have 

maintained the standards of our TD 
brand in those locations, even with 
the closure that’s coming,” she said. 

“It wasn’t a decision that we made 
lightly to close the branch. We want-
ed to maintain the standards for our 
customers while it was there.”

For TD clients who are not confi dent 
to try telephone banking or online 
banking, Warren suggested that they 
reach out for assistance. 

“We’re here to help you work 
through some of our solutions. Our 
No. 1 goal is to help you transition. 
We are working on trying to keep the 
ATM machine here in Teulon. We’re 
looking at some possible solutions,” 
he said. 

“We haven’t confi rmed yet because 
we’re still working on what that looks 

like, but our goal is to try to have an 
ATM machine here. Our goal is to 
try to help you get more comfortable 
with some of the alternatives.”

Based on community feedback, Bea-
ton said TD is also looking into the 
possibility of donating the branch 
building.

“We’re working with our network 
strategy partners on next steps,” she 
said. “So I commit that Michael and I 
will get back to you in the short term 
as we build out a plan moving for-
ward.”

Debbie Kozyra, chair of the 55-plus 
establishment Gateway Manor Inc., 
noted that Teulon and District Seniors 
Resource needs a space to operate. 

TRIBUNE PHOTOS BY JENNIFER MCFEE 
Nicole Beaton, TD’s vice-president and region head for Manitoba, Saskatchewan 

and northern Ontario, answered questions from the crowd.

TD’s Nicole Beaton 

shared info at the 

March 13 meeting.

Teulon residents learn more about TD Bank closure

Continued on page 5
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•Bison burgers

•Elk burgers
•Yellowstone burgers (combo)

•Elk & cheese smokies
•Elk garlic sausage

Your full-service meat 
shop, offering an extensive 

selection of fresh, 
premium elk and bison 

products for unparalleled 
taste and nutrition

CALL OR TEXT 204-791-9856 
( b y  a p p o i n t m e n t  o n l y )

w S t o n e w o o d E l k R a n c h . c o m
m s t o n e w o o d e l k r a n c h @ g m a i l . c o m

 Farm
- t o -

Fork
Barbeque 
       SEASON!

D I R ECT I O N S  F R O M  B A L M O R A L : 1  M I L E  S O U T H  O N 
H W Y  2 3 6  & 1 .75  M I L E S  E A ST  O N  R OA D  8 4 N 

O R  1  M I L E  S O U T H  O N  H W Y  7  A N D  1 . 2 5  M I L E S  W E ST 
O N  R OA D  8 4 N  ( Watch for Stonewood Elk Ranch sign)

It’s

TRIBUNE PHOTO BY HALEY CVAR
A group of dirt bikers rode snow-packed trails along Highway 236, just north of 

Stonewall, on Tuesday, March 19. Cooler temperatures, with a high of 2 C and 

a low of -7 C, made for ideal conditions to enjoy the outdoors. Help the Tribune 

record the weather of the week and send in your photos of friends or family 

enjoying the outdoors. Email: news@stonewallteulontribune.ca

Revved up and ready to snow!

Right on the honk

 TRIBUNE PHOTO BY ROBYN MACMILLAN
The Tribune’s Jo-Anne Procter successfully guessed the closest date and time of 

the arrival of the fi rst goose at Oak Hammock Marsh this year. The fi rst Canada 

goose arrived at 9:40 a.m. on March 4. Procter guessed the arrival time to be 10 

a.m. She collected her prize at the marsh with her grandchildren on March 19. 

The prize consists of a free family membership to Oak Hammock Marsh Wetland 

Discovery Centre as well as a little plush Canada goose. Recording the arrival of 

the fi rst Canada goose spotted at Oak Hammock Marsh every spring has been 

an annual tradition since 1994. In 1998 the fi rst goose contest was created as 

a fun way for visitors to guess when the fi rst goose would arrive. In 1998 the 

fi rst goose arrived on March 16 and in 2024 the fi rst goose arrived Feb. 27 at 

9 a.m. The contest runs from the end of January to March 1 or when the fi rst 

goose arrives, whichever comes fi rst. Only one guess per participant is allowed 

and the contest is open to everyone. Pictured left to right: Emily Davidson of 

Ducks Unlimited, Brielle Procter, Jo-Anne Procter and Paul Rieux.
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Interlake’s Automotive & Agricultural Glass Specialists
We make the claim
We replace the glass
We have courtesy cars available

Phone 204-467-8929 
to book your appointment.
2 Patterson Drive, Stonewall

Autopac Accredited Glass Repair

By Cam Dahl, General Manager, Manitoba Pork Council
“This too shall pass” is a Persian proverb used 

to encourage hope when times are diffi  cult. Does 
this saying apply to the current U.S. president’s 
confrontational approach to allies and friends? 
Does it apply to the U.S. administration’s iso-
lationist trade policies and tariff s? It probably 
does apply in the long-term, but today, hope is 
in short supply for many Manitoba farmers.

Manitoba exports about $9.3 billion worth of 
agriculture and food products every year. This 
represents 13 per cent of the province’s annual 
gross domestic product. Almost half, 46 per cent 
in 2024, of these exports were shipped into the 
U.S. 

On March 4, President Trump carried through 
on his threats to put tariff s of 25 per cent on al-
most all Canadian exports (outside of oil and 

gas). This means that half of our agriculture 
and food exports became 25 per cent more ex-
pensive with no return to farmers or proces-
sors. The negative impact of this will reverber-
ate throughout every community in Manitoba, 
large and small. 

Tariff s do not come as a surprise. The presi-
dent talked about tariff s throughout his elec-
tion campaign. The current U.S. administration 
views trade surpluses as a foreign subsidy pro-
vided by U.S. taxpayers. The president’s clos-
est economic advisors are advocates for tariff s 
for both revenue generation as well as a tool 
to drive manufacturing to the U.S. Given these 
views, it is likely that these tariff s will be with 
us for some time.

Many are predicting that a recession is coming. 
Looking at the pork sector as an example, it is 

Tariffs and trade – now what?
not hard to see why these predictions are being made. The 
sector supports 22,000 jobs in Manitoba, in almost every 
part of the province. The industry contributes $2.3 billion 
to the provincial GDP. Our largest export market is now 
signifi cantly disrupted, putting those jobs and economic 
contribution at risk. Pork is not alone. A recent survey by 
the Winnipeg Chamber of Commerce found that over 60 
per cent of businesses will be negatively impacted, with 
many seeing impacts already.

Governments need to act decisively and rapidly. We have 
seen positive action from the Government of Manitoba, 
with the premier, together with his provincial counter-
parts, engaging with decision makers in the U.S. Cabinet 
ministers, like the minister of Agriculture, Ron Kostyshyn, 
have been reaching out to strategic partners in state capi-
tals. The establishment of the Premier’s U.S. Trade Council 
was a positive step. But more can, and must, be done.

At least in agriculture, we have common objectives with 
our neighbours in Saskatchewan and Alberta. The three 
governments should come together with a strategic out-
reach plan for Prairie agriculture and food trade stake-
holders in the U.S. Through work done by the Keystone 
Agricultural Producers, agriculture and food value chains 
in Manitoba have identifi ed 18 key states with whom we 
should be engaged. It would be diffi  cult for Manitoba to 
eff ectively launch an advocacy campaign in all 18 states, 
but together with the other Prairie provinces we have the 
necessary resources.

The province should consider leveraging their “Buy Lo-
cal” campaign to partner with the other two Prairie prov-
inces to further boost consumer demand here at home. 
Longer term, both the federal and provincial governments 
should be looking at incentives for investments that would 
help support export diversifi cation and increase trade be-
tween provinces. For example, providing incentives to 
both farmers and processors who, considering U.S. trade 
actions, might want to adjust their operations to meet Eu-
ropean regulations.

We also need to have a strategic plan going into the re-
negotiation of the Canada–U.S.–Mexico Agreement. The 
aggressive shift in U.S. foreign and trade policies over the 
past two months clearly show us that the renegotiation of 
our most important trade agreement will be diffi  cult. We 
must be more prepared than we are today.

Canada has responded to the U.S. tariff s with our own 
duties. We really had no option. But a protracted trade war 
with the U.S. will weaken our province and our country 
for years to come. There is hard work to be done by both 
exporting industries, like agriculture, and governments to 
prevent that from happening and to recharge that hope for 
the future. 
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ROCKWOODROCKWOOD Motor Inn 467-2354
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390 Main St. Stonewall

To see more photos 
of your favourite 
Interlake Athletes

Stonewall Teulon Tribune | fl ickrGO 
TO

Copyright Stonewall Teulon Tribune. To be used for personal use only.

AGM
Thursday, April 10, 2025

Doors Open 6:00 pm 

Monthly Meeting 6:30 pm

AGM 7:00 pm

Something Beautiful Cafe
307 Main St, Stonewall

Appetizers and refreshments provided*
*Does not include alcoholic beverages which 

will be available to purchase

Please RSVP to Christy at 

info@stonewallchamber.com

by Tuesday, April 8, 2025

STONEWALL 
& DISTRICT
CHAMBER
COMMERCE

25034GM2

She suggested that TD could consid-
er donating the branch to the Town of 
Teulon for the organization to use.

“I really strongly recommend you 
look at this proposal of donating that 
building and put it into the town’s 
name. They can be responsible for it 
under the Seniors Resource, and may-
be there will be another group that 
might want to join with them,” she 
said. “It is a very nice building. It’s 
been well maintained. It’s got every-
thing they could ask for.” 

Jan Lambourne of the Teulon and 
District Chamber of Commerce said 
that Teulon’s TD branch is a link be-
tween the south and the north of the 
province.

“If we lose our ATM, you literally 
don’t have a TD going on between 

south and north. It’s almost like the 
Interlake northern region is being 
eliminated. … The fact is we’re right 
in the middle. We’re the hub. Every-
body drives by going up north,” she 
said. 

“I’ve seen semis parked on Main 
Street going in TD to do their bank-
ing, a last-minute stop before going 
up north. So if we don’t keep our 
ATM, you’ve got nothing between 
Stonewall/Selkirk and Thompson/ 
The Pas — and that’s a sad fact.”

In response, Warren said TD re-
mains committed to rural Manitoba. 

For anyone who would like to ask 
more questions, learn about support 
or provide additional feedback, they 
can reach out to the Teulon branch.

>  BANK, FROM PG. 2

By Patricia Barrett 
Allied health workers represented 

by the Manitoba Association of Health 
Care Professionals (MAHCP) ratifi ed 
new four-year collective agreements 
with the provincial government and 
public health-care employers last 
week after going nearly a year with-
out contracts. 

Tentative agreements were reached 
a few weeks ago, and allied health 
workers voted on those agreements 
over the course of two days last week. 
In January MAHCP members had 
voted 96 per cent in favour of a strike 
mandate.

“This contract was achieved through 
the resolve of frontline allied health 
professionals and their bargaining 
committee, who were willing to go 
on strike to demand change,” said 
MAHCP president Jason Linklater in 
a news release. “It is my hope that the 
new contract represents the fi rst step 

in fi nally addressing chronic shortag-
es of specialized staff  and improving 
health care for Manitobans.” 

The new agreements are with em-
ployers provincial Shared Health, 
the Winnipeg-Churchill health region 
and the Northern health region.

Workers will receive a general wage 
increase of 12.25 per cent over four 
years, retroactive to 2024 with a 2.5 
per cent increase. They’ll subsequent-
ly see wages rise this year by 2.75 per 
cent, three per cent in 2026 and three 
per cent in 2027, plus a one per cent 
market adjustment. 

The wage increases are “consistent 
with other recent health-care agree-
ments, along with several improve-
ments intended to enhance work-life 
balance and address workload and 
health and safety concerns,” says 
MACHP. 

The contract also includes a $3 per 
hour step adjustment for most clas-

sifi cations, new rural and northern 
wage diff erentials, and wage parity 
for MAHCP paramedics with the City 
of Winnipeg paramedic services.

MAHCP says retention is a top pri-
ority as there are over 1,000 vacant al-
lied health positions, and most posi-
tions require years of training because 
of their high degree of specialization. 

Manitoba experienced a net loss 
of allied health staff  represented by 
MAHCP in both January and Feb-
ruary 2025 in Shared Health and the 
Winnipeg-Churchill and the northern 
health regions, says the news release. 
And this was the fi rst “two-month 
streak of net loss since August 2023, 
under the previous government.”

Although the contract doesn’t ad-
dress “signifi cant issues” aff ecting re-
tention and recruitment, it neverthe-
less is expected to help stem the loss 
of allied health workers from Man-
itoba and provide potential recruits 
with information about wages and 
working conditions — information al-
lied health professionals assess when 
looking for a job.

“The new contract is the starting 
point to stop the bleed and keep more 
allied health professionals on the job 
while Manitoba trains and recruits 
more to fi ll the thousand vacancies 
that have built up in recent years,” 
said Linklater. “Employers must pri-

oritize implementing the contract as 
quickly as possible before Manitoba 
loses more specialized allied health 
staff .”

The Manitoba Association of Health 
Care Professionals represents over 
7,000 allied health members working 
45-plus disciplines. Some MAHCP 
members are employed by Shared 
Health and work in the Interlake-East-
ern Regional Health Authority.

Allied health workers represented by MAHCP union ratify new collective agreements
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View the Stonewall Teulon Tribune online at
www.stonewallteulontribune.ca

The Stonewall Teulon Tribune is published Thursdays 
and distributed through Canada Post to 7,800 homes. 
Republishing in whole or in part without permission is 
strictly prohibited.  Printed in Canada by Prolifi c Printing.

This newspaper is supported 100% by advertising dollars. If you enjoy the paper 
and would like to see the newspaper grow and prosper visit any of the advertisers 
and businesses in our rural communities. – Keep your dollars working at home and 
shop local. Our commitment to you, the reader – we connect people through stories 
to build stronger communities.
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By Tara Seel, MPI
Driving the ice roads in Manitoba’s 

north, hopping in your vehicle to 
head out to your ice fi shing shack, 
or driving a well-known route on a 
frozen lake all carry a risk of going 
through the ice. With warmer weath-
er on the way, that risk only increases 
as ice begins to soften and melt. 

Manitoba Public Insurance (MPI) 
received 22 claims in 2024 for vehi-
cles that went through the ice, and 
there have been four claims reported 
so far in 2025. Going through the ice 
into cold water is potentially fatal as 
it can lead to hypothermia or drown-
ing. In fact, one third of all drownings 
in Manitoba occur during the win-
ter months — between October and 
April. 

Recommended ice thickness for 
walking is 10 centimetres; to sup-
port one ATV or snowmobile, the ice 
should be 12 centimetres thick; for a 
car, the ice should be 20-30 centime-
tres thick; and for a truck, it should 
be 30-38 centimetres thick. Howev-
er, even thick ice has the potential 
to be weak and crack. Temperatures 
can also vary widely throughout the 
province and while ice may be thick 
enough to travel on in one area, it 

could be extremely dangerous else-
where. 

“Drivers need to consider whether 
it is reasonable and safe to head out 
onto the ice,” said Maria Campos, 
vice-president and chief customer 
and product offi  cer. “Understand the 
rules when travelling on ice roads and 
be prepared in case an emergency oc-

curs. Manitobans should take special 
care when driving on surfaces that 
are slippery and can change without 
warning.” 

Preparation is the key to keeping 
safe on ice roads — whether those are 
maintained ice roads in Manitoba’s 
north or a worn path on a local lake. 

TRIBUNE PHOTO SUBMITTED
Pictured left to right: Lynne Stefanchuk, executive director of Lifesaving Society 

Manitoba; Maria Campos, vice-president and chief customer and product offi  cer, 

MPI, Winnipeg Police Service River Patrol, Manitoba RCMP Marine Unit.

MPI and ‘Professor Popsicle’ talk ice road safety as spring thaw begins 

Submitted by Manitoba Hydro
Manitoba Hydro natural gas cus-

tomers will soon see a signifi cant 
change on their bills. 

There will be no federal carbon 
charge on natural gas used by Man-
itoba Hydro customers on or after 
April 1.  

The federal government announced 
the change earlier this month. The 
Public Utilities Board later autho-
rized removing the charge from Man-

itoba Hydro customers’ gas use.  
The federal carbon charge was lev-

ied by the federal government start-
ing in 2019 and increased in incre-
ments. The amounts were set by the 
federal government and collected 
on its behalf by Manitoba Hydro. In 
2024, a typical Manitoba household 
paid about $338 in federal carbon 
charge on natural gas for the year.   

Federal carbon charges still apply to 
any gas customers use before April 

1 and will show up during the next 
billing cycle.   

With a paper bill, some customers 
may receive the Energy Matters news-
letter that details the federal carbon 
charge increase that was scheduled 
for April 1. This is outdated informa-
tion and should be disregarded.  

Manitoba Hydro has about 298,000 
natural gas customers. 

Federal carbon charge on natural gas customers ends after March 
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Welcome 
Home 

I recently read 
the story of the 
Prodigal Son 
found in Luke 15 
in the Bible. It is 
a familiar portion 
of scripture for 
me and I am al-
ways amazed at 
how God’s Word 
comes alive when we read it. The 
father’s younger son asked for his 
inheritance early because he was 
planning to leave home to experi-
ence life. A famine happened and 
he eventually ran out of money 
because of his “wild living”. After 
struggling to survive he came to his 
senses and decided to go home to 
his father. He decided, even if he 
became one of his father’s servants, 
at least he’d have food to eat. Luke 
15:20 has always pulled at my heart-
strings. It says, “While he was still a 

he ran to his son, threw his arms 
around him and kissed him.” This 
wasn’t an inappropriate kiss. It was 
a cultural norm and a warm, wel-
coming expression of love from a 
father for his son. The Bible doesn’t 
tell us how many months or years 
the son was gone, but the father 
never stopped watching and wait-
ing for him to come home. When he 

it says he ran to him and hugged 
him. Notice he didn’t lecture him or 
ask how he spent the money or if he 
even had any left. He just embraced 
him and welcomed him home. This 
is a picture of our Heavenly Father 
who is always ready to welcome 
each one of us home. We are deep-
ly and unconditionally loved by 
God and He always welcomes us 
into His loving embrace. Romans 
10:9 says, “If you declare with your 
mouth, ‘Jesus is Lord,’ and believe 
in your heart that God raised him 
from the dead, you will be saved.” 
If you haven’t already received Je-
sus as your personal Lord and Sav-
iour, consider surrendering your 
life to Him today.

Alive Family Church
Stonewall, MB 
alivefamilychurch.ca

Provincial government unveils 2025 budget
By Lorne Stelmach

A fi nancial plan for the province 
billed as “Trump-proofi ng” Manitoba 
was introduced by the Manitoba gov-
ernment last week.

Finance Minister Adrien Sala hailed 
the $3.7-billion capital spending pro-
gram as the largest ever to help spur 
economic growth and create jobs in 
the face of such uncertainty.

The budget includes a forecast for a 
baseline defi cit of $794 million,  but it 
could increase to nearly $1.9 billion in 
the event of U.S. and Chinese tariff s.

The budget includes two fi nancial 
plans — one without tariff s and one if 
U.S. President Donald Trump impos-
es sweeping 25 per cent tariff s April 2.

A $1.1-billion tariff  relief plan would 
include up to $200 million to help 
businesses, up to $100 million for 
farmers and $100 million for families. 
It also includes $85 million to train 
workers or students, and the prov-
ince had already announced payroll 
and retail sales tax deferrals for busi-
nesses.

“This budget is ready  to take on the 
big challenges and build the services 
Manitobans depend on,” Sala said in 
a news conference following the re-
lease of the budget last Thursday.

“We didn’t start this fi ght, but we 
are not backing down. We are build-
ing up our province. ... We’re ‘Trump 
proofi ng’ our economy and our coun-
try with a historic $3.7-billion invest-
ment in capital projects like schools, 
hospitals in every part of Manitoba,” 
said Sala. “This is the largest capital 
spend in Manitoba’s history. We’re 
doing it to put Manitobans to work 
and protect our economy.

“From the moment Trump threat-
ened his tariff  tax, our government 
has been responding,” he continued. 
“We took these threats seriously, and 
we delivered a response that was 
measured but strong. ... This budget 
is a clear examination of the impact 
Trump’s unjustifi ed tariff s may have 
on our economy, our revenues and 
our communities.

“We’re going to keep communities 
thriving with our historic new fund-
ing model,” Sala continued. “Our  
One Manitoba Growth Fund gives 
municipalities four per cent of our 
gas tax revenue to build hockey rinks, 
playgrounds and community cen-
tres ... to rebuild hometown pride all 
across our province.”

Sala emphasized the NDP govern-
ment’s commitment to grow the econ-
omy, protect jobs, rebuild health care 
and lower costs for Manitobans.

The $3.7 billion in capital projects in-
clude new schools, emergency rooms 
and personal care homes and other 
critical infrastructure.

A strong economy needs a strong 
health-care system, stressed Sala, and 
he suggested the budget continues to 
make progress on improving access 
for Manitobans. It includes putting 
shovels in the ground this year on 
the new emergency room and mature 
women’s centre at Victoria Hospital 
and a new health- care centre of excel-
lence in downtown Winnipeg as well 
as renovations at the Health Sciences 
Centre children’s hospital emergency 
room.

“We’re continuing to rebuild rural 
health care. ... Today, there are 1,255 
new health-care workers on the front 
lines of Manitoba’s health-care sys-
tem,” said Sala, citing the need to not 
only have more physicians and more 
nurses, but also boost training with 
more spaces for nurses and paramed-
ics.

He went on to also cite an 11 per cent 
increase in spending for roads, high-
ways, and infrastructure with a bud-
get of more than $800 million.

“Our budget helps rural commu-
nities be more climate resilient with 
funding for big fl ood mitigation proj-
ects,” said Sala, noting as well the 
$881 million committed for Manitoba 
Hydro upgrades and improvements 
to help keep rates low across the prov-
ince. “We’re making a generational 
change in hydro to keep rates low by 
eliminating the capital tax and cut-
ting their debt guarantee fees. These 
are big changes that will allow Hydro 
to keep Manitobans’ bills aff ordable 
while building and repairing the in-
frastructure we need into the future.”

The budget aims to lower costs for 
families and businesses with an in-
crease to the homeowners aff ordabili-
ty tax credit, more access to free birth 
control, a reduction in payroll taxes, 
an extension of $10-a-day child care 
into the summer, a new business se-
curity rebate program and making 
provincial park entry free for an en-
tire year.

It also includes a contingency with 
hundreds of millions of dollars in 

support to help businesses pivot 
to new markets, help workers skill 
up and fi nd good jobs, and support 
Manitoba’s canola farmers and pork 
producers facing tariff  threats from 
the U.S. and China, noted the fi nance 
minister.

“Budget 2025 includes strategic in-
vestments in the things we need to 
strengthen our trade corridors and 
protect northern sovereignty,” Sala 
said. “Budget 2025 delivers lower 
costs for working families where they 
need it most — permanent gas tax re-
lief, a hydro rate freeze and more sav-
ings on child care fees.

“And as uncertainty impacts Man-
itoba’s farmers and producers, our 
budget off ers direct supports with 
over $140 million in business risk 
management programming,” he not-
ed. “Budget 2025 helps small and me-
dium businesses grow and compete 
by reducing the payroll tax.” 

BUDGET REACTIONS
The Progressive Conservatives 

slammed the NDP for having such a 
tax-and-spend budget, noting Mani-
tobans are struggling to pay their bills 
and worrying about job losses.

“The premier and his fi nance minis-
ter have had months to get this right 
and prepare a budget that gives Man-
itobans immediate and substantial 
relief,” said interim leader Wayne 
Ewasko. “Instead, they brought for-
ward a reckless plan that raises in-
come taxes, expands the PST and 
slaps double-digit increases on edu-
cation property taxes.”

The Tories cited a few examples 
of how the  budget hits Manitobans 
hard, including $182 million more in 
education property taxes, $82 mil-
lion more in income taxes by freezing 
infl ation indexing, and $16 million 
more from a new PST on software 
subscriptions and cloud storage.

All told, the government will rake in 
over $1 billion more in taxes and oth-
er revenues from Manitoba families 
and businesses in 2025, Ewasko said. 
This comes, he added, as budget pro-
jections show new U.S. and Chinese 
tariff s, along with retaliatory tariff s, 
will slash Manitoba’s GDP by $3.6 
billion, reduce incomes by $1,420 per 
capita, and cause a recession compa-

Continued on page 12
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We believe in cherishing 
the small moments in life 

because they make the 
lasting memories

204-467-2525 • info@mackenziefh.com

ROYAL CANADIAN LEGION
STONEWALL BRANCH - 467-2261 Lic 
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Submitted by Apoorv Sinha
For far too long, Canada has un-

derutilized its vast natural resources 
in infrastructure development. We 
have been fi ne with exporting raw 
materials, letting other countries, 
mostly the United States, refi ne these 
products and then buying them back 
as higher value products.

 In 2023, Canada exported almost 
$150B in raw minerals, while we im-
ported over $280B manufactured 
goods from the U.S. alone. Canada’s 
resource-based industry is not that 
diff erent from that of Ghana or the 
Ivory Coast, which produce precious 
raw cocoa, only to have the profi ts 
absorbed by Switzerland or France 
branding the chocolates global cus-
tomers consume.

From lumber to steel, it’s time Can-
ada moves up the value chain — or 
be left behind in the global economic 
race.

The tariff s announced by the U.S. 
will force Canada to confront our 
dependency on U.S. manufacturing 
with even more urgency than we re-
acted to the price increases and infl a-
tion caused by import dependencies 
during the COVID pandemic. 

Canada has an existential choice.  
We need to decide if we want to be 
like Japan or Taiwan with high-end 
manufacturing or continue to be just 
a raw mineral provider for other man-
ufacturers globally.

We constantly buy steel, cement and 
energy from international parties in-

stead of prioritizing Canadian inter-
dependence, contradicting not just 
environmental goals, but economic 
prosperity and growth for other Ca-
nadians. Domestic sourcing can off er 
signifi cant, tangible benefi ts for Cana-
dians in every province, and for Can-
ada as a whole. 

Manufacturing supports 1.7 million 
direct jobs across Canada and gener-
ates CAD $200B  annually. We pro-
vide raw materials used across the 
world for manufacturing high-value 
products. By using Canadian resourc-
es, and upgrading them locally, Can-
ada could supercharge its industrial 
base and economy. 

Quebec produces the world’s 
greenest aluminum (94 per cent hy-
dro-powered), yet only 35 per cent 
gets value-added processing domes-
tically before export. Canada supplies 
30 per cent of global potash but man-
ufactures just 12 per cent of advanced 
crop nutrition products locally. While 
leading in raw lumber exports (21 per 
cent global market share), we import 
65 per cent of engineered wood prod-
ucts.

We need an ambitious plan to be-
come a self-reliant manufacturing su-
perpower. Here are some things we 
can do to take on the most important 
mission of our generation:

1.  Incentivize circular innovation
Rather than just taxing imports, we 

can incentivize “Made in Canada” 
products through instruments like 

the Canada Growth Fund and the 
Canada Infrastructure Bank. Expand-
ing tax credits for projects using more 
than 75 per cent Canadian materials 
would entice multinational and blue-
chip Canadian companies to manu-
facture in Canada.  

We can mandate “Buy Domestic” 
provisions in all federally funded in-
frastructure projects exceeding $10M 
and accelerate waste-to-resource ini-
tiatives like Alberta’s Bitumen Be-
yond Combustion programs. 

Prioritizing local sourcing of mate-
rials could have profound short- and 
long-term impacts for Canada. 

2. Radically incentivize interpro-
vincial collaboration 

We need a focus on overcoming pro-
vincial silos. Specifi cally, we should 
fast-track the Impact Assessment 
Act’s “One Project, One Review” sys-
tem for critical mineral mines and as-
sociated manufacturing. We should 
prioritize pan-Canadian supply chain 
projects and build them as quickly as 
possible. 

We should fast-track the $9B Atlan-
tic Loop connecting Quebec hydro 
to New Brunswick and Nova Scotia, 
and should seek to rapidly harmonize 
building codes through the National 
Research Council to enable use of ad-
vanced, domestically sourced materi-
als like Quebec’s low-carbon alumi-
num in BC infrastructure projects.

We should also create federal tax 
incentives for interprovincial clean 

energy partnerships and implement 
“First-Canada” transmission pricing 
with discounts for domestic users.

3. Future-proof through R&D 
We should focus our vast research 

and development resources on ampli-
fying our domestic supply chains and 
create a critical mass of manufactur-
ing. The U.S. has begun eff orts to on-
shore critical mineral production and 
bring semiconductor manufacturing 
back. Canada needs to do the same.

After the Second World War, Can-
ada demonstrated global leadership 
through major projects like the St. 
Lawrence Seaway and Trans-Canada 
Highway projects.  We can do it again.

The U.S. tariff s aren’t just a chal-
lenge; they’re a wake-up call and 
possibly the defi ning opportunity for 
Canada to build strategic indepen-
dence. 

Why Canada needs to become a manufacturing superpower 

Shop Local – Buy Canadian written 
to the left of the local Stonewall Teulon 
Tribune header. All sounds wonder-
ful and advice that we as Canadians 
should follow.  

Tucked inside our same local 
newspaper are the weekly fl yers for 
our two local grocery stores here in 
Stonewall which we are all encour-

aged to shop at. After all, we should 
be shopping locally or Canadian 
now due to the obvious threats and 
insults coming from a certain presi-
dent south of the border.

So as a proud Canadian and a pro-
moter of local businesses, I checked 
both fl yers for Canadian grocery 
items and this is what I found. One 
grocer had a huge red maple leaf in 
the header stating “Support your Lo-
cal Grocer!” Yay! Upon review of the 
fl yer, I found the following:

Sixty clearly marked Canadian gro-

cery items and 86 clearly marked for-
eign items.

Countries such as Mexico, Guate-
mala, China, Spain, Egypt, Morocco, 
Israel, Chile and of course the U.S.A.

Let’s check our other grocery store 
that proudly promotes itself as “Your 
Local Grocer”:

Fifty-one grocery items clearly 
marked Canadian, most items did 
not list where they were a product 
of, but the foreign items included; 
Argentina, South Africa and my fa-
vourite labelled items stating the 

country of origin may or may not be 
a product of Peru or Mexico, product 
of Mexico or U.S.A., product of Peru 
or South Africa. Thus, leaving us, the 
shoppers, to go on a scavenger hunt 
to fi nd out which country these items 
actually come from.

Admittedly not all produce can be 
grown during the winter months 
here locally. But I can’t help but no-
tice Canada is able to grow most (not 
all) of the tomatoes, cucumbers and 
lettuce in greenhouses. Not that long 
ago one of our local grocers even of-
fered Canadian greenhouse straw-
berries, which were quite delicious.

In closing I do want to thank our lo-
cal grocers for promoting Canadian 
products by clearly marking items 
in-store with our maple leaf and Buy 
Canadian but challenge them to do 
better by sourcing and stocking more 
local and Canadian goods.

- Janice Chase 
Stonewall

Shop local – buy 
Canadian

Letters to the Editor: 

news@stonewallteulontribune.ca  

PHOTO SUBMITTED
Apoorv Sinha (Forbes 30 Under 30 All-

Star Alumni) is the founder and CEO of 

Carbon Upcycling Technologies.
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By Patricia Barrett 
Lake Winnipeg commercial fi shers 

are concerned about the provincial 
government’s recent decision to forgo 
a recommendation to have the Mani-
toba Clean Environment Commission 
(CEC) conduct an environmental as-
sessment/hearing of a proposed new 
wastewater lagoon in the RM of Arm-
strong.

The Crystal Spring Hutterite Colony 
had applied to the province for per-
mission to build a domestic wastewa-
ter lagoon for its new colony on land a 
few miles west of Highway 8. Willow 
Creek fl ows eastwards through the 
Crystal Spring property, under High-
way 8 and into the Siglavik subdivi-
sion (in the RM of Gimli), which has 
signifi cant coastal wetlands fringing 
the lake.

At a public hearing held by the RM 
of Armstrong in 2020 (see Feb. 20, 
2020 online edition of the Express), 
representatives from the colony said 
they want to farm over 15,000 chick-
ens, an unspecifi ed number of cattle 
and sheep and set up a manufactur-
ing operation to make hog barn parts.

Commercial fi sher Bill Buckels and 
other fi shers had written letters to the 
provincial minister of environment 
and climate change last December, 
outlining their concerns about the 
potential environmental hazards the 
lagoon could have on fi sh spawning 
grounds and the health of Lake Win-
nipeg. 

The province said last week that it 
won’t recommend that the CEC con-
duct an environmental assessment of 
the proposed lagoon. The CEC is an 
arm’s-length provincial government 
agency that conducts public hearings, 
investigations and mediation, pro-
vides the public with an opportunity 
to play a role in protecting the envi-
ronment and provides advice to the 
environment minister.

Buckels said the location of the col-
ony’s proposed lagoon is subject to 
overland fl ooding and the province 
should be taking a “precautionary” 
approach by having an environmen-
tal assessment done before it poten-
tially grants a license to the colony for 
the lagoon.

“One major concern is the fact that 
roads get fl ooded at the lagoon loca-
tion and there’s no way to protect the 
wetlands in the Willow Creek area, 
nor the swamps nor the fi sh spawn-
ing grounds, which dot the creek and 
the little tributaries,” said Buckels 
last week. “It’s just plain bad policy 
to allow any kind of high-density de-
velopment in that area, period. [That 
land] was never intended for a fac-
tory operation. It should have been 
stopped cold.”

In their letter to the minister, the 
fi shers insisted that the proposed la-
goon be “halted” pending consulta-
tion with all stakeholders including 
Indigenous groups, local communi-
ties, environmental organizations and 
fi sheries experts. 

They say there are three major en-
vironmental impacts the lagoon’s 
discharge could have on the local 
aquatic ecosystem and the health of 
Lake Winnipeg. First, pollutants can 
kill fi sh populations in the creek itself, 
which serves as an “essential spawn-
ing and nursery habitat for sever-
al fi sh species.” Second, the lagoon 
might contribute to further nutrient 
(e.g., phosphate, nitrogen) loading in 
Lake Winnipeg, which is already un-
der signifi cant environmental stress 
from agricultural and industrial nutri-
ents that cause algal blooms. Blooms 
in turn kill aquatic species. And third, 
the lagoon could cause cumulative 
eff ects on the environment from the 
pollutants it will release.

“Given the already signifi cant stress-
ors on Lake Winnipeg from agricul-
tural runoff , urban development and 
climate change, it is crucial to take a 
precautionary approach in assessing 
any new projects that could contrib-
ute further to its ecological decline,” 
wrote Buckels in his Dec. 19 letter to 
the minister. “The cumulative eff ects 
of such developments need to be care-
fully considered before any approvals 
are granted.”

He urged the minister to conduct a 
“thorough” environmental impact as-
sessment of the proposed lagoon, in-
cluding a review of potential impacts 
on water quality, fi sh habitat and the 
“overall health of the Willow Creek 
watershed.”

Buckels said he was given to under-
stand that the RM of Gimli council 
was going to oppose the development 
of the lagoon as the municipality has a 
bylaw, currently, that prohibits waste 
from entering Gimli from other mu-
nicipalities. Council noted on a Feb-
ruary agenda that it will be reviewing 
that bylaw.

The Tribune asked Gimli council if 
it’s concerned about the potential 
pollution/destruction of spawning 
grounds in relation to the proposed 
lagoon, whether it intends to repeal 
its bylaw and allow waste from oth-
er RMs to be spread on RM of Gimli 
fi elds and if it would take legal action 
should waste fl ow into the municipal-
ity.

“We understand that Manitoba En-
vironment and Climate Change is-
sued a hearing notifi cation decision 
in relation to the Crystal Spring Col-
ony New Development – Wastewater 
Lagoon on March 10, 2025,” said the 

RM’s manager of community engage-
ment Christine Payne in a statement 
on behalf of council. “The RM of Gim-
li is in the process of reviewing the de-
cision and considering which steps, if 
any, it intends to take in relation to the 
decision. Given that this is an ongoing 
regulatory matter, the RM of Gimli is 
not in a position to make any further 
comment at this time.”

The Tribune asked the provincial 
government why it’s not recommend-

ing a hearing by the Clean Environ-
ment Commission regarding the col-
ony’s proposed lagoon, whether the 
government can require the colony 
to send its waste to the Gimli Waste-
water Treatment Plant, what other 
substances besides human waste will 
be treated by the lagoon, whether the 
lagoon is in the process of being con-
structed, if provincial approvals have 
already been granted, and how the 

TRIBUNE FILE PHOTO BY PATRICIA BARRETT 
Lake Winnipeg commercial fi sher Bill Buckels had to work in a swirling mass of 

fecal matter and algae in the Hecla-Grindstone area in 2018. Environmental 

concerns about waste being discharged into Lake Winnipeg have been ongoing 

for decades. Fishers are concerned about a new wastewater treatment lagoon 

that a Hutterite colony wants to build in the RM of Armstrong as Willow Creek 

runs through the colony’s property and waste could compromise fi sh habitat and 

residents who live on the lake.

Fishers concerned with province decision to not recommend CEC review of proposed wastewater lagoon

Continued on page 10
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By Jennifer McFee
Buddy bench placement
Stonewall council is sitting on a de-

cision about where to place a park 
bench. 

Several Stonewall residents shared 
suggestions about the placement of 
a bench being considered for Archie 
Gray Park during the March 19 coun-
cil meeting.

Council has been working with 
Danica and Abby’s Village, an orga-
nization that honours the memory of 
local children Danica DeLaroque and 
Abby Margetts who lost their lives in 
separate accidents.

One of the initiatives is to place bud-
dy benches in Manitoba communities, 
and council is considering putting a 
bench in the northeast corner of Ar-
chie Gray Park. However, some near-
by neighbours expressed some con-
cerns with the proposed placement. 

Alex and Andrea Martens said the 
proposed location is 18.5 feet from 
their back gate. In the past, they’ve 
experienced problems when a bench 
was previously located in the same 
area. 

“The fi rst bench had originally been 
put there for the seniors by the Lions 
Manor for them to come there and sit. 
During the day, we never saw any-
one sitting there but at night when 
it got dark the trouble began. Kids 
would come to the bench and drink. 
We would fi nd the odd can or bottle 
thrown in our backyard. One morn-
ing, we found a homemade bong. We 
also found an empty gas can,” Andrea 
said. 

“Because of the noise, the swear-
ing, we couldn’t keep our windows 
open. Our bedrooms are on the back 
of our house facing the park. I fi nal-
ly contacted Lockie McLean, who 
was a councillor at the time, and told 
him what was going on and what we 

were fi nding. The next day the town 
removed the bench.”

She said they don’t have any prob-
lem with the bench itself, but they 
hope it could be located elsewhere in 
the park. 

“It’s a wonderful donation to the 
town. It’s just the placement,” she 
said. “We could use more benches in 
the park beside the play area, prefera-
bly on the north side under the light. 
There’s no place to sit right there and 
it would be well used and much ap-
preciated.”

The purpose of a buddy bench is 
to combat loneliness and promote 
friendship. When a child sits on a 
buddy bench, it’s a signal to others 
that they would like someone to play 
with. 

Several residents noted that an iso-
lated corner of the park is not the best 
location for a buddy bench because it 
wouldn’t be easy for other kids to see 
a child sitting there. Instead, they sug-
gested a better location would be near 
the play structure where most young 
kids and families gather. 

Mayor Sandra Smith said council 
would take the comments under con-
sideration. 

“We will discuss as a council with 
our staff  and we will let you know,” 
she said.

She also said they would request for 
the RCMP to conduct occasional spot 
checks in the park to help mitigate 
any potential problems. 

Before and after school recreation 
program

Quarry Park manager Kelly Kimball 
provided an update on the new before 
and after school recreation program 
that will soon be off ered at Ecole RW 
Bobby Bend School. 

A pilot project will run from May 5 
to June 26, with before-school recre-

ation off ered in the gym from 6:45 to 
8:30 a.m. and after-school care from 
3:15 to 6 p.m. No programming will 
be off ered on in-service days or hol-
idays. The program will resume in 
September on the fi rst day of school. 

The program is open to kindergar-
ten to Grade 4 students who attend 
the school. Currently, there is space 
for up to 30 participants. 

Online registration opened March 
24 at https://app.univerusrec.com/
stonewallpub/index.asp. All registra-
tions and payments are done online, 
and payments will be taken off  credit 
cards every two weeks. 

The daily cost for kids to attend 
both morning and afternoon sessions 
is $20 plus GST. For those who only 
attend either the morning or the after-
noon, the cost will be $15 plus GST. 
Half-days will only be off ered if space 
allows. There will be no refunds for 
illness or last-minute vacations. 

“It’s looking to be a very promising 
program,” Kimball said. “I think it’s 
defi nitely something there was a need 
for.”

Recruitment eff orts are underway 
to fi ll assistant positions for fall pro-
gramming, and resumes are currently 
being accepted. For more information 
or to submit an application, email 
Ashleym@stonewall.ca.

“There’s been a lot of interest and 
a lot of support for this program, so 
hopefully this will help parents that 
are looking for spots,” Mayor Sandra 
Smith said. “It’s good that we could 
do it here.”

IN OTHER COUNCIL NEWS:
• Mayor Sandra Smith said that 

council should expect a signifi cant 
school tax increase this year. “This is 
going to cause a signifi cant impact for 
us when we are going through our 
budget because we will have to keep 
that in mind for the average property 
owner,” she said. ”There’s defi nitely 
more discussion to be had on this.”

• Taxervice Inc. manages prop-
erty tax arrears recovery for the town. 
The town has appointed vice-pres-
ident Donna Zinkiew and associate 
Tyler Burnside as tax sale managers.

• The mayor, deputy mayor 
and CAO are authorized to attend the 
Federation of Canadian Municipali-
ties trade show and conference in Ot-
tawa from May 29 to June 1.

• The town accepted a propos-
al to install electric vehicle charging 
stations in fi ve municipal locations 
across the Interlake region from Bolt 
Electric for $95,254.65 plus tax. The 
costs for this SAMS project is covered 
by a grant the organization received. 

• The Town of Stonewall and 
Global Homes Ltd. are entering into 
a revised development agreement. 
Global Homes amended its subdivi-
sion application for the extension of 
8th and 9th Avenue South. 

• Council accepted a $2,321 
quote from ATS Traffi  c for fabricat-
ing custom aluminum traffi  c-grade 
signage to improve wayfi nding in the 
community.

• The town has entered into an 
agreement with the Manitoba divi-
sion of the Canadian Corp. of Com-
missionaires for mobile patrol securi-
ty services. 

• The Terry Fox Marathon of 
Hope will be celebrating its 45th anni-
versary on April 12. At the request of 
the Stonewall Terry Fox Committee, 
council will fl y the Terry Fox fl ag at 
town hall on April 12. The fl ag-raising 
will take place on Friday, April 11 at 2 
p.m.

• Stonewall’s Quarry Park 
Spring Break Camp will run from 
March 31 to April 4 from 8:30 a.m. to 
5 p.m. The cost is $35 per day plus tax 
or fi ve days for $150 plus tax. Online 
registration is available at https://
app.univerusrec.com/stonewallpub/ 
and more information is available by 
calling the Heritage Arts Centre at 
204-467-7980.

Stonewall council news in brief

colony plans to deal with its animal 
waste.

A provincial spokesperson said the 
department’s director is not recom-
mending to the minister that a public 
hearing be conducted because the po-
tential environmental impacts from 
the lagoon are “well understood” and 
can be “mitigated” through clauses 
put into an environment licence. 

The environmental assessment pro-
cess had included a public review 
period, and public input is being con-
sidered as part of the assessment and 
licensing decision. 

A Clean Environment Commission 
is typically recommended by the di-
rector of environmental approvals 
to the minister of environment and 
climate change when there’s “a need 

for additional technical review and/
or public engagement outside of what 
already happens during the environ-
mental assessment and licensing pro-
cess under the Environment Act,” he 
said.

The department had received the 
colony’s application to construct and 
operate the lagoon in August 2023.

When asked if the government can 
require the colony to send its waste 
to the Gimli Wastewater Treatment 
Plant, the spokesperson said the de-
partment does not have the “regula-
tory authority” to compel the colony 
to connect with the treatment facility 
in Gimli.

“The domestic wastewater lagoon 
will treat domestic wastewater, truck 
wash run-off  and abattoir wastewater 
for colony use only,” said the spokes-

person when asked what substances 
will be treated in the lagoon. “Addi-
tional wastewater may come from 
backwash from the future water treat-
ment plant and possible water collec-
tion system infi ltration.”

All livestock manure and mortalities 
will be dealt with in accordance with 
the Livestock Manure and Mortalities 
Management Regulation under the 
Environment Act, added the spokes-
person.

When asked if construction of the la-
goon is underway, the spokesperson 
said the Environmental Approvals 
Branch has not made an Environment 
Act licensing decision. 

“Construction of the lagoon cannot 
commence until the licencing deci-
sion is made,” he said.

RM of Armstrong CAO Colleen 

Mayer also confi rmed that the lagoon 
isn’t being built at the moment as the 
colony is awaiting provincial approv-
al. The RM’s Reeve Gary Wasylowski 
said he drove out to the proposed la-
goon site on the weekend to confi rm 
that no construction was underway. 

Anyone concerned about the impact 
the colony’s proposed lagoon will 
have on the environment can appeal 
the minister’s decision to not recom-
mend a CEC environmental review. 
Concerns must be made to the minis-
ter in writing by April 9, 2025.  Email: 
minecc@manitoba.ca

Documents related to the lagoon 
are available on the provincial de-
partment of environment and climate 
change’s public registry or by visit-
ing: https://www.gov.mb.ca/sd/
eal/registries/6193/index.html

 >  FISHERS, FROM PG. 9
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April 12  • 374 1st St. West             
10:30-12:30 Refreshments and Discussion

Oddfellows Lodge 49 promotes personal and social development, 
supports many charitable causes and helps those in need 

Our principles are friendship, love, truth, faith, hope, 
charity and universal justice.

Stonewall Lodge 49 helps area organizations and individuals:
•  Memorial Eye Foundation, the Afflicted Children’s Fund, Food Bank 

and Youth Scholarships 
•  Benefits to Stonewall and area through golf tournaments, draws, 

meals and BBQs, concerts, Lodge rentals and more!
Is Oddfellows is something of interest to you? 

Join us! Men and Women welcome!
RSVP to Ross by April 5th to 

rossthompson@mts.net; 204-467-2438

The Independent Order 
of Oddfellows

Stonewall Oddfellows Open House 

Submitted by SCO
On Friday, the Southern Chiefs’ Or-

ganization (SCO) responded to the 
latest provincial budget, tabled March 
20, 2025. The “Building One Manito-
ba” budget includes a record $3.7 bil-
lion in spending for capital projects, 
including investments in critical in-
frastructure that will directly impact 
several of our Nations and the work 
of SCO.

“While I understand and even em-
pathize with the provincial govern-
ment given the current economic 
strains the Trump administration’s 
tariff  threats are putting on their fi scal 
bottom line, that in no way excuses 
them from meeting their obligations 
to the fi rst peoples of this land,” stat-
ed SCO Grand Chief Jerry Daniels. 
“Together we can emerge from this 
existential threat to the economy of 
Manitoba. By engaging in respectful 
and productive dialogue, we can en-
sure that First Nations are not left be-
hind at this critical time.”

The creation of aff ordable housing 
continues to be a priority for SCO, 

and we are heartened to see a budget 
line that will see the building of over 
600 aff ordable housing units along 
with a $7 million commitment to end 
chronic homelessness.

SCO also welcomes a $4 million for 
the creation of the Health Care Centre 
of Excellence as part of the redevelop-
ment of Portage Place in downtown 
Winnipeg.

“Along with our transformative We-
hwehneh Bahgahkinahgohn project 
in the former Hudson’s Bay build-
ing, this investment will further our 
promise to revitalize downtown Win-
nipeg,” said Grand Chief Daniels. 
“First Nations are at the forefront of 
so many critical projects in Manito-
ba’s capital city, and I am pleased to 
see our provincial partners recogniz-
ing that indisputable fact.”

Finance Minister Adrien Sala also re-
vealed that work will now commence 
on the Lake St. Martin and Lake Man-
itoba outlet channels. These projects 
are long overdue and critical to pro-
tecting our impacted Nations from re-
peated and devastating fl oods. 

“I applaud the province for com-
mitting to protecting our Interlake 
Nations from future catastrophic 
fl ooding,” added Grand Chief Dan-
iels. “However, I cannot overstate 
how vital it is to include them in the 
fi nal consultations and plans for these 
channels and to listen to them when it 
comes to the potential impacts these 
projects could have on fi sh habitat 
and water quality. To do anything 
less can only be seen as a betrayal of 
trust.”

SCO is pleased to see in this budget 
a commitment to increasing reconcil-
iation within the education system. 
We are heartened to learn of invest-
ments in land-based curriculums and 
Treaty education, along with bring-
ing in language revitalization and a 
$2.2-million annual investment to cre-
ate an Elders and Knowledge Keepers 
Program for schools.

As SCO Nations continue to face on-
going safety issues, the investment of 
$11.9 million for the Manitoba First 
Nations Police Service Program and 
the First Nations Safety Offi  cer Pro-

gram is essential.
SCO also calls on the Kinew gov-

ernment to follow up on important 
areas of meaningful reconciliation, 
including investment in First Na-
tion-led economic projects, along 
with loan guarantee programs and 
resource-sharing for wind power and 
resource development.

We will continue to ensure import-
ant issues such as Treaty entitlements, 
consultations on a critical mineral 
strategy, health, housing, and other 
fi duciary responsibilities are met by 
our provincial Treaty partner. 

“We are in a unique and potentially 
remarkable time in our history when 
it comes to our relationship with the 
province,” concluded Grand Chief 
Daniels. “Having an Anishinaabe 
premier who is also the minister re-
sponsible for Indigenous reconcilia-
tion gives us a direct voice at the ta-
ble. I am confi dent that this will result 
in positive outcomes for our Nations 
and peoples.”

Southern Chiefs Organization responds to 2025 Manitoba budget

By E Antonio
The annual CAA Worst Roads campaign 

is back, and they are looking for your in-
put in fi nding Manitoba’s worst roads.

From now until April 11, you can nom-
inate a road in your community that is in 
dire need of improvement.

“We do a lot of research here, and we 
have learned that 96 per cent of Mani-
tobans are concerned or very concerned 
with the state of our roads,” said Ewald 
Friesen, manager government relations at 
CAA Manitoba.

Now in its 14th year, CAA addresses the 
conditions of roads by releasing a Top 10 
list of worst roads, nominated by the pub-
lic.

Through the campaign, you have the 
ability to nominate a road in poor condi-
tion either as a driver, a cyclist or a pedes-
trian. If you can use the road, you have the 
opportunity for your voice to be heard.

Whether it is a plethora of potholes or 
faulty crossing signals, CAA wants to 
hear it all.

“We can’t change our roadways without 
your help,” said Friesen. 

He particularity addressed the concern 
in rural communities. 

“If you cannot access your road, you are 
going to be in a lot of trouble,” he said.

In the previous two campaigns, rural 
roads were voted as Manitoba’s worst 
roads — 18th Street in Brandon and High-
way 74 near Morris both reached the top 
spot. Within months of the list being re-

PHOTO BY LANA MEIER
Nominations are open for the CAA Worst Roads campaign. 

Have your voice heard and nominate the worst road in 

your community for a chance to win free gas for a year. 

Pothole problem? Nominate a road for the CAA Worst Roads campaign
leased, the government took action and made commit-
ments to fi xing both roads.

“The government is responding to our lists. Every 
nomination submitted drives home the message to our 
government leaders: safer roads, better infrastructure 
and attentive governance matter to us all.”

You can nominate the worst road in your community 
once a day until April 11. Voting takes place at www.
caaworstroads.com, and every nomination you cast en-
ters you into a draw to win free gas for a year.

CAA will release the roads with the most nominations 
in May, where they will also share regional lists to en-
sure that everyone’s voices are heard.
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55 Main St, Teulon  Call 204-886-0404  or visit www.klfuneralservices.ca

You have options.

25034CC0

Quarry Choristers Dinner Theatre
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Still a few tickets available for 
upcoming shows in May.

Check our website for details.
��������������������

Thanks for the amazing support 
from our communities!

Don’t Miss Out!

By Jennifer McFee
Some Stonewall residents have tak-

en to the streets to voice their oppo-
sition to a proposed regional water 
treatment project. 

The Town of Stonewall and RM of 
Woodlands are working together on 
the proposed project, which includes 
a reverse osmosis water treatment 
plant as well as new water supply 
reservoirs in Stonewall and Warren, 
new supply wells and a water supply 
pipeline from Stonewall to Warren. 
The project aims to address aging in-
frastructure while also preparing for 
future growth in the communities. 

The total estimated cost of the proj-

ect is $33.16 million, with the majority 
covered by grants. The municipalities 
would split the remaining costs. The 
Town of Stonewall is considering bor-
rowing $3 million and contributing 
another $2.3 million through reserves 
for a total contribution of $5.3 million. 

Some residents would like to see 
other options besides reverse osmo-
sis, which is a purifi cation process 
that removes impurities and hardness 
from raw water. Several petitions are 
also circulating around town. 

On the fl ipside, other residents are 
in favour of the proposed water treat-
ment project.

TRIBUNE PHOTO BY JO-ANNE PROCTER
Residents hold signs while picketing in Stonewall on Thursday, March 21 to protest 

a proposed regional water treatment project. Some community members are 

voicing concerns about the use of reverse osmosis and the project’s overall cost, 

while petitions continue to circulate around town.

Proposed regional water 
project draws mixed opinions

rable to 2009.
Midland MLA Lauren Stone, PC crit-

ic for fi nance, added that the budget 
contains no actions to remove inter-
provincial trade barriers, no compre-
hensive strategy to expand trade and 
no meaningful relief for Manitobans 
during these uncertain times. 

“At a time when government needs 
to be making life more aff ordable, 
the NDP are hiking taxes across the 
board, making life more expensive 
for everyone,” Stone said. “Instead of 
giving back to Manitobans, the NDP 
are taking more, spending more and 
giving themselves raises. Our prov-
ince is going to be poorer for it.”

Other reactions to the budget off ered 
mixed reviews.

The Canadian Federation of Inde-
pendent Business (CFIB) welcomed 
Manitoba’s commitment to business 
growth but suggested more may be 
needed to help increase business con-
fi dence during these turbulent times.

“Small business owners in Manito-
ba are feeling extremely pessimistic 
about their future. Ongoing trade 
uncertainty, rising costs and lack of 
demand make it nearly impossible 
to plan for the months ahead,” said 
Tyler Slobogian, CFIB’s senior policy 
analyst for the prairies and the north. 
“No one knows when the tariff  war 

will end, and businesses are deep-
ly concerned that the worst is yet to 
come.

“We are pleased to see the Manitoba 
government recognize the challeng-
es that small businesses are facing, 
especially in light of ongoing trade 
disputes and signifi cant economic 
uncertainty,” Slobogian added. “But 
further tax cuts may be necessary to 
promote growth and expansion and 
to help small businesses remain com-
petitive should we fi nd ourselves in a 
prolonged trade war.”

The Canadian Taxpayers Federation 
criticized the government for hiking 
taxes by bringing back bracket creep. 
They pointed out that the government 
will stop indexing income tax brack-

ets and the basic personal amount 
by infl ation — a sneaky way, they 
said, of increasing taxes. Because of 
bracket creep, infl ation can automat-
ically bump taxpayers into a higher 
tax bracket and raise their taxes even 
though they can’t actually aff ord to 
buy more because prices have gone 
up.

“The government shouldn’t be pun-
ishing taxpayers with a tax hike just 
for getting a cost-of-living pay raise,” 
said prairie director Gage Haubrich. 
“Failing to adjust tax brackets to in-
fl ation is a stealth tax hike on Mani-
tobans that will increase their tax bills 
every single year.”

>  2025 BUDGET, FROM PG. 7

Balmoral Al-Anon Family Group
Balmoral Community Hall basement

6003 E MB-236, Balmoral, MB
Contact: (204) 470-8972

Meets every Wednesday 7-8 PM
Everyone welcome

Selkirk Red River 
Al-Anon Family Group
Christ Church Anglican

227 McLean St., Selkirk, MB
Contact: (204) 482-6287

Meets every Monday 7-8 PM

Teulon AA
Christian Education Building

3rd Ave. SE, Teulon, MB
Contact: (204) 461-0155

Meets every Tuesday 8-9 PM

Stonewall AA
Parochial Hall

291 1st St. W., Stonewall, MB
Contact Denis: (204) 981-7747

Donna (204) 461-0892
Meets every Sunday 7:30-8:30 PM

Al-Anon and AA 
Meetings Information

Please support our advertisers

SHOP LOCAL
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By Jennifer McFee
Alan Campbell has been elected as 

the president of the Manitoba School 
Boards Association — for the second 
time. 

Campbell served his fi rst term 
as president from October 2018 to 
March 2023. After that, he served as 
past-president from March 2023 to 
March 2025. 

Now he has been elected as pres-
ident once again for the 2024-2026 
term, and he also continues to serve 

as president of the Canadian School 
Boards Association since 2022 and a 
trustee for the Interlake School Divi-
sion since 2010.

Campbell said his fi rst term as 
president was largely monopolized 
by fi ghting the former provincial 
government’s attempts to eliminate 
school boards through Bill 64.

“There is a sense of cautious opti-
mism as we move forward in collab-
oration with the current provincial 
government, who has publicly stated 

a strong willingness to respect the au-
tonomy of locally elected boards in 
the spirit of partnership, for the good 
of our public schools and the commu-
nities they serve,” he said. 

“In a world where there is so much 
instability right now, school boards 
are focused on ensuring that local 
public schools remain a source of 
safety and stability for all students, 
staff  and families.”

Alan Campbell

Alan Campbell elected president of MSBA
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 TRIBUNE PHOTOS BY JO-ANNE PROCTER
The cast and crew of Collège Stonewall Collegiate’s “Rock of Ages” lit up the stage 

with high-octane energy and ‘80s fl air during four packed performances March 

19 to 21. Directed by Kendra Obach and Lindsey Weber, the production brought 

the Sunset Strip to life with powerful vocals, big hair and even bigger heart.

CSC goes full ’80s with ‘Rock of Ages’CSC goes full ’80s with ‘Rock of Ages’
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TRIBUNE PHOTOS BY JO-ANNE PROCTER
Skaters from the Stonewall Skating Club performed during the club’s Red Carpet Ready ice show on March 20. 

The show featured routines by local CanSkate, StarSkate, Junior, Intermediate and Senior Star skaters as well 

as guest skater Sadie Graetz from Winnipeg and Stony Mountain’s Summit Synchro skaters. Presentations 

were made to the following: Scarlett Dingwall - CanSkater of the Year, Sarah Goodwill - Program Assistant of 

the Year, Gaia Turner - Senior StarSkater of the Year, Sofi a Lavrova - Intermediate StarSkater of the Year and 

Hayden Young - Junior StarSkater of the Year.

Stonewall Skating Club rolls out the Red Carpet
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By Jennifer McFee
New multifamily housing options 

could soon be coming to Balmoral. 
Rockwood council is considering 

a rezoning request for a proposed 
fi ve-unit townhome development on 
Road 85N at the site of the former 
general store. 

Darren Minaker is the owner and 
president of Silver Bridge Land De-
velopment, which is behind the Bal-
moral proposal. The company has 
also developed single-family housing 
in Warren through a subdivision on 
Poplar Wood Drive. 

The Balmoral property is located 
within a rural settlement centre. The 
development company is requesting 
a zoning change to “rural multi fam-
ily” from its current zones of “com-
mercial central” and “residential sin-
gle family.” 

The two-storey townhouses would 
each span 1,475 square feet, featuring 
three bedrooms and two and a half 
bathrooms. The main fl oor would be 

606 square feet, and the second fl oor 
would be 869 square feet. The living/
dining room would off er access to a 
110-square-foot rear patio. Each unit 
would also have its own front-facing 
281-square-foot single-car garage and 

separate entrance. 
“Balmoral is a growing community. 

This would be a welcome addition by 
providing another housing option,” 
said Minaker, who is from Rosser.

“This rezoning would allow for 
much-needed housing in the commu-
nity.”

The site currently has a garage on 
it, which would be demolished to 
make way for the proposed new de-

velopment. Nearby, there are plenty 
of community amenities for residents 
to enjoy, including the rec centre and 
community hall.

The letter of intent for the project 
states that there would be less traffi  c 
in the area with the multifamily hous-
ing compared to the previous general 
store. An entrance and exit off  Provin-
cial Road 236 would be created using 
existing approaches. 

In addition, the letter indicates that 
police and fi re protection services 
were provided when the general store 
was on the property, so it’s feasible 
that these services could continue 
to be off ered without an added cost. 
Connection to utilities would be at the 
developer’s expense. 

The modern fi ve-plex would also 
follow an eco-friendly approach by 
incorporating sustainable building 
materials, energy-effi  cient systems 
and water-saving technologies.

“We are confi dent that this project 
will be a valuable addition to Bal-
moral, contributing to the local hous-
ing market while respecting the char-
acter of the community,” states the 
letter of intent. 

“We look forward to working with 
the Rural Municipality of Rockwood 
and SIPD (South Interlake Planning 
District) throughout the approval and 
construction process and are commit-
ted to creating a high-quality, well-de-
signed townhouse development that 
will benefi t both the residents and the 
municipality as a whole.”

After the required approvals and 
permits are in place, construction 
is expected to take about eight to 10 
months to complete. 

A public hearing for the requested 
rezoning will take place on Wednes-
day, April 9 at 11 a.m. at the RM of 
Rockwood council chambers. 

TRIBUNE PHOTO SUBMITTED
A public hearing on April 9 will focus on a rezoning request for a proposed fi ve-plex townhome development in Balmoral.

Five-plex townhomes proposed for Balmoral

Interested in starting a Men’s Shed
in your community?

Winnipeg or Rural Manitoba.
Resources, support and startup 

funding is available.

For information on how to join 
an existing Shed, start a new 

Shed, or support 
Men’s Sheds in Manitoba

please contact
menshedmanitoba@gmail.com

or visit:
mensshedsmanitoba.ca

Shedding Loneliness
Through Men’s Sheds
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CAR
DETAILING
SERVICE

Contact: info@falkidevelopments.com 
Tel:  204-407-6030

www.falkidevelopments.com 

• 1160 sq ft living space with fi nished 280 sq ft garage
• Spacious 2-bedroom, 2-bathroom fl oor plans
• Attached garage with direct access to your home
• In-fl oor radiant heating for year-round comfort
• Covered back patio and relaxing outdoor space
• No condo fees or unexpected, additional expenses
• Snow removal / Grass cutting included

• Wheel Chair Accessible
• In-suite Laundry
• Quartz Counter-tops
• Stainless Steel Appliances
• 24/7 security surveillance
• Long-term leases
• 30 Units available for lease

ALL UNITS NOW AVAILABLE 
Monthly Rate: $2200 plus utilities

CENTRE
STREET
WEST
55+ Development

OPEN
HOUSE
1PM TO 3PM
MARCH 29, 2025

TRIBUNE PHOTOS BY JO-ANNE PROCTER 
The Stonewall-Rockwood Fire Department responded to a vehicle fi re on Thursday on First Street West. The driver started the car, noticed smoke and got out of the 

vehicle. Nobody was hurt and the cause of the fi re is undetermined. The response time was quick since the fi re department is right down the street.

Firefighters make quick work of First Street car blaze

By Jennifer McFee
A project at Warren Elementary School aims to ensure ac-

cessibility for every child. 
The project focuses on designing and creating a na-

ture-themed sensory path, following the completion of a 
movement room at the school. 

The movement room features a safe space where stu-
dents can meet their specifi c self-regulation needs and to 
develop self-regulation skills. As a result, they will be able 
to return to their classroom ready to learn alongside their 
peers.

IN OTHER INTERLAKE SCHOOL DIVISION NEWS:
• Bob Boyd, a former principal of Warren Elementa-

ry School and long-time teacher in the community, recent-

Interlake School Division news in brief
ly passed away.

• Indigenous education support teach-
er Kathy Simcoe coordinated treaty education 
training, helped schools build Indigenous con-
nections and is the point person for grants and 
initiatives. 

• An additional school social worker 
allows for better service coverage at schools, 
while also helping families make connections 
for support.

• Heidi Reeb will be the interim princi-
pal at Teulon Elementary School from Sept. 2, 

2025, to June 30, 2026.
• Leanne Benson will be the teaching 

principal at Meadow Lake Colony School start-
ing Sept. 2, 2025.

• Sylvia Evenson will be the teaching 
principal at Omega Colony School starting 
Sept. 2, 2025.

• The school board approved long-term 
borrowing for a promissory note dated March 
15, 2025, for $167,000 for the Collège Stonewall 
Collegiate boiler project.
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By Jennifer McFee
When mixing two diff erent demo-

graphics together in the kitchen, it 

seems to be a recipe for success — and 
the basis for further multi-generation-
al connection.  

Students from the foods and nutri-
tion class at Collège Stonewall Colle-
giate recently had the chance to spend 
time in the kitchen with volunteers 
from South Interlake 55 Plus. 

Yet the impetus for the initiative 
stems back further than that. For the 
past couple years, students in the 
class have volunteered at the monthly 
luncheons for 55 Plus. 

“The feedback from students and 
55 Plus members has always been so 
positive. With knowing this, I wanted 
students to build more of a personal 
connection with older adults in our 

community,” said Jocelyn Reimer, the 
foods and nutrition teacher. 

“An after-school program was an 
idea, but many were not available. 
During school hours was the only op-
tion, and I introduced the idea to oth-
er teachers.”

The school’s clothing and textiles 
teacher Holly McAuley and art teach-
er Julia Dennis were open to this op-
portunity. 

“We met with 55 Plus in December 
and proposed possible activities from 

TRIBUNE PHOTOS BY JO-ANNE PROCTER
South Interlake 55 Plus members Laurie Slater and Karen McLean teamed up with 

Collège Stonewall Collegiate cooking class students Elizabeth Danis and Nathaniel 

Christensen to prepare Oreo Sushi.

Left to right: Annika Hildebrand and Yana Biantan mix ingredients for barbecue 

cheese toast while South Interlake 55 Plus members Barb Symchuk and Flo 

Bambenek observe.

An intergenerational recipe for success

Monday & Wednesday: 8:30 am - 7 pm
Tuesday, Thursday & Friday: 8:30 am - 5 pm
Saturday: 10 am - 4 pm
Closed Sunday
We’ll be closed on Friday, April 18, for Good Friday.

278 Main Street – Unit 2, Stonewall, MB R0C 2Z0

Maximize Your Tax Refund
Call Us Today

talbotcpa.ca

stonewall@talbotcpa.ca(204) 467-5566

March & April 2025 Extended hours

Let the Professionals Handle Your Taxes 
– You’ve Got Enough on Your Plate!

It’s that time of year again! The season of tax forms, and that overwhelm-
ing feeling of “Did I do this right?” You could spend hours wrestling with 
complicated deductions, or you could do yourself a favour and let a tax 
professional handle it. After all, you’re a pro at your job, so why not let the 

guidance, it won’t be able to explain the intricacies of your unique situ-
ation. Did you get a side gig this year? Maybe you’ve got an investment 
portfolio that’s grown more complicated than your love life? Whatever 

save you money and sanity.
 Let’s be real: Tax season is stressful. But you don’t have to face it alone. 

Hiring a local professional means you get someone who knows the ins 

last thing you want is for the CRA to come knocking on your door with 
questions.

marathon. Trust a tax expert to get the job done right. Your taxes are im-
portant, but your peace of mind is priceless. Let us handle the heavy lift-
ing so you can focus on what really matters: getting back to your life (and 

 Call today to schedule an appointment!

talbotcpa.ca

(204) 467-5566     stonewall@talbotcpa.ca

278 Main Street – Unit 2, Stonewall, MB R0C 2Z0

Continued on page 26
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Men’s Shed MB hopes to come 
to a community near you
By Ashleigh Viveiros

A program designed to give men a 
welcoming space to gather to share 
skills, learn and support one anoth-
er is hoping to come to a community 
near you.

Men’s Sheds Manitoba  already has 
branches in Winnipeg, Beausejour, 
Howden, Minnedosa, Neepawa and 
Dauphin, and they’re hoping to see 
even more community hubs pop up 
across the province.

“We are looking to grow,” says Fred 
Bobrowski, provincial chair of the or-
ganization.

A Men’s Shed is a group of men who 
come together on a regular basis to 
enjoy a range of activities.

“It’s a casual place for men to con-
nect and socialize and get together to 
work on projects that benefi t them-
selves and the community,” explains 
Bobrowski.

Some sheds revolve around wood 
or metalworking, others gardening, 
technology, card games or any other 
interest  (or multiple interests) that 
resonate with the group.

Bobrowski’s group in Winnipeg 
started out making walking sticks 
and canes, though the activity itself is 
really secondary to the camaraderie.

“Any sort of thing where guys are 
sitting shoulder to shoulder doing 
their stuff  and talking,” he says. “It’s 
a bottoms-up organization. It’s what-

ever the guys want with respect to the 
activities.”

Educational workshops and presen-
tations are a staple of many Men’s 
Sheds, welcoming guest speakers on 
a host of topics, including health, fi -
nances and technology. Many also 
partner with local non-profi ts to tack-
le community projects.

“The aspect of giving back is key,” 
says Bobrowski. “When we know 
we’re helping our community. We re-
ally feel that sense of purpose that can 
be lost after retirement.”

Bobrowski’s involvement with 
the program began several years 
ago when he was a member of the 
Transcona Council for Seniors.

The council welcomed Doug Mack-
ey, the man who brought Men’s Sheds 
to Canada in the early 2000s, as a guest 
speaker. By that point, Men’s Sheds, 
which began in Australia in the ‘90s, 
had spread to more than 15 countries 
around the world. Today there are 150 
sheds in Canada alone.

“He came and talked to a few men in 
our community about it and it really 
struck a nerve with me,” Bobrowski 
recalls. “I know that there are many 
men who, when they retire, don’t 
plan for it, or it may come unexpect-
edly to them. So they have too much 
time on their hands and not enough 
things to do.”

Men’s Sheds give guys a place to get 

out of the house and together with 
other men of all ages (though seniors 
make up the bulk of the membership, 
sheds are not exclusive to that age 
group — any male 18+ is welcome to 
get involved).

“Being part of a shed provides a 
vital sense of belonging,” says Bo-
browski. “We often hear from shed 
members how their shed community 
has helped them feel valued, support-
ed and less lonely.” 

Anyone can start up a Men’s Shed 
chapter — you’ll just need to recruit 
a few members and fi nd an aff ordable 
space in which to meet.

Men’s Sheds Manitoba and Men’s 
Sheds Canada have support for new 
sheds by way of startup funds and 

advice on how to get a one up and 
running successfully.

Bobrowski urges anyone interested 
in the idea to reach out to learn more.

“I think the impact you’ll fi nd of 
Men’s Sheds to the men and to their 
families and by default to the com-
munity is probably quite profound,” 
he says. “Friendships are made, skills 
are taught, skills are learned, and 
guys have a place to come that’s safe, 
non-judgmental. Everyone’s accept-
ed.”

For more information on starting a 
Men’s Shed in your community, head 
to mensshedmanitoba.ca or menss-
hedscanada.ca or send an email to 
menshedmanitoba@gmail.com.

 SUPPLIED PHOTO
There are 10 Men’s Shed groups across Manitoba right now, providing a welcoming 

space for men to come together to share skills, tackle projects and enjoy a cup 

of coff ee and a chat. 
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By E Antonio
Mark your calendars for March 29 

at 7 p.m. and come to the Ecco Choir 
Rock Solid Fundraiser at Stonewall’s 
New Life Church. This event aims to 
address one of the most pressing is-
sues facing our world today — global 
hunger.

This is an opportunity to hear in-
spiring stories from Dan and Hertha 
Penner, two Manitoban farmers who 
dedicated their time to teaching sus-
tainable farming practices in Africa. 
Their eff orts are part of the Rock Solid 
Growing Project, which has already 
contributed over $100,000 to the Can-
ada Foodgrains Bank (CFGB).

“It is not just about giving people in 
Third World countries to feed them-
selves; it is about teaching people 
how to feed themselves,” said An-
drew Harris, one of Stonewall’s three 
farmers who are involved in the Rock 
Solid Growing Project for CFGB.

Harris works alongside Nick Mathe-
son and Nathan Tollenaar, who all 
volunteer their time, equipment and 
resources to maintain and sell a crop. 
Once the crop has been harvested, 
they donate 100 per cent of the pro-
ceeds to CGFB.

CFGB is a nationwide initiative that 
works with communities in third 
world countries to combat the food 
insecurity crisis. In membership with 
15 diff erent church organizations, 
proceeds are put towards creating, 
improving and maintaining sustain-
able farms that can assist in generat-
ing income for impoverished commu-
nities. Certain funds are also created 
to supply emergency food assistance 
and food rations.

Dale Friesen, Manitoba’s spokes-

person from CFGB, explained in their 
last fi scal year, 123 diff erent CFGB 
projects supported 35 diff erent coun-
tries, totalling $18.8-million worth of 
donations.

“Canadians are working together 
to end world hunger. Hunger issues 
are on the rise around the world, and 
these are real people with real needs 
that we are helping,” said Friesen.

He advocates for community in-
volvement, addressing the matter 
that we all are working towards one 
common goal of ending the hunger 
crisis.

“Through each project’s support, 
this is a whole community saying this 
is unacceptable.”

The Rock Solid Growing Project spe-
cifi cally donates to the Tearfund with-
in the CFGB. This fund

Targets food insecurity by training 
farmers to off er low-cost, resilient 
farming practices.

The trio of farmers are looking to 

raise $7,000 at their fi rst fundraiser 
on March 29 to help cover costs for 
the upcoming growing season. This 
includes seeds, maintenance supplies 
and other farming equipment. At the 
event, the Penner’s will share how 
they witnessed fi rst-hand the impacts 
created by the CFGB. The pair visit-
ed Malawi, Africa in November 2023, 
and engaged in a learning tour with 
CFGB. They will share their experi-
ence, and the importance of CFGB’s 
contributions to third world coun-
tries.

Locally, Harris, Matheson and Tolle-
naar rent 45 acres of land located a 
half mile south of Stonewall, where 
they plant, maintain and harvest a 
crop to sell and donate its proceeds. 

Their project fi rst began in 2019 
north of Balmoral but later relocated 
to their current Stonewall location in 
2021.

“We have the experience and exper-
tise to make an impact, so we all fi g-
ured it was a good way to give back 
to the community,” Harris explained.

All proceeds are donated to the 
CFGB, and the federal government 
matches the donations 4:1 up to $25 
million.

Matheson noted the federal govern-
ment’s commitment as “remarkable” 
and condones their dedication.

You can kick-off  the growing season 

by showing your support for the Rock 
Solid Growing Project with their fund-
raiser at the New Life Church, 6106E 
Highway 67 on March 29. The event 
is free to attend, and cash and cheque 
donations will be accepted through-
out the evening. Entertainment from 
the Ecco Choir and light refreshments 
will also be provided for all patrons.

Entertainment will be provided by 
the Ecco Singers, a Winnipeg-based 
community choir that bonds over 
their admiration of music. They strive 
to use music as a way to advocate for 
change and frequently are invited to 
perform at fundraisers. 

Twelve of their singers will perform 
at the Rock Solid Fundraiser, creating 
a 20-minute musical program.

“Some pieces the audience will know 
and others that will be new,” said 
Ecco Singers artistic director Roberta 
Velarde, who was born and raised in 
Stonewall and is Matheson’s sister. 
She is looking forward to performing 
in Stonewall, as several members of 
the choir are from the area. 

“It is a nice opportunity to show-
case and celebrate Stonewall with our 
singers, and showcase the talents of 
the local singers at home.”

For more information, or to get 
involved with the CGFB, you can 
contact Dale Friesen at DFriesen@
foodgrainsbank.ca.

TRIBUNE PHOTOS SUBMITTED
Stonewall farmers (left to right) Nathan Tollenaar, Andrew Harris and Nick 

Matheson are hosting a Rock Solid Project fundraiser at New Life Church on 

March 29 in support of Canada Foodgrains Bank. 

The Ecco Singers will perform at the Rock Solid Fundraiser, creating a 20-minute 

musical program. 

Rock solid fundraiser to end global hunger March 29
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By Kieran Reimer
It was mission accomplished at the 

2024-2025 Manitoba High School 
Athletic Association Provincial “AA” 
Girls Basketball Championship for 
the Warren Wildcats Varsity Girls 
who were eying redemption at pro-
vincials.

With six members of last year’s fi -
nalist squad, the Wildcats did just 
that with a 52-36 championship win 
over the Souris Sabres at Hapnot Col-
legiate in Flin Flon on March 22.

After losing out in the fi nal last year, 
the Wildcats set out to win the pro-
vincial championship from the start 
of the season.

The Wildcats started the provincial 
tournament with an 86-37 win over 
the Teulon Saints in the quarterfi nals 
on Thursday. 

They moved on to play Glenboro/
Carberry/Baldur (Co-Op) Panthers 
who gave them their biggest chal-
lenge in the semi-fi nals on Friday.

After trailing 28-24 at the half, the 
Wildcats scored 31 points in the sec-
ond half to win 55-45.

The Wildcats then clashed with the 
Souris Sabres in the provincial fi nal on 

Saturday. With the title and redemp-
tion on the line, the Wildcats claimed 
victory and earned a provincial ban-
ner that now hangs in the entrance at 
Warren Collegiate.

“They were very excited, they were 
very determined,” head coach Jason 
Darragh told the Tribune on Monday. 
“The semi-fi nal wasn’t easy; we were 
trailing at the half by four, it was 28-
24, but they never lost the belief that 
they could get the job done,” he said. 
“That was kind of my message at the 

half; we have lots of fi repower on our 
team. Usually, we score lots of points, 
and it’s not a typical half for us to 
score 24, so we made some adjust-
ments at the half, and the adjustments 
paid off . We had a really good third 

quarter where we took the lead and 
never looked back.”

Darragh grew trust in his entire ros-
ter this season through many high-

TRIBUNE PHOTOS BY MONICA BALDWIN 
The Warren Wildcats are the 2024-2025 Manitoba High School Athletic Association 

Provincial ‘AA’ Girls Basketball champions. Pictured left to right, back row: Candace 

Procter (coach), Jadyn Baldwin, Leia Theroux, Thalissa Lavallee-Thang, Samie 

Boonstra, Mia Cassils, Colby Darragh, Lauren Voth and Jason Darragh (coach); 

front row: Danika Shaver, Blake Darragh, Keira Schutz and Avery Langrell.

Mia Cassils, left, and Lauren Voth, right,  

were both named MHSAA provincial all-

stars while Colby Darragh was named 

MHSAA provincial MVP.

Wildcats reach the promised land one year after heartbreak

TRIBUNE PHOTOS SUBMITTED
Ecole Stonewall Centennial School students excelled at the 2024-2025 Interlake Divisional Junior High Curling Championships held at the Stonewall Curling Club 

on March 18. In the fi nals, the Junior Girls team defeated Teulon with a score of 6-4, the Mixed team won against Argyle 6-5, and the Boys team triumphed over 

Grosse Isle 7-2. Notably, the Junior Girls team achieved an impressive eight ender against Stony Mountain, marking a perfect score in a single end of curling. Such an 

accomplishment is extremely rare at any level, and the team will receive recognition from Curl Canada for their feat. Left photo, left to right: Jr. Girls team, Devynn 

Van Hussen, Morgan Conrad, Kalli Missiabit and Eva Learmond. Middle photo: Jr. Mixed team, Anton Sowa, Cooper Dickey, Hollly Fitzpatrick and Teagan Precourt. Right 

photo: Jr. Boys team, Quinn Nugent (alternate), Thomas Moff at, Radek Fingas, Malachi Nugent and Lukas Goldstein.

ISD Jr. high school curling banner champions
Continued on page 22
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By Annaliese Meier
The Stonewall Skating Club skaters 

had a very successful weekend at the 
Skate Manitoba Provincial Cham-
pionship in Portage la Prairie from 
March 7 to 9. Cameron Nesbitt - Star 
5 O13 Freeskate: gold; Gaia Turner - 
Star 5 U13 Freeskate: gold; Anna Hoff  
- Star 4 O13 Freeskate: bronze and 
Lacey Learning - Star 4 U13 Freeskate: 
silver. 

Meet our provincial medallists:

Anna Hoff , 14, from Stonewall, has 
been skating for 11 years. At the re-
cent provincial competition, the high-
light for her was performing her fi rst 
Star 5 Artistic solo — an original pro-
gram choreographed by her coach, 
Leigh Nesbitt. Together, they focused 
on making it expressive and connect-
ed to the music, even incorporating 
a new element: the pike spin, which 
Anna landed successfully in compe-
tition.

She trains on ice two to three times 
a week and does off -ice workouts ev-
ery few days, focusing on strength, 
fl exibility and jumps using a spinner. 
Anna is especially proud of her prog-
ress on her combo-spin and double 
salchow.

Current goals: Pass Star 6 skills, Star 
4/5 freeskate, and land her double 
salchow by season’s end.

Outside of skating, Anna plays pia-
no and trombone, plays club volley-
ball (U14 Interlake Ice), participates 
in school sports and enjoys reading, 
staying active and spending time with 

friends. She’s grateful for the support 
of her coaches, teammates, family and 
skating community.

Gaia Turner, almost 13, began fi gure 
skating in 2021 and quickly found her 
passion. She trains three to four times 
a week for singles and one to two 
times a week with her synchro team, 
Summit Synchro in Stony Moun-
tain. She also practises in Stonewall, 
East St. Paul,and Stony Mountain. 
Gaia loves jump practice — especial-
ly axels and doubles — and works 
closely with her longtime coach, Kee-
sha McCutcheon, who has guided her 
since day one.

This season, Gaia competed in all the 
Manitoba events, moving into STAR 5 
in December. Her scores steadily im-
proved with each competition, and 
she proudly earned gold and the Pro-
vincial Title for STAR 5 U13 at Provin-
cials.

Gaia is also a CanSkate program as-
sistant and enjoys helping younger 
skaters. She’s active in cross-country 
and track and fi eld, and also crochets 
gifts to share or sell at craft markets. 
She volunteers at her local Anglican 
church and loves the excitement, 
creativity and community that skat-
ing brings — especially competition 
weekends!

Lacey Learning, 13, fi rst tried skat-
ing at age four with her mom but 
didn’t start lessons until she was 10. 
A year later, she joined the STARSkate 
program and now skates four days 

Cameron Nesbitt

Anna Hoff 

Lacey Learning

Gaia Turner 

Stonewall skaters win provincial gold, silver and bronze medals

stakes tournament games and said 
they all contributed to the provincial 
championship victory. Each player on 
the team saw fl oor time, which can be 
rare for a championship game.

At provincials, grade 12 students 
Mia Cassils, Lauren Voth, Colby Dar-
ragh, and Avery Langrell led the way.

Colby was Warren’s leading scorer 
at provincials, averaging 27 points 
per game, and was named Tourna-
ment MVP. Cassils and Voth were 
both named Tournament All-Stars.

Cassils was named Game Star in 
both the quarterfi nal and fi nal games, 
and  Langrell was named Game Star 
in the semi-fi nal game. 

“They were huge,” said the Wild-
cats’ coach. “Mia’s presence down 
low was really important for us and 
gave us a bit of an inside game which 
we needed, especially in that semi-fi -
nal,” he explained. “The outside 
shooting from Lauren (Voth) and Col-
by (Darragh) and Avery Langrell real-
ly helped. Our outside shooting and 
our combination of inside play along 

with Jadyn Baldwin and Samie Boon-
stra underneath, like rebounding,” he 
said. “It really came down to, in that 
Glenboro game, our six older girls 
that were in that fi nal last year, their 
experience, drawing on that and the 
six of them really outworking Glen-
boro in the second half. It was really 
fun to watch how they were under-
standing the game, reading the oth-
er team’s defence, breaking it down, 
and then attacking on off ence. It re-
ally took all six of them in that game 
against Glenboro.”

Darragh said that the fi ve girls on the 
bench were so positive and cheered 
on their teammates. Every player on 
the team got into the game in the pro-
vincial fi nal, so they all contributed to 
the championship win against Souris.

The Wildcats will have four players 
eligible to return next season, while 
seven players will be graduating.  

Their provincial championship ban-
ner will eventually be moved to be 
hung in the gym at WCI.

a week, including with Summit 
Synchro out of the Stony Mountain 
Skating Club. She’s also a CanSkate 
program assistant, helping younger 
skaters build confi dence on the ice.

At Provincials, Lacey earned silver 
in STAR 4 Freeskate, silver in STAR 
3 Elements and bronze with her syn-
chro team. She also debuted her new 
STAR 5 Artistic program. Leading up 
to events, she trains with her coach 
Leigh, working on higher-level ele-
ments and routines. “Clear ice” ses-
sions help her focus, and she often 
seeks extra practice at other rinks.

Outside of skating, Lacey enjoys 
swimming, track and fi eld (especial-
ly sprints and jumps), reading, sew-
ing and babysitting. Born in Halifax, 
she’s lived in Ontario and moved to 
Stonewall in 2020. She loves the ener-
gy of competitions and the support of 
her teammates and coach.

Cameron Nesbitt skates year-
round, training in Stonewall and East 
St. Paul across multiple disciplines — 

skills, dance, freeskate, synchro and 
artistic. Her favourites are dance and 
artistic, and she trains hard by run-
ning each of her programs twice per 
session to build endurance and mus-
cle memory. She also takes advantage 
of early morning ice and seminars 
— learning from legends like Jeff rey 
Buttle and Kurt Browning.

At Provincials, Cameron was at the 
rink from early morning to late eve-
ning. Her competition routine in-
cludes warming up, checking in with 
her coach and preparing mentally to 
perform. She competes in events like 
Freeskate and Artistic and loves the 
energy of performing in front of a 
crowd. She uses her “report card” to 
set goals and track progress.

Her club is close-knit and support-
ive — they even made duck-themed 
clothespins with positive messages 
to surprise other skaters. For Camer-
on, competitions are about more than 
medals — they’re about pushing her 
own limits, connecting with others, 
and sharing joy through skating.

 >  WILDCATS, FROM PG. 21
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By Annaliese Meier
The Stonewall Blues hockey team 

has been crowned the Hockey Winni-
peg ‘A2’ U11 Female City Champions 
for the 2024-25 season after defeating 
the Rockets in a best-of-three series.

After a challenging season, the girls 
persevered and earned the champion-
ship banner. The team, consisting of 
18 talented young ladies, worked dil-
igently in both practices and games.

The season started off  on a rough 
note with a losing record at the half-
way point. However, the Blues turned 
things around following the mid-sea-
son realignment. They fi nished fi rst in 
the second half of the regular season 
and entered the playoff s as the top 
seed. The team won all four of their 
round-robin games, which granted 
them a bye to the fi nals.

Game 1 was a nail-biter against the 
Rockets. The Blues found themselves 
trailing 4-1 going into the third period 
but rallied to score three goals, tying 
the game just before the buzzer. In 
overtime, they played for over nine 
minutes until Harper Farthing scored 
the winning goal.

Unfortunately, the Blues fell short 
with a 2-1 loss in Game 2 last Thurs-
day. However, this past Saturday, the 
Blues faced the Rockets for the third 
and fi nal time, winning the champi-
onship game 5-3.

The atmosphere was electric, with 
fans waving blue and yellow post-
ers, using noisemakers, and banging 
drums. The girls started strong with 
a goal from Johnson just two minutes 
into the game, giving them an early 
lead. Shortly after, the Rockets re-
sponded with two goals in quick suc-
cession. The Blues tied the game 2-2 
when Johnson scored again during a 
power play.

As the third period began, the girls 
were reminded to continue to play 
with passion. They fought hard 
throughout the fi nal period, with Ka-
tie Marohn taking a tripping penalty 
that halted a potential Rockets break-
away. The Blues successfully killed 
off  the penalty, with the “Stone Wall” 
Walton making crucial saves. During 
the penalty kill, Farthing scored a 
shorthanded goal, followed by an-
other goal that brought the Blues to a 

4-2 lead. Farthing completed her hat 
trick with an empty-net goal with 2.5 
minutes remaining. The Rockets man-

aged to score once more, but it wasn’t 
enough, as time ran out. The Blues 
claimed the victory.

TRIBUNE PHOTO SUBMITTED
Hockey Winnipeg A2 U11 Female City Champions 2024-25, left to right, front row: 

Natalie Peleshaty, Lily Fung, Olivia Tucker, Peyton Marohn, Harper Farthing, Eva 

Coutu, Emery Johnson, Jorja Gervin, Odea Hogg, Paisley Erickson, and in front, Bay 

“Stone Wall” Walton; middle row: Katie Marohn, Hannah Corrigal, Danika Robinson, 

Emma Fingas-Green, Abigail Donovan, Scarlett Campbell; back row: coaches Jim 

Campbell, Lance Marohn, Scott Marohn and Nicole Hutchinson. Missing from the 

photo: Ava Yurick, manager Kaitlyn Yurick and assistant coach Scott Yurick.

Stonewall Blues win Hockey Winnipeg championship

By Kieran Reimer
Fans of the American Hockey 

League’s Coachella Valley Firebirds 
have enjoyed a remarkable start to 
the franchise’s existence over the past 
two and a half seasons.

As the AHL affi  liate of the Seattle 
Kraken, the Firebirds reached the fi -
nals in both of their fi rst two seasons 
and have continued their success 
during the current 2024-25 season.

This season, the Firebirds are under 
new leadership with Stonewall’s Der-
ek Laxdal, who was appointed as the 
second head coach in the franchise’s 
history last summer. 

As of March 20, the team holds a re-
cord of 32-21-2-5, placing them third 
in the Pacifi c Division.

Laxdal, 59, previously coached the 
Oshawa Generals to an appearance in 
the Ontario Hockey League Champi-
onship Series and earned the OHL’s 
Matt Leyden Trophy for Coach of the 
Year. He succeeded Dan Bylsma, the 
former head coach, who set an incred-
ibly high standard during the team’s 
initial two campaigns. 

Despite these expectations, Lax-
dal has made an impressive start in 
continuing the Firebirds’ tradition of 
fi elding a competitive team. Nota-
bly, the Firebirds are also one of the 
youngest squads in the league, with 
an average age of 24.38.

“If you look at our team, knock on 
wood, we’ve had a really good sea-
son,” said Laxdal on Thursday. “The 
organization is very happy where we 
are obviously with a group of young 
kids. But the area here doesn’t have a 
great understanding of where we are, 
so they expect you to win every game 
so at the end of the day we know as 
a staff  it’s all about development. The 
best way for these kids to develop 
is to win, so there’s a fi ne line there 
when we’re doing this.”

Laxdal has signifi cant experience in 
developing young players with NHL 
potential, having coached at various 
levels across North America, includ-
ing juniors, the East Coast Hockey 
League, and the NHL. 

Before joining the Firebirds, he 
served as the head coach of the Texas 
Stars in the AHL from 2014 until mid-
way through the 2019-20 season when 
he was promoted to assistant coach of 
the Dallas Stars in the NHL, remain-
ing there until the end of the 2021-22 
season.

“One thing I’ve noticed from coach-
ing Texas in the AHL to now is the 
emphasis on development of what 
you have available at your hands with 
development coaches,” said Laxdal. 

He explained that he has adapted 
their practice structure: the fi rst 15 
minutes are dedicated to skill de-

velopment relevant to the game for 
either forwards or defence. He then 
aims to integrate these skills into their 
practice to prepare for games. 

“It’s a little bit more of an emphasis 
on development, trying to get these 
kids ready to play for the NHL and 
trying to give them the best opportu-
nity to take that step,” said Laxdal.

Among the young prospects on the 
active roster, 14 players were born 

between 2000 and 2005. Key names 
include forwards Eduard Sale (20th 
overall in 2023) and Jagger Firkus 
(35th overall in 2022), as well as de-
fenceman Ty Nelson (68th overall in 
2022), all of whom were playing ju-
nior hockey just last year.

Another notable player, 2022 Seattle 

TRIBUNE PHOTO SUBMITTED
Derek Laxdal, who grew up in Stonewall, is head coach of the Coachella Valley 

Firebirds, AHL affi  liate of the Seattle Kraken. 

Firebirds in playoff spot with Laxdal at the helm

Continued on page 25
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Annual Annual 
Balmoral Judo ClubBalmoral Judo Club
TournamentTournament
Sat., March 29 Sat., March 29 
@ 10:00 am@ 10:00 am
at Collège Stonewall at Collège Stonewall 
CollegiateCollegiate
FREEFREE Admission -  Admission - 
Everyone WelcomeEveryone Welcome
Come & See some Come & See some great Martial Arts!great Martial Arts!

By Kieran Reimer
Qualifying for the Manitoba 5 Pin 

Bowlers’ Association Provincial Dou-
bles was not initially on the radar for 
the Derkach father-son bowling duo.

Dennis, 67, and Christopher, 42, 
were among the last teams to register 
for the Winnipeg 5 Pin Bowlers As-
sociation Doubles Zone Round Tour-
nament held on March 19 at Quarry 
Lanes. 

After making the spontaneous de-
cision to compete, the Derkaches 
fi nished in second place at the tour-
nament. This top-four fi nish earned 
them a spot at the provincials in Bran-
don in April.

“It was actually a last minute deci-
sion,” said Dennis Derkach, who also 
works at Quarry Lanes. 

“I called my son up because I work 
here I came and saw what was going 
on and there was a couple openings 
that were left and I thought ‘hey, may-
be I could represent Quarry Lanes 
and Stonewall.’ I called my son and 
said ‘do you want to bowl in the 
league with me?’ This was a doubles 
tournament, and we ended up plac-
ing second.”

The zone tournament was also the 
fi rst time they had entered a tourna-
ment together, although both have 
years of bowling experience. 

Dennis has been bowling for the 
past 30 years and is a former Youth 
Bowl Canada coach. 

Christopher, on the other hand, 
grew up in Stonewall, bowled with 
YBC and reached fi nals as a teenager. 
He currently lives in Winnipeg, where 
he bowls in a league on Tuesday eve-
nings. 

Now, after fi nally teaming up for 
doubles, the duo is savoring the spe-
cial experience of chasing provincial 
glory. 

“This means the father and son team 
is entered and I get to spend, I guess 

a moment in a father and son’s life, 
to go to a provincials, to see if we can 
win ,” said Dennis Derkach.

Also qualifying at the zones were 
Travis Manek and Brittney Anderson, 
who fi nished fi rst; Victoria Unger-
er and Tiana Ungerer, who fi nished 

third; and Shelley Hargus and Cas-
sandra Parisia, who fi nished fourth.

The provincials will take place on 
April 6 at T-Bird Food Fun Games in 
Brandon.

TRIBUNE PHOTOS SUBMITTED
The Derkach father-son duo were one of the fi nal teams to register for the 

Winnipeg 5 Pin Bowlers Association Doubles Zone Round Tournament on March 

19 at Quarry Lanes. They went on to place second and with the top four fi nish 

earned a spot at the Manitoba 5 Pin Bowlers’ Association Provincial Doubles on 

April 6 at T-Bird Food Fun Games in Brandon.

Christopher Derkach, left, Dennis 

Derkach.

Father and son bowling duo team, provincial bound

Junior curling season wraps up in Marquette

 TRIBUNE PHOTOS SUBMITTED
This season, junior curlers sharpened their skills weekly at the Marquette Curling Club. Friday evenings, young curlers 

aged 5-12 took to the ice while Sundays older teens aged 13-17 worked on their techniques. Thirty-two eager junior 

curlers from surrounding clubs joined Marquette 5- to 12-year-old curlers for a mini bonspiel on March 22. They signed up 

individually, and teams were made up to play three four-end games that tested their strategies and teamwork. In the fi nals, 

Jase Campbell led his team to victory against his sister Jessa’s squad. Jessa Campbell won the sharp shooter competition, 

proving that sibling rivalry can spark excellence on the ice.

Left photo, left to right: fi rst place team, Arya Genovey, Jase Campbell, Jack Bennet and Addi Park; middle photo, the 

second place team, Emmett Walsh, Jessa Campbell, Blake Tully and Mackenzie Prevost; right photo, Jessa Campbell receives 

the Sharp Shooter trophy from Krysta Prevost, Youth and Junior Curling coordinator. Bottom left, Friday evening curlers 

(aged 5-12); right, Sunday evening curlers (aged 13-17).

What’s                 story?  
We want to hear from you. 

The Stonewall Teulon Tribune connects people 
through stories to build stronger communities.

Do you know someone who has a unique hobby? Will be 
recognized by a local organization for volunteer service? 

A teacher that goes above and beyond? A hometown 
hero? A sports star? A business celebrating a milestone or 

expansion? A senior celebrating their 100th birthday?
 A young entrepreneur starting out?

Please share your story ideas at 
news@stonewallteulontribune.ca   Phone 204-467-5836

TribuneStonewall TeulonStonewall Teulon
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Big Stick Bonspiel in Marquette

 TRIBUNE PHOTOS SUBMITTED
The Marquette Curling Club hosted its annual Big Stick Curling Bonspiel from March 14 to 16. A total of 44 teams participated in the weekend event, which continued 

into the early hours of the morning to ensure all games were completed. On Friday night, Pizza Hut in Stonewall generously provided pizza for the curlers, and on 

Saturday evening, volunteers prepared a delicious roast beef dinner for everyone. Before the fi nals, 93-year-old local stick curler Alvin MacMillan threw a ceremonial 

rock and happily shared many of his curling secrets with those interested in improving their game. Pictured clockwise from left to right: 1st event winners Rick 

Willets and Larry Weatherburn; 2nd event winners Judy and Bill Kitching; 3rd event winners Riley and Craig Nichol; Alvin MacMillan and 4th event winners Ken Cliff ord 

and Andre Allard.

TRIBUNE PHOTO BY TIM HORTON
The Prairie Fire clinched the Winnipeg Women’s Hockey League provincial championship banner after defeating the 

Blazing Stars 3-2 in a close game at Dakota Arena on March 16. Pictured left to right, back row: Maggie Litchfi eld-

Medd, Allison Sexton, Amanda Klassen, Jenelle Kohanchuk, Brenley Anderson, Olivia Cvar, Madi Cole, Nicole McGlenen; 

Front row: Jordy Zacharias, Emily Meronyk, Amanda Schubert, Cass and baby Lennon Taylor, Jess Horton, Kyleigh 

Palmer, Nicole Carswell and goaltender Rachel Dyck.

Prairie Fire edges Blazing Stars in WWHL thriller

second-round draft pick Jani Nyman, led 
the Firebirds with 26 goals this season be-
fore being called up to the Kraken earlier in 
March. Nyman made an impressive NHL 
debut, scoring his fi rst goal as Seattle de-
feated the Montreal Canadiens 5-4 in over-
time on March 12. He has since recorded 
two goals in fi ve games with the Kraken.

“If you look at the group of young kids, 
Eduard Sale is 19, he still could’ve went 
back for another year of junior,” said Lax-
dal. “Because he’s a European and is draft-
ed out of the Swedish League at 17, he’s 
able to play down here, but you can really 
see this is a huge transition for him from 
junior hockey to the American League. All 
these young kids have peaks and valleys 
in their seasons and in their games. If you 
look at Jagger Firkus, here’s a scorer whose 
probably scored at will in the Western 
Hockey League but when these guys take 
steps to the pro game, they go through a lot 
of adversity.”

They need to learn to get bigger, stronger, 
and faster; these are crucial developmental 
years for them. 

“Ty Nelson, who I coached against in the 
OHL last year, he’s probably been one of 
the fi rst year prospects. I think he’s played 
every game and he’s taken some very 
good steps, but then he has moments in 
his game, so a lot of these prospects that 
we have are probably going to be two or 
three year AHL players before, or if they 
do make that step to the NHL.”

The Firebirds’ regular season will contin-
ue with less than a month remaining. 

They are scheduled to conclude their 72-
game season in San Diego on April 19.

>  FIREBIRDS, FROM PG. 23

Alvin MacMillan
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Ste. Anne Aces win third SEMHL championship
By Ashleigh Viveiros

The Ste. Anne Aces are the South 
Eastern Manitoba Hockey League 
champions.

Ste. Anne downed the Springfi eld 
Winterhawks 6-5 in overtime Sun-
day afternoon to take the series four 
games to three.

The Aces and the Winterhawks fi n-
ished the regular season at the top 
of the standings — Ste. Anne in fi rst 

with a 16-2 record and Springfi eld 
right on their heels in second with 14 
wins, four losses to their names.

The championship series was a back 
and forth aff air, Ste. Anne taking 
games one and two 5-2 and 4-3 and 
then Springfi eld clawing its way back 
into it with wins in games four and 
fi ve 6-4 and 3-1. 

Game 5 on March 19 needed over-
time for a decision, tied at 4-4 after 

regulation. The winning goal gave 
Springfi eld the series lead 3-2, but Ste. 
Anne tied it back up again with an 8-6 
victory Friday night.

That set the stage for Game 7 Sunday 
in Ste. Anne. The score was tied 1-1 
after 20 minutes. Springfi eld pulled 
ahead 4-3 after 40.

The lead was short-lived, with the 
Aces’ Caleb Paisley scoring in the 
third period’s second minute. The 

scoreboard remained steady for sev-
eral minutes after that, until Spring-
fi eld’s Riley Thomsen lit it up at 14:16 
to retake the lead. Four minutes later, 
Brenden Walker scored for Ste. Anne, 
forcing overtime.

There, Cody Fowlie managed the 
game-winner for the Aces two min-
utes in, giving Ste. Anne their third  
league championship in a row.

each of our classes that will have 
students interacting with seniors,” 
Reimer said. 

The idea was well received, so 
students from diff erent classes will 
have the chance to meet up with 
members from 55 Plus for various 
diff erent activities. 

The fi rst cooking session took 
place on March 6 when a member 
of 55 Plus shared a tasty recipe for 
oatmeal chocolate chip cookies. Five 
members of 55 Plus volunteered 
with 20 students from the Grade 9 
foods and nutrition class. The recipe 
also stirred up a sense of nostalgia 
since the 55 Plus member enjoyed 
baking the same cookies with her 
own grandkids.

Then the second cooking session 
took place on March 13 when four 

55 Plus members volunteered with 
14 students from the Grade 12 foods 
and nutrition class. The Grade 12s 
opted for a “trendy” menu of Oreo 
sushi, couscous salad, baked feta 
pasta, blueberry cookies and barbe-
cued French bread pizza.

Besides the tasty foods, the pro-
gram brings with it many other 
benefi ts. 

“Older adults bring such a wealth 
of life experiences, wisdom and 
skills that our younger generations 
can learn from. The younger gener-
ation can share their knowledge of 
technology, trends and new ways of 
thinking,” Reimer said. 

“It will also build more commu-
nity bonds and a supportive envi-
ronment. Our teens will develop 
more positive attitudes toward ag-

ing when they see older adults as 
valued members of the community. 
I hope this program creates lasting 
relationships between generations. 
I would like to see the intergenera-
tional program expand and involve 
more classes in building connec-
tions.”

Diane Kazmerowich, program co-
ordinator at 55 Plus, said the collab-
oration between the students and 
seniors off ers a unique way to share 
stories, participate in activities, en-
joy events and build relationships.

“For two weeks, we’ll go to the 
family studies class and we’re going 
to be talking about ageism. We’ll be 
interviewing each other and getting 
the perspective of the teenagers’ 
fears and thoughts of seniors and 
vice versa,” Kazmerowich said. 

“Then the sewing class is going to 
come here next Friday and talk to 

our quilting class. They’ll get some 
tips and have a look at what they’re 
doing. After that, we go back to the 
school for two weeks to their art 
class. We’re going to be making a 
large Jenga game and then they’re 
going to donate it to our centre.”

The intergenerational program 
runs from March to June with two 
sessions per month, each running 
for an hour or two. 

“We don’t have a large volunteer 
pool so we do rely on the same fi ve 
or six that are interested in doing 
this,” Kazmerowich said. 

“We’re hoping to gather more vol-
unteers.”

Any 55 Plus members who would 
like to volunteer with this multi-gen-
erational program can contact Ka-
zmerowich at 204-467-2582.

 >  RECIPE FOR SUCCESS, FROM PG. 18

Yes I Can program open for nominations
By Lorne Stelmach

An annual initiative of the Nellie 
McClung Foundation that aims to in-
spire confi dence and empowerment 
among girls is again in search of can-
didates to support.

The Yes I Can program highlights 
and celebrates achievements and ac-
complishments in a variety of fi elds 
like science, business, politics and 
more. Nominations are open until 
April 30.

As one of the 2022 recipients, Divya 
Sharma is a testament to the impact 
it can have on a young woman like 
herself.

“The Nellie McClung Yes I Can vid-
eo and leadership series strengthened 
my belief in the power of women em-
powering women,” she shared. “It 
opened doors, connected me with in-
spiring leaders in the community and 
gave me the confi dence to lead on a 

bigger stage.
“The mentorship, support and con-

nection I received with women from 
all walks of life played a major role 
in shaping my path to becoming the 
youngest and 100th president of the 
University of Manitoba students’ 
union.”

The Yes I Can leadership awards cel-
ebrate fi ve outstanding young wom-
en aged 16 to 25 by showcasing their 
achievements in a video profi le series

It provides a platform to share their 
unique personal and professional 
stories and celebrate their journey to-
ward becoming future leaders.

Now in its fourth year, the program 
has featured remarkable women 
who have excelled in areas including 
sports, culture, education, arts, sci-
ence, community, entrepreneurship 
and other professional environments. 

Their compelling narratives, cap-

tured on video, have not only cel-
ebrated personal success but also 
inspired countless girls across Mani-
toba to pursue their dreams with con-
fi dence, said Myrna Driedger, found-
er of the Nellie McClung Foundation 
and Yes I Can program.

“Programs like Yes I Can are es-
sential in helping girls confi dently 
navigate the challenges of their teen 
years,” said Driedger, who empha-
sized the transformative impact of 
the program. “By showcasing these 
stories, we empower girls and young 
women to embrace their potential 
and confi dently become leaders at 
any age.”

Ibukun Okunnu, who is a spokes-
person for the program, said  being 
part of it has given her an incredible 
opportunity not only to inspire young 
women and girls but also to be in-
spired by them. 

“Year after year, I am in awe of the 
remarkable young women in Manito-
ba who are quietly paving the way for 
themselves and others,” she said. 

“I have grown in ways I never imag-
ined — learning to be confi dent, to 
turn my ideas into action and to em-
brace the power of saying Yes I Can. 
This mindset has made me bolder, 
more daring and more confi dent, and 
I hope that through this program, 
even more young women and girls 
will feel empowered to embrace their 
own potential”

For more information and to submit 
nominations, head online to www.
nelliemcclungfoundation.com/nomi-
nation-form.
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Starting a new business? Starting a new business? 
Call us - We have everything Call us - We have everything 

you need to promote you need to promote 
your businessyour business

Call 204-467-5836Call 204-467-5836

The Tribune Classifi ed booking deadline is The Tribune Classifi ed booking deadline is 
Monday at 4 p.m. prior to Thursday’s publicatioMonday at 4 p.m. prior to Thursday’s publicationn

Please Please Call Call 204-467-5836204-467-5836
See Us forSee Us for

Everything you need to Everything you need to 
promote promote your businessyour business
• Flyers
• Brochures
• Business cards
• Stickers
• Window decals
• Social tickets
• Door hangers
• Letterhead

• Envelopes
• Invoices
• Estimate sheets
• Posters
• Memo pads
• Post cards
• Presentation
     Folders

Call 204-467-5836Call 204-467-5836



METAL
RECYCLING

Autos, farm scrap, 
brass, copper & bat-
teries wanted. 47 
Patterson Dr. Stone-
wall Industrial Park. 
Interlake Salvage 
& Recycling Inc. 
204-467-9344.

SCRAP METAL
Buyer for all farm-
yard scrap, machin-
ery and autos. No 
item too large! Best 
prices paid, cash in 
hand. Phone Alf at 
204-461-1649.
––––––––––––––––––––––
BUYING SCRAP 
METAL, CARS, TRAC-
TORS, COMBINES, 
FARM SCRAP, ANY 
METAL MATERIAL, 
ANY FARM MACHIN-
ERY. PH LONNIE AT 
204-886-3407 LVE. 
MESSAGE OR CELL 
AT 204-861-2031.

FARM
PRODUCE

Local unpasturized 
honey for sale. Sold in 
various sizes, 1 kg & 
up. Ph 204-461-1267.

HAY & STRAW
For sale: wrapped 
haylage/mixed grass 
dry bales. Nutrient 
tested. No rain. Call 
204-643-5541.
––––––––––––––––––––––
Small squares Brome 
& June Grass & Wheat 
straw bales for sale. 
Call: 204-482-5101.
––––––––––––––––––––––
Round hardcore 
bales, 1st & 2nd cut, 
alfalfa & brome grass. 
Call 204-461-0722.

LIVESTOCK

HOUSE
FOR SALE

Lovely 3 bdrm. 2 bath 
module home in Cres-
cent Creek Park in Teu-
lon. $225,000. Low pad 
rent. Centrally located. 
Call 1-204-861-8143.

AUTOS
2007 Nissan Frontier 
crew cab. 300+ K, 4x4, 
excellent tires, new 
battery, some rust. En-
gine needs work. For 
parts or repair. As is. 
$2000, negotiable. Call 
Bob 204-642-2787.

WANTED
Firearms wanted. 
Looking for all un-
wanted fi rearms. Fully 
licensed for both non-
restricted and restrict-
ed. Anywhere from 
individual items to es-
tates. Cash buyer, pay-
ing top dollar. Please 
call or text Adam at 
204-795-2850.
––––––––––––––––––––––
W A N T E D / B U Y I N G 
1950’s–70’s Scandina-
vian, Danish, Canadi-
an Mid-Century Mod-
ern furniture (Teak, 
Walnut, Rosewood), 
Lighting, Ceramics, 
Textiles, Stereo or De-
sign. Contact Daniel at 
T E X T / P H O N E : 
204-918-1607

SERVICES
SAVE YOUR MEMO-
RIES FOREVER. Re-
tired? Tell your life 
story directly to future 
generations…before 
it’s too late. Profes-
sionally produced 
VIDEO MEMOIRS. 
Call: 204-955-6574. 
Visit: https://MiSTORY.
ca
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NOTICE OF DIRECTOR ELECTIONS ELECTRONIC VOTING
AND ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING (the “AGM”)
MEMBERS OF ACCESS CREDIT UNION LIMITED

(the “Credit Union”)
TO:  ALL MEMBERS OF THE CREDIT UNION

VOTING FOR BOARD OF DIRECTORS
TAKE NOTICE THAT voting for the Board of Directors is open to all members who have 
a share at any Credit Union branch. Voting will be done by electronic ballot and will be 
tallied electronically by a third-party provider. Voting will be open from 9:00 a.m. CDT on 
Thursday, the 3rd day of April, 2025 until 5:00 p.m. CDT on Wednesday, the 9th of April, 
2025. Members of the Credit Union are invited to vote online at www.accessvotes.ca. Each 
member may vote on a personal electronic device or should any member prefer, devices for 
the purpose of voting will be available at all branches of the Credit Union during operating 
hours.

ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING
TAKE NOTICE THAT the AGM of the members of the Credit Union will be held on 
Wednesday, April 16, 2025 at 7:00 p.m. CDT via virtual means, for the following purposes:

1. 2024 Audited Financial Statements and Auditor’s Report
2. Board of Directors Report
3. Appointment of Auditors
4. Announcement of Member Rewards
5. Director Elections Voting Results

All eligible members wishing to participate in the AGM are required to register online at 
www.accesscu.ca prior to April 16, 2025 at 4:00 p.m. CDT. Instructions for voting processes 
and how to ask questions will be displayed on the screen commencing at 6:45 p.m. CDT. 
These instructions will also be reviewed at the opening of the meeting.

More information can be found at: www.accesscu.ca.

DATED this 27th day of March, 2025
ACCESS CREDIT UNION LIMITED
By Order of the Board of Directors
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Call Today!
204-467-5836

InterlakeGGraphraphicsics
For all your printing 
and publishing needs

FLYERS
BROCHURES

BUSINESS CARDS
STICKERS

WINDOW DECALS
SOCIAL TICKETS
DOOR HANGERS

LETTERHEAD
ENVELOPES

INVOICES
ESTIMATE SHEETS

POSTERS
MEMO PADS
POST CARDS

Everything you Everything you need to need to 
promote your businesspromote your business

SHOP LOCAL - 
SUPPORT LOCAL 

BUSINESS

SHOP LOCAL

HONOUR YOUR 
LOVED ONES

WITH AN 
ANNOUNCEMENT 
IN THE TRIBUNE

Don’t forget 
to send 

your special 
wishes to 

your friends 
and family 

with a 
message in 

the  

TribunebunebuneStonewall TeulonStonewall Teulon

CLEANING 
OUT YOUR 
ATTIC OR 

BASEMENT?
ADVERTISE YOUR 
“GOOD STUFF” IN 
THE TRIBUNE AND 

GET RESULTS



Call Today!  
204-467-5836

Ever y th ing  you  need  to Ever y th ing  you  need  to 
promote  your  bus inesspromote  your  bus iness
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Book Your Classifi ed Ad Today - Call 467-5836 or Email ads@stonewallteulontribune.ca

Prairie Rose School Division
www.prsdmb.ca  
prsd@g.prsdmb.ca

Budget 2025-2026 Presentation
Each year, Prairie Rose School Division’s (PRSD) 

Board of Trustees presents the annual operational 

budget for the following school year. This year, PRSD 

is hosting the Budget 25-26 Public Presentation at 

Roland School on Monday, March 24, 2025, at 7:00 
p.m. Stakeholders have the option to attend in-per-

son or virtually via Google Meet. The Google Meet link 

will be sent via e-mail to those who pre-register. To 

register use the link or QR code below:

https://tinyurl.com/4pch92s8

Following the meeting, we will post the recorded 

presentation and the budget presentation feedback 

form. The feedback form will accept responses until 

Thursday, April 3, 2025, at 3:30 p.m.

 .

$59,000

.

Please note: We thank all those for applying, however, only those 
selected for an interview will be contacted.
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NOW HIRING

AG/HEAVY DUTY 
MECHANIC 

COME AND DEVELOP 
YOUR MECHANICAL 

SKILLS AT OUR BUSY, 
WELL-EQUIPPED SHOP 

LOCATED IN ARCOLA, SK. 
ALL SKILL LEVELS WILL BE 

CONSIDERED.  
WE ARE WILLING TO 

APPRENTICE THE RIGHT 
CANDIDATE. 

WE OFFER COMPETITIVE 
WAGES, A COMPREHENSIVE 
BENEFITS PACKAGE AND 

RRSP/DPSP PLAN.   
HOUSING IS AVAILABLE.
SUBMIT YOUR RESUME 
jjtrucking@sasktel.net

Fax: 306-455-2433  
VISIT OUR WEBSITE:

 www.jjtruckingltd.com

LUNDAR BULL SALE
“Where the good bulls come”

April 5, 2025 1:00 P.M. Lundar Agri-Ed Centre - Auctioneer - Tyler Slawinski
9 - 1 year Herefords
4 - 2 year Herefords
3 - 1 year Angus
13 - 1 year Simmental
1 - 2 year Simmental
1 - 1 year Simmental Percentage
4 - 1 year Charolais 
1 - 2 year Shorthorn

2 - 1 year Gelbvieh
2 - 1 year Limousin
1 - 1 year Lim Flex
2 - 1 year Speckle Park
1 - Hereford Heifers
2 - Speckle Park Heifers
1 - Simmental Heifer

57th 
Annual

Watch and bid online at DLMS.ca
SALE DAY: Mike (204) 739-3158. Jack (204) 739-3645

10 pens of 3 commercial heifers

For more info contact Jack (204) 739-3645 or Kevin (204) 371-8277 
View catalogue online at www.buyagro.com

NOTICES
URGENT PRESS RE-
LEASES - Have a 
newsworthy item to 
announce? An exciting 
change in operations? 
Though we cannot 
guarantee publication, 
MCNA will get the in-
formation into the right 
hands for ONLY $35 + 
GST/HST. Call MCNA 
204-947-1691 for more 
information. See www.
mcna.com under the 
“Types of Advertising” 
tab for more details.
––––––––––––––––––––––
NEED CLASS 1 DRIV-
ERS? SPRING HIR-
ING? SELLING SOME-
THING? Jump on our 
great prices and start 
getting responses! 
Book your blanket 
classifi ed ads, seen 
in the 31 Member 
Newspapers which are 
seen in over 368,000+ 
homes in Manitoba. 
Please call the Stone-
wall Teulon Tribune at 
2 0 4 - 4 6 7 - 5 8 3 6 
or MCNA at 
204-947-1691 for more 
details or to book ads. 
MCNA - Manitoba 
Community News-
papers Association. 
www.mcna.com

FINANCIAL
SERVICES

Private mortgage 
lender. All real estate 
types considered. 
No credit checks 
done. Deal direct with 
lender and get quick 
approval. Toll free 
1-866-405-1228 www.
firstandsecondmort
gages.ca

HEALTH
Are you suff ering from 
joint or arthritic pain? 
If so, you owe it to 
yourself to try elk vel-
vet antler capsules. 
Hundreds have found 
relief. Benefi ts hu-
mans and pets. EVA is 
composed of proteins, 
amino acids, minerals, 
lipids and water. Key 
compounds that work 
to stimulate red blood 
cell production & car-
tilage cell regenera-
tion & development. 
Stonewood Elk Ranch 
Ltd., 204-467-8884 
or e-mail stonewood
elkranch@mymts.net

Premium landscapes – 
from urban estates to rural acreages

WE ARE HIRING!
• Landscapers • Team Leads

• Sales / Design

Please email your resume to:
info@spruceacreslandscaping.com
spruceacreslandscaping.com/careers/

Ever y th ing Ever y th ing 
you  need  to you  need  to 

promote promote 
your  bus inessyour  bus iness

Call Today!
204-467-5836

Interlake

GGraphicsraphics
For all your printing 
and publishing needs

Don’t forget 
to send 

your special 
wishes to 

your family 
and friends 

with a 
message 
in the  

Tribune
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For more information call 
Ken at (204) 376-2418 (land line)

or Text to (204) 641-3788

KLCC Charolais, Arborg

OBITUARY

Cheryl Jill Patricia Whittaker (McCullough)
With heavy hearts and a lot of love, we announce the passing of 

Cheryl Jill Patricia Whittaker (McCullough) on March 21st, 2025 at 
the age of 69, after a brief but fi erce battle with cancer. She left us 
too soon but not before fi lling our lives with laughter, joy, and an 
endless amount of unforgettable antics.

Cheryl/Mudd/Aunt B/CJ/BFF/Cej/Shed/OBMBLS was the light 
of any room, the life of every party, and always the fi rst to suggest 
or comment with something a little off beat (often followed by a 
cheeky wink, though we all knew better).

Cheryl leaves behind her only daughter, Kaylin (Rob); her siblings 
Jeff  (Shirley), Mike (Missy), and Michelle (Scott), along with her 
nieces and nephews – Joshua (Leanne), Jenna (Jordan), Josh, 
Alex, Rhea, and Kenzie, as well as her great-nieces and nephews. 
All of whom will miss her in their own special ways as she was so 

special to each of them.
Cheryl was predeceased by her parents, Bill and Grace, and reunited with her life-partner, Jim, 

with whom she shared many years of love, cribbage, and motorcycle adventures. And of course, 
who could forget her trusty sidekick and furry companion, Finn.

Cheryl was born in Winnipeg, Manitoba, and later moved to Rennie, Oakbank, Teulon, and 
eventually Stonewall, where she spent most of her teen years building great friendships and 
playing ball. In her 20s, Cheryl made the bold move to pack up and head west to Alberta to start 
her new adventure in the big city. It was there she began her career in oil and gas and raised 
her daughter with laughter and baseball. Cheryl spent most of her adult life in Calgary, making 
countless friendships, many of which were coworkers. She created her lifelong bond with her 
BFF and partner in crime, Cindy, often sharing all of life’s ups and downs over a tall vanilla latte.

When she retired after 40 years in her career in 2018, Cheryl’s only desire was to move ‘home’ 
to Manitoba to be closer to her family and reconnect with old friends. It was a decision that 
brought her so much joy as she rekindled cherished connections and embraced her life in a new 
peaceful rhythm, with Finn always by her side. Their bond was so special, and were it not for that 
chocolate sausage, she may never have found her new circle of great friends at the 11 o’clock 
Stonewall Dog Park Crew. She was the founding member of this pack, and the two-legged as 
well as four-legged were all so special to her. One of her biggest joys in life was her yard and 
fl ower garden, which quickly became the exclusive hot spot for most of Stonewall’s squirrel and 
bluejay population, where they splashed in the year-round bird bath and ate like kings.

Her sense of humor, her heart of gold, and her ability to make everyone around her feel welcome 
are only a few of the many things we will miss about her. While her absence leaves a big hole, 
we fi nd comfort in knowing she’s no longer in pain and reunited with those she loved, cracking 
jokes, taking endless naps, and keeping everyone entertained with her signature “Cheryl” wit, all 
the while cheering on her Winnipeg Jets and Bombers from heaven.

A celebration of Cheryl’s life will be held at a later date.
In lieu of fl owers, the family asks that donations be made to the MS Society or an animal rescue 

foundation of your choice in honour of Cheryl’s beloved Finn.

CARD OF THANKS

Losing a loved one is a very heartbreaking 
experience.
We would like to thank everyone for their kind 
words, phone calls, visits, fl owers, those who 
brought food and meals for us and just by 
being there for us.
We would like to thank the ambulance drivers 
for their kind care. Thank you to everyone who 
came to the hospital to help support us as we 
said our good-byes to a wonderful husband, 
father, grandfather, great-grandfather, brother, 
uncle and cousin.
Thank you to Milly Malavsky and Shirley 
Williams for their kind words and lovely service 
for Martin. Also we would like to thank Jason 
Dodd for sharing the family’s memories.
Thank you to Andrea Barylski and staff  for 
the very nice lunch which they put on at the 
Celebration of Life. Also to Ken Loehmer for 
your exceptional care and compassion during 
this diffi  cult time.
We have been surrounded by an abundance of 
support, prayers and love which has comforted 
us during this diffi  cult time.

-Thanking you,
Lil Dodd,

Cheryl and Mel and family,
Debbie and Paul and family,
Michelle and Jim and family

CARD OF THANKS

Thank you to all my family and friends for all the 
visits, prayers, phone calls, cards and baked 
goods I received during my recovery. Your 
thoughtfulness was very much appreciated.

-Justina Neumann

OBITUARY

Darlene Charlotte May Fehr 
(Ferris)

Darlene Fehr passed peacefully 
into the arms of Jesus at 7:55 a.m. 
on Sunday, March 23, 2025 at age 77, 
with her family by her side.

Darlene is survived by her husband 
of 59 years, Bernie Fehr; her children 
Lana (Darryl) Chartrand, Martha 
(Shawn) Corbin, Ben (Tanya) Fehr, 
Darla Davies, and stepson Kendall 
Hiebert (Jennifer). Darlene is also 
survived by 15 grandchildren Joel 
Fehr (Kerrie), Robyn Chartrand, 
Arielle Chartrand, Erin Corbin (Cory), 

Stephaney (John) Goettler, Tyler Corbin, Justin Fehr, Megan Fehr, Samantha Fehr, Kyla (Dallas) 
Kovacs, Derek (Brooklyn) Davies, Levi Hiebert, Seth Hiebert, Kyra Hiebert (Jeff ) and Caleb 
Hiebert, along with seven great-grandchildren Levi and Lucas Crockatt, Ellie and Jordyn Fehr, 
John Goettler Jr., and Luca and Sophia Materi.

Darlene was predeceased by her parents Lloyd and Betty Ferris, her sister Sharyne Newman, 
and infant grandchild Ashton Blair Davies.

Darlene was born on February 23, 1948 in Carman, Manitoba where she also attended school. 
Darlene met her husband Bernie in 1965, and they were married on November 5, 1966.

Darlene’s passion and life’s work was her family, taking great pride in the care and nurturing 
of her children, grandchildren and great-grandchildren. She was also an example of a loving, 
faithful and supportive wife to Bernie. She passed on many skills and traditions to each of us, 
creating memories with time spent playing games, and sharing recipes for favourite meals and 
desserts. It was always so comforting to be welcomed with the smell of fresh borscht and buns 
and Saskatoon pies! While being so gentle and patient, Darlene was also our fi ercest defender 
and supporter throughout our lives.

Darlene enjoyed social gatherings with friends and family and was an avid reader. She loved 
playing word and table games, especially a few good rounds of Skip-Bo! Darlene and Bernie also 
treasured their camping and fi shing trips together with their family and friends.

Darlene stood faithful alongside Bernie in serving and nurturing their church families throughout 
their marriage, being called for the past 36 years to their church family at Woodlands Gospel 
Chapel. God provided them with much love, connection and encouragement from their church 
family.

The family would like to thank the staff  at Teulon Hunter Memorial Hospital and Rosewood 
Lodge for the care and compassion they provided.

The funeral service will be held on Sunday, March 30, 2025 at 2:30 p.m. at New Life Church, 
6106E Highway 67, Stonewall, Manitoba. Refreshments will be served following the service, and 
a private family interment will be held.

In lieu of fl owers, donations can be made to Union Gospel Mission, PO Box 1073 STN Main, 
Winnipeg, MB R3C 2X4

is in charge of arrangements
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Call 204-467-5836

• BIRTHDAYS 
• NOTICES 
• BIRTHS
• OBITUARIES 
• IN MEMORIAMS
• THANK YOUS

BOOK YOUR BOOK YOUR 
ANNOUNCEMENT TODAYANNOUNCEMENT TODAY

• ENGAGEMENTS
• ANNIVERSARIES
• MARRIAGES

Call 204-467-5856
igraphic@mts.net

TribuneStonewall TeulonStonewall Teulon



OBITUARY

Pierrette Elen Carriere
November 30, 1950 - March 19, 2025

It is with great sadness that we announce the passing of Pierrette 
Carriere at the age of 74.

She will be missed by her sons: Darren (Crystal) and Henry 
Jr. (Aime); grandkids: Tara-Lee (Bejay), Katelynn (Tyler), Dana 
(Braden), Maculla, Rayne (Jacek), Colton, Emily, Kessler, Costas; 
great-grandkids: Kailey, Ethan, Aria, Malachi, Jackson, Alexander; 
siblings: Genevieve and Tobie (Dawn); as well as in-laws, nieces, 
nephews, cousins and friends.

She was predeceased by her parents Alexander and Rose; 
husband Henry (Humpy) Carriere; siblings: Alfred, Brian, Cyril, 
Leonard, Cecile, Theresa and Wanda.

Mom enjoyed long phone calls with her sister and bugging her 
brother about their hockey teams (when her Jets were winning!) 

Watching her Jets games. Also enjoyed her gardening, canning and bingo.
We would like to thank the wonderful staff  at Stonewall Hospital for all their care and support. 
As per Mom’s wishes, cremation has taken place and a private family service will be held at a 

later date.

OBITUARY

Diane Petrachek
It is with heavy hearts we announce the passing of Diane 

Petrachek on March 19, 2025. Diane was a beloved wife, mother, 
Baba, sister, aunt and friend.

Leaving to mourn her, son Anthony (Jenn), daughter Alisa (Sean), 
and all her amazing grandchildren; brothers Alex (Joan), Jerry 
(Dianne); sisters Sharon and Colleen; in-laws, David (Anne), Ray 
(Debbie), and Rick (Marianne).

Diane was predeceased by her loving husband Edward; parents 
Alex and Winnifred Fotty; in-laws Steve and Pauline Petrachek; 
and brothers-in-law Pierre and Ross.

Diane’s door was always open to anyone who wanted to stop 
by the house in Stony Mountain.  If Diane was not in the kitchen 
cooking or baking, you could fi nd her in the yard cutting grass, 
trimming trees or in Ed’s vegetable garden. Her caring, loving 

touch showed through on everything she did.
We would like to thank the palliative care team from CancerCare, Mom’s special nurse, Angela 

and all the staff  on 3E at Riverview for taking such great care of Mom.
Memorial service to be held at MacKenzie Funeral Chapel in Stonewall on Friday, April 11 at 

11:00 a.m. Private burial will occur in the summer.
Donations can be made to CancerCare Manitoba, The Winnipeg Humane Society or Winnipeg 

Harvest.
Mom, you are now free to dance the night away in heaven with Dad. The stars will shine even 

brighter in the sky as you and Dad are together again.

MACKENZIE FUNERAL HOME STONEWALL
(204) 467-2525  •  info@mackenziefh.com

MACKENZIE FUNERAL HOME STONEWALL
(204) 467-2525  •  info@mackenziefh.com
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BizBiz CardsCards

Owner: 
Scott

Miskiewicz
commercialcomfort16@gmail.com

Heating & Cooling • Refrigeration 

461-0815204

• Excavation & Demolition

• Roads, Driveways

• Clay/Gravel Pads

• Lowbedding & End Dumps

• Topsoil Screening 

Excavator & Dozer Services

.com

Grosse Isle, MB

To place your To place your 
BIZ CARD BIZ CARD 

call 467-5836call 467-5836

204-774-2030
www.roofexpress.ca

Argyle, MB

Roof Express Ltd.

Phone 204-467-8929 Phone 204-467-8929 to book your appointment.to book your appointment.
2 Patterson Drive, Stonewall2 Patterson Drive, Stonewall

Residential & CommercialResidential & Commercial
PVC & AluminumPVC & Aluminum
Windows & DoorsWindows & Doors

Call 204-461-4443
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HEAVY DUTY TOWING
FLAT DECK SERVICE

MPI TOWING
ESTABLISHED 2011

YOUR 
LOCAL 
HEAVY 
DUTY

- LIGHT 
TOWING 

PROVIDER

YOUR 
LOCAL 
HEAVY 
DUTY

- LIGHT 
TOWING 

PROVIDER

Hi-Speed Internet
Broadband Residential 

and Commercial Connections

www.quickstream.ca
1-866-981-9769

WIRELESS INTERNET

Book Your Classifi ed Ad Today - Call 467-5836 or Email ads@stonewallteulontribune.ca

Call Today!  
204-467-5836

Don’t Forget Your Loved Ones
WITH AN ANNOUNCEMENT IN THE TribuneStonewall TeulonStonewall Teulon
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COMMERCIAL/RESIDENTIAL

Cell: (204) 792-0675
Email: maxpro@mts.net

Box 275, Stonewall, MB R0C 2Z0

MAXWELL’S
PROFESSIONAL PAINTING

Derek Fotty
Ph. (204) 467-RITE(7483)

Fax. (204) 467-2000
Email. electrowright@mts.net

Electrical Contractors
24       HR 
Emergency 

Services

• Weddings • Socials • Showers • Meetings
• Capacity 220 persons • Kitchen available

Odd Fellows Hall

374 1st St. West, Stonewall
Hall 204-467-5556

stonewalloddfellowshall@gmail.com

Billing to Autopac,
Blue Cross, WCB

Also

• Acupuncture • Custom Orthotics 
• Massage Therapy • Athletic Therapy

204-467-5523

R i t c h i e

H E AT I N G LT D .
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Call or Text 204-467-5287

Auto Service • Maintenance & Repair

napaautopro.com

Brake Family Auto
Sales & Service Ltd.

214-2nd Ave North, Highway 67
Stonewall 204-467-9156

FULLHOUSE MOVERS
ALEX FOTTY

HOME: 204-467-2419
CELL: 204-461-2352

NOTHING BEATS A
FULLHOUSE MOVE

BizBiz

#109097 Hwy 9, Gimli

204-642-7017
e: skidoo@mymts.net

SALES • SERVICE • PARTS

EAVESTROUGH
and everything else

mwgventures@gmail.com  
204-461-0737

Call Call 
467-5836467-5836

469 1st Street West, Stonewall 
(204) 467-7333

uarry Ridge
PHARMACY Q

317 Main St., Stonewall

Supplying All Supplying All 

Your Pet’s NeedsYour Pet’s Needs

(204) 467-5924

PETS
Supplies & More

QuarryQuarry

CardsCards MacMillan 
Plumbing

204-461-0485
Serving the Interlake area.

countrycolourspainting@gmail.com
Serving The Interlake and Winnipeg Area

CO   NTRY COLOURS
painting

CO   NTRY COLOURS
painting

Your Heating, Cooling and Geothermal Specialists

204-467-9578
info@airwiseinc.ca   www.airwiseinc.ca

GRANTHAM
LAW OFFICES
Lawyers & Notaries Public

STONEWALL OFFICE:
#1-278 Main St., Stonewall 467-5527

24 HOUR 

TOWING

VIC CHARTRAND 204.886.2972 - Teulon, MB

• Glass Replacement
• Full Mechanical Repairs
• Tire Sales & Installation

• Used Auto Sales

• Wheel Alignments
• Flat Deck Tow Truck

VIC’S AUTO 
TIRE & TOWING

Stonewall Parochial Hall
435 - 1st Street N.

For information & hall rentals 
Call 204-467-8466 

Email cotasecretary@gmail.com
*Table sitting 100 people; Theatre Style 150 people

*Kitchen available * Meetings, showers, family gatherings
ALL YOUR HALL RENTAL NEEDS!

7 Patterson Dr., Stonewall, Industrial Park

garentals.ca   204-467-7368

Small engine repairs & general equipment service

GRASS-FINISHED BEEF

Jackfishcreekfarm.com
jackfishcreekfarm@gmail.com

  Balmoral, MBScott and Jenny 
Beaton

Rockwood Landscaping 
& Tree Service

467-7646
Free Estimates

Certified Arborist

*Complete Landscaping
*Barkman Concrete Products
*Concrete Breaking
* Aerial Tree Pruning & Removal
*Chipping
*Stump Grinding

*Tree Planting
*24HR Storm Service
*Snow Removal
*Skid-Steer
*Compact Track Loader
*Excavator
*Bucket Truck

Call TodayCall Today
Unit 5, 325 Parkdale Rd, 

St.Andrews MB
info@eco-metallics.ca

Office: 
(204) 404-4747

“From rust to riches, your scrap 
could be treasure with our 

unbeatable prices!”
Purchasers of ferrous/non-ferrous materials

Commercial & Residential
New Installation & Service
Plumbing & In-Floor Heating
Water Softener Installations

Water Filtration/
Reverse Osmosis

Well Pumps, Septic Pumps

PLUMBING

RILEY PATTERSON
Journeyman Plumber

Cell 204-461-0035
PATTERSON
MECHANICAL
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MPI ACCREDITED
TOWING AND STORAGE

P    WS
& BOOTS
P    WS
& BOOTS
P    WS
& BOOTS

C a n d a c e . M a c 1 4 @ g m a i l . c o m   |   2 0 4 - 4 6 1 - 1 1 3 5

Dog Walking 
& Pet Sitting 

Services
STONEWALL & 

SURROUNDING 
AREA

Candace 
MacMillan 

HOME SOLUTION EXTERIORS

HSExteriors@gmail.com

Your ROOFING Professionals

FREE ESTIMATES
Warren, MB  

 204-952-5587
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SHERLOCK
TREE REMOVAL

Licensed Arborists
Fully Insured – Claim Free

30 years Experience

Vince
861-0487
Darren
861-0028

Pruning • Stump Grinding • Chipper

Heavy Duty / Automotive Diesel Diagnostics & Repair

204-918-7294
www.dmcdiesel.com
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